Human Capital Pipeline Mapping: lvy
League Secret Societies and Executive
Legal Counsel Capture (FY 1997-2026)

The New Haven Genesis: Apartment 5Q and the
Founding Core

The contemporary architecture of elite human capital preservation and executive legal
recruitment within the American conservative movement traces its structural initialization to a
localized geographic node: Apartment 5Q of the Taft Apartments, located directly across from
Yale University's Old Campus in New Haven, Connecticut. In January 1997, a highly insulated
cohort of Yale affiliates convened to establish the Chai Society. This initiation was organized by
Chabad Rabbi Shmully Hecht, who had recently arrived in New Haven following his rabbinical
ordination in Melbourne, Australia. Rabbi Hecht, introduced to history doctoral candidate Oliver
Benjamin Karp in Yale’s Sterling Library by a mutual cataloguer, established the society as an
autonomous intellectual salon. The primary structural intent of this group was to bypass the
historical restrictions of Yale's traditional senior secret societies, such as Skull and Bones, which
had systematically excluded Jewish, Black, and female leadership cohorts.

The foundational core of this network comprised five primary affiliates:

e Rabbi Shmully Hecht: The strategic advisor and operational lead who retained absolute
control over membership invitations, guest list security, and the long-term expansion of
the society’s real estate footprint.

e Cory Booker: Then a Yale Law student, a Baptist co-founder who leveraged the network
to establish early bipartisan coalitions that later supported his mayoral administration in
Newark and his political career in the United States Senate.

o Noah Feldman: Then a Yale Law student, later a constitutional law scholar and Harvard
Law faculty member, who provided the early intellectual, historical, and legal frameworks
for the society's closed-door discussions.

e Oliver Benjamin Karp (Ben Karp): A Yale history doctoral candidate who delivered the
society’s inaugural dedication address in November 1998, emphasizing the cultivation of
leadership outside conventional institutional parameters.

e Michael Alexander: A Yale Graduate School affiliate (GRD '99) who coordinated the
early recruitment of academic, literary, and legal talent.

By the summer of 1997, the society's rapid capitalization necessitated a physical transition.
Benny Shabtai, an Israeli-American watch distributor and security investor, purchased a
townhouse at 279 Crown Street to serve as the society's permanent compound. On November
1, 1998, hundreds of political and academic figures gathered to dedicate this first home. The
society subsequently rebranded as the Eliezer Society in 2006 under the leadership of
President Joshua Ezra Burns, adopting the motto "uniquely Jewish, uniquely Yale" as an
intellectual counterweight to the secularization of lvy League networks. In 2014, Benny Shabtai
expanded his financial commitment with a $1.7 million donation, allowing the society to acquire
and endow the historic John C. Anderson Mansion at 1142 Chapel Street. In recognition of this



permanent capitalization, the organization was formally renamed the Shabtai Society.
Operating as an independent entity unaffiliated with Yale University, Shabtai established a
secure environment for elite curation. The society limits its intake to approximately ten students
per semester, admitting only eight seniors annually to its permanent alumni directory.
Discussions are conducted under strict non-disclosure rules, featuring confidential guest lists, a
ban on digital recording devices, and private Shabbat dinners designed to facilitate interactions
between student candidates and global political figures.

Rebranding

Benny Shabtai to
acquire the John C.
Anderson Mansion

Foundational Historical Timestamp  |Primary Operational Output
Milestones Capital/Structural Input
Chai Society January 1997 Rental of Apartment  [Creation of
Formation 5Q, Taft Building; Rabbijautonomous intellectual
Hecht & Oliver salon outside Yale
Benjamin Karp University
administrative control.
First Compound Summer 1997 Purchase of 279 Crown
Acquisition Street townhouse by
Benny Shabtai
Eliezer Society 2006 Under President Intellectual realignment
Transition Joshua Ezra Burns; focusing on
adoption of "uniquely [constitutional theory,
Jewish, uniquely Yale" [Zionism, and elite legal
motto recruitment.
Shabtai Society 2014 $1.7M donation from  [Permanent endowment

of physical campus
assets; transition of
alumni into global

political-legal networks.

Transnational Capital Conduits and Interlocking Asset

Loops

The transformation of the Shabtai Society from an academic salon to an executive legal and
geopolitical pipeline is sustained by highly integrated financial conduits and venture capital
networks. A central figure in this capitalization loop is Benny Shabtai, whose business ventures
in luxury watch distribution (Raymond Weil USA) and early-stage investments in the
instant-messaging application Viber (yielding over $500 million in a 2014 sale) provided the
liquidity required to anchor the New Haven real estate holdings. Shabtai’'s background as a
former Israel Defense Forces (IDF) soldier and bodyguard to the Israeli ambassador in Paris
positioned him at the center of trans-national security networks.
For nearly two decades, Benny Shabtai served on the national board of directors of the Friends
of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF), chairing its highly lucrative New York Gala at the Waldorf
Astoria. This platform facilitated deep overlaps between American financial elite networks and
foreign defense establishments. Notably, in April 2008, Shabtai orchestrated a series of private
meetings and tours of sensitive military sites in Israel for Jeffrey Epstein, who was then under
active federal criminal investigation for sex trafficking.
These real estate acquisitions are further supported by regional property holding companies and
localized asset loops. Mary O’Leary’s historical deep dives reveal that properties such as 1142




Chapel Street, which previously suffered from severe fire damage and sat vacant, were
systematically acquired and rehabilitated through holding companies controlled by Rabbi
Shmully Hecht and Pike International. These localized real estate portfolios intersect with New
Haven development initiatives, such as the Chapel West Special Services District overseen by
figures like Richard Davis, providing a self-financing property base that insulates the society’s
physical campus assets from external university administrative pressure.
These local property networks interface with elite lobbying conduits, particularly Robert
Gontownik and Gontownik family real estate entities. The Gontownik group actively coordinates
with Rabbi Shmully Hecht’s networks to finance Congressional lobbying delegations under the
Norpac umbrella, targeting Capitol Hill to shape foreign military assistance packages and
counter international isolation efforts. This financial structure is reinforced by major conservative
foundations, such as the Bernie Marcus Foundation, which historically provides multi-million
dollar outlays to specialized organizations (e.g., The Philos Project) designed to recruit, train,
and place national security professionals into sub-cabinet positions.
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The Venture Capital Interface: The
Thiel-Ramaswamy-Vance Triad

The transition of Shabtai Society affiliates into tech venture capital and national conservative
policy networks is characterized by a high concentration of capital and ideological grooming,
particularly within the investment sphere of Peter Thiel and the Founders Fund. The Shabtai
network acted as a primary curation node for the personal and political alignment of several key
figures in this space.

Vivek Ramaswamy, a prominent Shabtai alumnus, hosted the 2019 global expansion kickoff for
Shabtai Global at his private residence, signaling the transition of the New Haven network into a
decentralized network of private salons across New York, Los Angeles, and Tel Aviv.
Ramaswamy subsequently co-founded Strive Asset Management, raising $20 million from a
select group of outside investors that included Peter Thiel, JD Vance, and Bill Ackman. This
venture capital network served as an economic launching pad for a broader ideological assault
on corporate environmental, social, and governance (ESG) standards.

This financial ecosystem directly facilitated the political rise of JD Vance. While attending Yale
Law School, Vance entered the Shabtai network, where he met his future wife, Usha Chilukuri
Vance, and was introduced to his primary venture capital benefactor, Peter Thiel. Qualitative
historical logs indicate that Vance was systematically groomed by Thiel and Rabbi Shmully
Hecht to advance a "technocratic aristocracy". This long-term strategic plan seeks to replace
traditional working-class labor frameworks with a highly automated, Al-driven corporate
infrastructure.



This strategy relies on the systematic expansion of H-1B visa pipelines from India to create a
compliant technical labor class under the control of Silicon Valley capital. This
corporate-sovereign interface is further consolidated by Vance’s relationship with Palantir
Technologies, Peter Thiel's defense-intelligence software contractor, which maintains deep
operational ties to both the American national security apparatus and foreign defense
organizations.

Federalist Society Convergence and Judicial
Pre-Vetting

The primary operational success of the Shabtai pipeline is the systematic placement of its
affiliates into key decision-making nodes within the federal judiciary, the Department of Justice,
and executive advisory desks. This is achieved through a highly coordinated interface with the
Federalist Society and conservative legal networks.

Nicolas David Muzin exemplifies this career trajectory. While attending Yale Law School, Muzin
served concurrently as the Vice President of the Yale Federalist Society and as an active
member of the Shabtai Society. Muzin subsequently leveraged this dual alignment to operate as
a high-level Republican political strategist, deputy chief of staff to Senator Ted Cruz, and
founder of Stonington Global. Muzin’s operational capacity was demonstrated when he
coordinated a closed-loop conference call connecting senior conservative judicial figures, legal
scholar Alan Dershowitz, former Attorney General Michael Mukasey, and influential rabbinic
networks to pre-vet legislative and judicial strategies.
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This pipeline also interfaces with the judicial clerkship selection process. The proximity of
Supreme Court Justices Brett Kavanaugh and Sonia Sotomayor (both Yale Law alumni) to the
society's networks has facilitated the placement of vetted law clerks. Usha Chilukuri Vance, a
key affiliate of this academic cohort, secured prestigious clerkships for Judge Brett Kavanaugh
on the US Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit and subsequently on the Supreme Court of the
United States.

These domestic judicial strategies are mirrored by transnational efforts to reform foreign legal
systems. The Tikvah Fund, financed by the estate of American investment manager Zalman C.
Bernstein, has historically funded conservative and Jewish education programs. Under its
modern strategic realignment, the Tikvah Fund spearheaded the 2019 creation of the Israel Law
and Liberty Forum. Modeled directly on the American Federalist Society, the Forum has
established active branches across Hebrew University, Tel Aviv University, Bar-llan University,
and Reichman University. This structural replication ensures a synchronized, conservative legal
pipeline that coordinates administrative judicial theories internationally, promoting classical
realism and state sovereignty. This network is supported by Barre Seid’s $1.6 billion donation to
the Marble Freedom Trust, managed by veteran political operative Leonard Leo, which secures



long-term capital for these interlocking legal organizations.

The Neo-Neocon Realignment and Campus Lawfare
Networks

The modern evolution of the Shabtai network is characterized by the emergence of the
"Neo-Neocon" pipeline—a strategic realignment of political and national security priorities. This
realignment is characterized by a transition from traditional bipartisan academic salon
environments to highly focused, public-private national security training programs designed to
place ideologically unified cadres into sub-cabinet executive roles.

This structural shift is executed through specialized academic and theological "finishing
schools," most notably:

e The Philos Project and Passages America Israel: Funded through multi-million dollar
annual outlays from the Bernie Marcus Foundation, these organizations target top-tier
post-graduate analysts, congressional staff, and military academy cohorts. Led by CEO
Zach Bauer (former chief of staff to Vice President Mike Pence) and board member Rivka
Kidron (former advisor to Benjamin Netanyahu), Passages America Israel operates as a
501(c)(3) public charity that integrates regional field study with national security briefings
designed by defense planners.

e The Philos Leadership Institute (PLI): This entity delivers a specialized curriculum in
"Hebraic Tradition" political theology and offensive realism, training fellows to support
proactive forward military deployments, unilateral weapons clearings, and preemptive
Middle East counter-proliferation strategies as essential parameters of American global
strategy.

Concurrently, this realignment has reshaped campus activism and federal civil rights litigation.
Shabbos Kestenbaum, an Orthodox Jewish activist and Harvard Divinity School graduate
(2024), represents the operational application of this pipeline. Originally a registered Democrat,
Kestenbaum underwent a rapid political realignment, emerging as a prominent speaker at the
2024 Republican National Convention, where he criticized elite universities and advocated for
the deportation of foreign visa holders who participate in anti-Israel protests. Kestenbaum filed a
high-profile Title VI lawsuit against Harvard University, alleging a failure to protect Jewish
students, which culminated in a confidential settlement in May 2025.

Kestenbaum’s litigation and media strategies were supported by elite conservative policy
networks, including the Tikvah Fund, where he was a student fellow, and PragerU, where he
was subsequently appointed to direct political advocacy programs in Los Angeles. This strategy
relies on close coordination with executive branch actors. For instance, the Department of
Justice’s Civil Rights Division and specialized task forces have systematically utilized private
litigation files assembled by proxy legal networks (such as the Louis D. Brandeis Center for
Human Rights Under Law and Consovoy McCarthy Park PLLC) to initiate formal federal
administrative reviews and terminate university funding allocations.

This convergence of legal warfare, private venture capital, and sovereign security priorities was
highlighted in April 2025. Rabbi Shmully Hecht hosted Israeli National Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Guvir, leader of the far-right Otzma Yehudit party, for a series of private fundraising and
policy forums in New Haven and Manhattan's Upper East Side. Despite intense protests and
resignations from several long-term Shabtai members, the event went forward, attended by
federal judges, investment bankers, and elite university faculty. This event demonstrated the
society’s role as an autonomous, secure channel for direct coordination between foreign



nationalist actors and senior American executive, judicial, and financial decision-makers.

Unified Human Capital Asset-Tracking Directory

The following database maps the specific career trajectories, entry points, and secured
executive or judicial nodes of key operatives within the Shabtai Society and its parallel national

security pipelines.

Individual Upstream Society [Historical Entry  [Target Actionable

Operative Name [Affiliation Timestamp Executive/Judicial [Administrative
Node Secured Output

Senator Cory Chai Society January 1997 United States Co-founded the

Booker (Co-Founder) Senator (D-NJ) /  [initial New Haven

Newark Mayoral
Desk

salon; structured
bipartisan
pro-Israel
networks.

Noah Feldman

Chai Society
(Co-Founder)

January 1997

Constitutional
Advisor, Coalition
Provisional
Authority (Iraq) /
Harvard Law Chair

Assisted in drafting
the transitional
Iragi constitution;
developed
academic
analyses of
executive power.

Oliver Benjamin
Karp

Chai Society
(Co-Founder)

January 1997

History Faculty, Du
Bois Biographer

Authored society
charter;
coordinated
ideological
positioning of early
cohorts.

Michael Chai Society January 1997 Doctoral Established early
Alexander (Co-Founder) Candidate, Yale [recruitment and
Graduate School |selection protocols
for lvy League
networks.
Rabbi Shmully |Chai Society / January 1997 Rabbinical Advisor|Maintained
Hecht Eliezer / Shabtai Real Estate absolute security
Director protocols; curated
closed-door
invitations; hosted
Itamar Ben-Guvir.
Nicolas David Shabtai Society / |c. 2001 Deputy Chief of  |Organized
Muzin Yale Federalist Staff, Senator Ted [closed-loop
Society Cruz / GOP pre-vetting of

Coalition Lead

judicial briefs and
legislative
strategies via

Stonington Global.




Foundation

Minister Benjamin

Individual Upstream Society [Historical Entry  [Target Actionable

Operative Name  |Affiliation Timestamp Executive/Judicial JAdministrative
Node Secured Output

JD Vance Shabtai Cohort  |c. 2010 US Senator Aligned Silicon

(R-OH) / US Vice |Valley defense

President-elect capital
(Thiel/Palantir)
with federal
executive
appointments.

Usha Chilukuri |Shabtai Cohort c. 2010 Law Clerk, Drafted judicial
Vance SCOTUS (Justice [opinions;

Brett Kavanaugh) |maintained
conservative law
clerk recruitment
networks.

Vivek Shabtai Society |c. 2003 Co-Founder, Strive[Managed
Ramaswamy Asset [Thiel-backed

Management / portfolios;

Department of coordinated public

Government campaigns against

Efficiency ESG corporate
standards.

Elbridge Colby Shabtai Society |c. 2002 Deputy Assistant |Authored the 2018

Secretary of National Defense

Defense for Strategy,

Strategy reorienting
defense
procurement
toward great
power competition.

Shabbos Tikvah Fund c. 2017 \World Zionist Spearheaded civil
Kestenbaum Fellow / Activist Congress rights litigation
Network Delegate / against lvy League

PragerU Political |universities;

Director coordinated
campus campaign
strategies.

Zach Bauer Passages Americalc. 2016 CEO, Passages |Directed national
Israel / Marcus America Israel /  [security training
Foundation Chief of Staffto  [programs for

Mike Pence theological and
legal student
cohorts.

Rivka Kidron Passages Americalc. 2016 Special Advisor to [Coordinated
Israel / Marcus Israeli Prime programmatic

curriculum; aligned




Individual Upstream Society [Historical Entry  [Target Actionable
Operative Name  |Affiliation Timestamp Executive/Judicial JAdministrative
Node Secured Output
Netanyahu US conservative
youth programs
with national
security interests.
Kenneth L. Louis D. Brandeis [c. 2004 Assistant Enforced Title VI
Marcus Center Secretary for Civil [compliance
Rights, frameworks;
Department of directed
Education administrative
investigations
against
universities.
Richard A. Rosen|Louis D. Brandeis |c. 2015 Court-appointed |Directed
Center Mediator, SDNY & |public-private legal
Second Circuit settlement regimes
targeting campus
activist funding
networks.
Omer Wiczyk Louis D. Brandeis |c. 2018 Chief, Public Led trial litigation
Center Integrity Bureau, Jand civil discovery
Bronx DA programs targeting
student
organization asset
networks.
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