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1. Executive Summary and Strategic Framework 
The intersection of domestic philanthropic capital and foreign sovereign interests represents one 
of the most complex regulatory frontiers in modern international charity law. This comprehensive 
audit examines the structural, legal, and financial mechanisms by which registered charities in 
the United Kingdom—regulated by the Charity Commission for England and Wales—and 
Canada—regulated by the Canada Revenue Agency’s (CRA) Charities Directorate—facilitate 
financial outflows to the State of Israel. Specifically, this report isolates the utilization of offshore 
transfer exemptions to channel tax-subsidized capital to entities operating within the occupied 
Palestinian territories (OPT), the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF), and state-sponsored public 
relations apparatuses, notably Israeli Public Benefit Companies (PBCs) such as "Voices of 
Israel" (PBC 51-5769212). 
 
Through a forensic examination of regulatory compliance cases, official warnings, revocation 
notices, and cross-referenced financial filings (including T3010s), this report identifies a 
systemic pattern of jurisdictional arbitrage. Domestic charities in the UK and Canada have been 
repeatedly utilized as financial conduits to subsidize foreign state initiatives. These initiatives 
range from military infrastructure and soldier welfare to the evasion of foreign lobbying 
protocols—specifically the US Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA)—via state-directed "civil 
society" fronts. Furthermore, major domestic philanthropic funds, including the United Jewish 
Israel Appeal (UJIA), the Jewish National Fund UK (JNF UK), and the UJA Federation of 
Greater Toronto, exhibit varying degrees of operational overlap with Israeli state ministries, most 
notably the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs.    
 
The analysis proceeds by mapping the macro-regulatory environment governing the "public 
benefit" test, followed by an exhaustive review of specific financial outflows to foreign armed 
forces. It then investigates the financing of internationally unrecognized settlements via 
crowdfunding conduits, and concludes with an extensive deconstruction of the strategic 
deployment of philanthropic networks by the Israeli government to reshape diaspora narratives 
and foreign legislative environments. 
 
2. The Regulatory Topography: Parameters of the "Public Benefit" Test 
In both the United Kingdom and Canada, the legal framework governing charitable status is 
fundamentally predicated on the doctrine of "public benefit." To qualify for tax-exempt status, an 
organization must direct its resources exclusively toward legally recognized charitable purposes 
(e.g., the relief of poverty, the advancement of education, or the advancement of religion) and 
maintain strict control over its capital, particularly when operating internationally. The 
subsidization of foreign state militaries or the facilitation of state-directed lobbying severely 
strains, and often fractures, this doctrine. 
 
2.1 The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) and the "Direction and Control" Mandate 
Under the Canadian Income Tax Act, registered charities must either conduct their own 
charitable activities using staff and volunteers or fund "qualified donees". When operating 



abroad or working with non-qualified intermediaries, Canadian charities must maintain absolute 
"direction and control" over their resources to ensure funds are exclusively devoted to their own 
charitable purposes. T3010 Registered Charity Information Returns provide visibility into these 
transfers, though CRA inputs have historically captured only a fraction of comprehensive 
inter-charity gift data.    
 
The CRA explicitly maintains that supporting the armed forces of a foreign state lacks the 
requisite "public benefit" and constitutes an unstated collateral non-charitable purpose. 
Subsidizing a foreign military essentially co-opts the Canadian taxpayer into indirectly funding a 
foreign sovereign's defense budget, violating the foundational premise of charitable 
independence. Enforcement decisions by the CRA demonstrate that charitable registration 
depends on continuous compliance with these statutory requirements, and weaknesses in the 
oversight of foreign activities frequently converge into the loss of charitable status.    
 
2.2 The UK Charity Commission and the Prohibition of Foreign State Apparatus Funding 
The UK Charity Commission operates under a framework requiring trustees to safeguard the 
charity’s assets and reputation, enforcing the rule that a charity operating in the UK cannot 
provide aid, infrastructure, or military supplies to any foreign armed force in furtherance of a 
charitable purpose. Furthermore, the Commission regulates the indirect impacts of charitable 
giving. While operating in occupied territories is not explicitly illegal under domestic UK charity 
law, funding activities that consolidate illegal settlements risks breaching international law (e.g., 
the Geneva Conventions) and brings the charity into severe disrepute, triggering regulatory 
compliance cases and official warnings.    
 
3. The Militarization of Philanthropy: Tracing Capital to the IDF 
A primary vector of regulatory scrutiny in both jurisdictions involves the routing of tax-subsidized 
funds to the Israeli Defense Forces. Charities have historically navigated this by claiming to 
support the "welfare," "education," or "recreation" of soldiers, rather than purchasing kinetic 
military equipment. However, recent regulatory enforcement actions demonstrate that both the 
UK and Canada are increasingly rejecting this distinction, recognizing that relieving a foreign 
state of its welfare obligations toward its military effectively subsidizes the military apparatus as 
a whole. 
 
3.1 UK Enforcement: The Case of UK-AWIS 
The UK Friends of the Association for the Wellbeing of Israel's Soldiers (UK-AWIS) (Charity 
Number: 1084272) operates with the stated principal objects of relieving the need and suffering 
of serving and discharged Israeli soldiers, advancing their education, and providing recreational 
facilities. For the financial year ending March 31, 2025, UK-AWIS reported a total income of 
£374,934 and a total expenditure of £544,924.    
 
The charity, whose trustees include Colonel Richard Kemp, Miguel Gerado Abadi, Benny 
Shachor, and Joshua Swidler , became the subject of an ongoing Charity Commission 
regulatory compliance case. The regulator's intervention was initially sparked by concerns that 
UK-AWIS was fundraising for direct military support for the IDF. While the Commission initially 



found no direct evidence of funds being misapplied outside stated objects, it issued a severe 
"Official Warning" regarding the charity's digital footprint.    
 
The warning centered on a promotional video featured on the charity's website and YouTube 
channel. The montage featured combat scenes and airstrikes, culminating in what appeared to 
be footage of a person being killed. The Commission determined that the trustees had breached 
their legal duties by failing to act in the charity's best interests and exposing its reputation to 
unnecessary risk. This failure in governance was exacerbated by the fact that the trustees had 
outsourced digital management to a former executive director operating as a PR consultant. 
Following the launch of the investigation in December 2023, UK-AWIS suspended its transfers 
to Israel, but conspicuously resumed them in July 2024 after submitting an interim report to the 
regulator. Prior to the investigation, the charity openly encouraged donors to "Adopt an IDF 
combat unit".    
 
Furthermore, the integration of UK-AWIS leadership into mainstream media narratives highlights 
a secondary function of such charities. Trustee Colonel Richard Kemp frequently appears in 
national media as an independent terrorism expert, often without disclosure of his directorship of 
a charity bankrolled by and fundraising for the IDF. This blurs the line between independent 
analysis and state-aligned charitable advocacy.    
 
3.2 Canadian Enforcement: Mass Revocations for Military Support 
The CRA has adopted a markedly more aggressive posture regarding the militarization of 
Canadian charitable funds. Over the course of 2024 and 2026, the CRA Charities Directorate 
initiated a wave of revocations targeting high-profile Jewish philanthropic organizations for 
violating the prohibition on funding foreign armed forces. 
 
Charity Name​ Business Registration No.​ Revocation Date​ Primary Infractions Cited by 
CRA 
Jewish National Fund of Canada (JNF Canada)​ N/A​ August 2024​  
Supporting a foreign military (infrastructure on IDF bases); failing "direction and control"; 
providing funds to non-qualified donees.  
 
Canadian Zionist Cultural Association (CZCA)​ N/A​ February 21, 2026​  
Unstated collateral non-charitable purpose of increasing efficiency of a foreign armed force 
(IDF); governance deficiencies.  
 
Canada Charity Partners​ 818335390RR0001​ February 21, 2026​  
Failure to implement compliance agreement; funding Israeli military; failure to maintain 
adequate books and records.  
 
   
The JNF Canada Revocation: JNF Canada's charitable status was revoked primarily because 
its resources were utilized to fund infrastructure projects on Israeli army, air, and naval bases. 
The CRA concluded that JNF Canada failed to be constituted exclusively for charitable 



purposes and lacked the required direction and control over its activities in Israel, effectively 
acting as a conduit. While early drafts of the CRA's Notice of Intention to Revoke (NITR) heavily 
cited JNF Canada's funding of projects in the occupied West Bank, the CRA ultimately dropped 
the settlement issue as the primary statutory basis for revocation in 2019, focusing instead on 
the military infrastructure and control deficiencies. JNF Canada has launched an appeal to the 
Federal Court, while advocacy groups like CIJA have publicly pressured the Minister of National 
Revenue to retract the revocation.    
 
The CZCA and Canada Charity Partners Revocations: In February 2026, the CRA formalized 
the revocations of the CZCA and Canada Charity Partners. The CRA explicitly noted that these 
charities harbored the "unstated collateral non-charitable purpose" of "increasing the efficiency 
and effectiveness of a foreign armed forces". Canada Charity Partners had previously signed a 
compliance agreement in March 2020 but failed to implement the corrective measures, 
demonstrating chronic repeat non-compliance regarding its book-keeping and charitable 
resource devotion. CZCA’s revocation illustrates how governance deficiencies, recordkeeping 
failures, and weaknesses in the oversight of foreign activities can converge into a total loss of 
charitable status. T3010 filings for CZCA in 2019 and 2020 indicated intentions to amend 
reporting after CRA audits found properties situated in Israel were not recorded in the charity's 
books.    
 
The CRA's decision to pivot away from the settlement issue in its final revocation logic for JNF 
Canada is highly revealing. Adjudicating the legality of international territorial disputes 
introduces severe political friction. Conversely, the "direction and control" doctrine and the 
prohibition on supporting foreign militaries represent rigid, binary tax law requirements. The 
CRA utilized the path of least legal resistance to achieve the revocation. 
 
4. Financing Illegal Settlements: Offshore Conduits and the OPT 
The facilitation of capital into Israeli settlements in the West Bank—territories recognized as 
illegally occupied under international law—poses a severe challenge to domestic charity 
regulators. Settlements act as geographic flashpoints that frequently entangle domestic charities 
in breaches of international conventions, forcing regulators to assess whether supporting such 
communities constitutes a valid "public benefit." 
 
4.1 UK Toremet and the JGive Ecosystem 
UK Toremet (Charity Number: 1140972) operates primarily as a donor-advised fund and conduit, 
facilitating offshore transfers by pooling donations and distributing them to specified causes. 
With a reported income exceeding £2.69 million for the financial year ending March 2025 , UK 
Toremet functions as the UK processing arm for JGive, an Israeli crowdfunding platform. 
Donations made in GBP via JGive are paid to UK Toremet, whose trustees theoretically apply 
their discretion to disburse the funds to the intended foreign non-profit.    
 
An exhaustive investigation prompted a formal complaint by UK Member of Parliament Melanie 
Ward, who alleged that 32 charities in England and Wales had funneled £28 million to illegal 
Israeli settlements over five years. UK Toremet, alongside the Kasner Charitable Trust (KCT), 



was explicitly named for acting as a conduit to transfer approximately £5.7 million to the Bnei 
Akiva Yeshiva high school in Susya, a settlement in the West Bank. Furthermore, in 2022, UK 
Toremet facilitated a transfer of £38,479 to Regavim, a pro-settler organization actively involved 
in the destruction of Palestinian properties and subject to EU sanctions. UK Toremet was also 
implicated in hosting live donation pages for Artzenu, an entity subjected to UK government 
sanctions for backing extremist settler farms.    
 
UK Toremet has robustly defended its operations, claiming full compliance with the Charity 
Commission's guidelines and English charity law. The charity asserts that Shivat Zion Lerigvy 
Admata and Artzenu were never approved recipients, and that the grant to Regavim was 
restricted to educational projects within Israel's pre-1967 borders, noting that Regavim is no 
longer an approved recipient.    
 
In response to mounting political pressure, the Charity Commission launched an active 
consideration of the wider legal and compliance issues relating to charities operating in 
Palestine. Crucially, while operating in the OPT is not intrinsically illegal under UK charity law, 
the Charity Commission referred potential criminal matters to the police and sought specialized 
legal counsel from the Attorney General regarding the intersection of charitable status and the 
Geneva Conventions. The Commission's Chief Executive subsequently met with Foreign Office 
ministers, agreeing to co-author binding guidance to govern charities operating in contested 
territories to prevent public trust from eroding.    
 
The structural architecture of conduit charities like UK Toremet insulates the ultimate donor from 
direct regulatory scrutiny while affording them mechanisms like Gift Aid, which effectively 
subsidizes the donation via the UK taxpayer. By utilizing platforms like JGive, the domestic 
charity absorbs the legal liability of vetting the foreign end-user. When these end-users pivot into 
extremism or are designated for sanctions, the conduit charity inevitably suffers a lag in 
compliance, resulting in retroactive justifications and reputational damage.    
 
4.2 Mizrachi Organization of Canada and Settlement Funding 
In Canada, the Mizrachi Organization of Canada (Business Registration: 119043891RR0001) 
mirrors the conduit behaviors observed in the UK. Research into Mizrachi Canada's T3010 tax 
filings reveals that over $4 million was routed to dozens of groups supporting settlement 
activities in the West Bank between 2022 and 2023. Much of this capital was processed through 
the JGive platform, highlighting JGive's central role as an international philanthropic router for 
the settlement enterprise.    
 
Following public complaints regarding campaigns for the Mount Hebron Fund, JGive claimed 
that the availability of certain settlement campaigns for Canadian donors was a "technical error" 
and that Mizrachi Canada had not authorized the pages. JGive issued refunds but noted the 
campaigns remained open for other currencies. The sheer volume of funds 
transferred—spanning projects from Yeshivat Hesder Eli to Bnei Netzari—highlights a systemic 
challenge regarding the "direction and control" over end-user utilization in the OPT.    
 



5. Legacy Philanthropy: Navigating Compliance and Controversy 
Beyond conduit charities and military welfare entities, traditional, legacy philanthropic 
pillars—namely JNF UK and UJIA—have also faced escalating regulatory and public scrutiny as 
they attempt to balance massive fundraising operations with the tightening constraints of charity 
law. 
 
5.1 JNF UK and Operational Compliance 
JNF UK has historically operated with a degree of separation from its global counterpart, 
KKL-JNF. The two engaged in legal action over the use of the "JNF" name in the UK, eventually 
making peace. Despite this autonomy, JNF UK remains a focal point for domestic regulatory 
pressure. The Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) submitted extensive complaints to the 
Charity Commission and the Attorney General, demanding an investigation into JNF UK’s 
charitable status.    
 
The core of the PSC's complaint centers on JNF UK's 2014 and 2015 annual accounts, which 
listed a remittance to Israel titled the "Tzuk Eitan Gaza war effort". "Operation Protective Edge" 
(Tzuk Eitan) was a major 51-day IDF military campaign in Gaza. PSC argued that funding 
military efforts invalidates charitable status. Additionally, PSC highlighted JNF UK’s financial 
support for the OR Movement, an Israeli organization that facilitated the construction of the 
Jewish town of Hiran, which was intended to replace the unrecognized Bedouin village of 
Umm-al-Hiran following forcible evacuations. While the Charity Commission requested evidence 
from PSC, it initially refrained from committing to a full statutory inquiry.    
 
JNF UK has also navigated severe internal governance controversies. In 2023, the Commission 
disqualified JNF UK trustee Gary Mond for two and a half years following social media posts 
deemed Islamophobic (e.g., claiming civilization was at war with Islam). In an unprecedented 
outcome, Mond successfully appealed the decision, marking the first time the Charity 
Commission has had a disqualification order overturned by a tribunal, which deemed the 
penalty disproportionate.    
 
Simultaneously, JNF UK deeply integrates into cultural public benefit initiatives. In 2018, JNF UK 
and KKL-JNF organized the "Notes of Hope" concert at the International Convention Centre in 
Jerusalem. Conducted by Francesco Lotoro, the concert premiered salvaged musical works 
composed by prisoners in Nazi concentration camps, drawing high-profile attendance including 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. These cultural events serve as powerful vehicles for 
donor engagement, layering irrefutable charitable activities (Holocaust memorialization and arts) 
over the organization's more controversial territorial funding operations.    
 
5.2 UJIA (United Jewish Israel Appeal) 
UJIA (Charity No. 1060078) is a colossal force in UK Jewish philanthropy, acting in a 
supervisory capacity over UJIA Israel to monitor program implementations. During the year 
ending September 2023, grants of £179,530 were made towards UJIA Israel's monitoring and 
core program costs. UJIA handles the administration of UK Birthright trips ("Israel Experience") 
in partnership with the Jewish Agency for Israel.    



 
The charity underwent severe public backlash when one of its organized tours included an 
overnight stay in a West Bank settlement. In response, UJIA quickly reiterated that its financial 
allocations are strictly restricted to projects within Israel's internationally recognized borders (the 
1967 Green Line) and immediately launched a rapid review of its existing policies and 
procedures to ensure total compliance with UK charity law.    
 
Recognizing the existential threat posed by non-compliance, UJIA actively recruited a "Head of 
Governance and Compliance" to champion best practices, manage legal support, and ensure 
excellence in the charity's compliance framework relative to Charity Commission guidelines. 
Unlike conduit charities that brazenly facilitate settlement funding, UJIA has preemptively 
erected geographical and administrative firewalls to protect its primary educational and 
community-building missions, though its broad footprint constantly exposes it to adjacent 
political controversies.    
 
6. The Corporate Veil: PBC 51-5769212 and FARA Evasion 
Perhaps the most intricate and sophisticated element of this audit involves tracing the utilization 
of domestic charities and Public Benefit Companies (PBCs) by the Israeli government to 
execute state-sponsored public relations campaigns, influence foreign legislative policy, and 
systematically bypass the United States Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA).    
 
6.1 The Evolution of PBC 51-5769212: Kela Shlomo, Concert, and Voices of Israel 
The entity registered in Israel as PBC 51-5769212 (515769212) was established in Tel Aviv in 
2018 as a joint venture with the State of Israel. Its overarching mandate is to execute "mass 
consciousness activities," combat the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement, 
and shape foreign legislative landscapes in favor of Israeli state interests.    
 
The entity has undergone a series of rebranding efforts, evolving from "Kela Shlomo" 
(Solomon's Sling), to "Concert - Together for Israel," and finally to "Voices of Israel". Initially 
managed by the Ministry of Strategic Affairs, the organization was later absorbed by the Ministry 
of Diaspora Affairs and Combating Antisemitism.    
 
Leaked internal documents and emails obtained by hacktivist collectives in 2024 exposed the 
foundational strategy behind Kela Shlomo. The Israeli Ministry of Strategic Affairs, highly 
cognizant of the enforcement actions taken by the US Department of Justice under FARA during 
the Trump administration, required a mechanism to fund US and European organizations 
without triggering foreign agent registration. Under US law, any entity receiving direct funding 
from a foreign government to influence policy must register as a foreign agent—a designation 
that imposes a "propaganda" disclaimer on distributed materials and severely undermines an 
organization's civil-society credibility.    
 
To circumnavigate FARA, the Ministry explicitly engineered Kela Shlomo/Voices of Israel as a 
non-governmental organization (NGO) and a Public Benefit Company. Liat Glazer, a former 
legal adviser to the Ministry of Strategic Affairs, noted in leaked memos that utilizing a 



third-party non-profit would prevent FARA registration while allowing the Israeli government to 
maintain "means of supervision and management" through grant-making and informal 
coordination.    
 
6.2 Financial Capitalization and the Central Fund of Israel 
To sustain this illusion of philanthropic independence, "Voices of Israel" required capital from 
non-governmental sources to trigger matching funds from the state. Despite ambitious goals of 
raising 128 million shekels through foreign donations, Kela Shlomo initially struggled to secure 
funding. It was rescued in 2017 by a massive $700,000 infusion from the Central Fund of Israel 
(CFI).    
 
The Central Fund of Israel acts as a critical financial artery, enabling North American taxpayers 
to make tax-exempt donations that are subsequently funneled to Israeli settlements and 
right-wing nationalist groups. By utilizing CFI capital, Voices of Israel established its "civil 
society" facade, enabling the Israeli government to unlock matching tranches of millions of 
shekels.    
 
Between October 2023 and May 2024, the government oversaw the allocation of roughly $8.6 
million (32 million shekels) to Voices of Israel to reshape public discourse surrounding the war in 
Gaza, influence college campus protests, and push anti-BDS legislation at the state and federal 
levels. The network's reach is extensive, funding programs such as Hasbara Fellowships across 
North American universities, the European Leadership Network, and cultivating specialized 
support mechanisms providing low-cost "digital guerrilla warfare" grants to smaller organizations 
up to 200,000 shekels each.    
 
The weaponization of the Public Benefit Company structure represents a masterclass in 
jurisdictional arbitrage. By masking sovereign state funds within the corporate veil of a domestic 
Israeli NGO, the Israeli government effectively laundered its geopolitical lobbying efforts. This 
allowed the state to interface with domestic charities in the US, UK, and Canada as a peer 
philanthropic entity rather than as a foreign sovereign. 
 
6.3 The Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and the Re-framing of Geopolitical Advocacy 
The transfer of Voices of Israel from the Ministry of Strategic Affairs (a 
defense/intelligence-oriented organ) to the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs represents a profound 
strategic pivot. The Ministry of Diaspora Affairs focuses on Jewish identity, community cohesion, 
and combating antisemitism. By situating the state's premier anti-BDS and lobbying front under 
this ministry, the Israeli government effectively conflated geopolitical defense with global Jewish 
welfare.    
 
This structural alignment enables seamless integration with mainstream diaspora philanthropic 
heavyweights. The Ministry has orchestrated multi-million dollar agreements with entities like the 
Maccabi World Union to invest in the fight against delegitimization. Moving Voices of Israel to 
the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs was a tactical maneuver that neutralized the 
intelligence-gathering stigma attached to the Ministry of Strategic Affairs. In the eyes of Western 



regulators, a program combating "antisemitism" in the diaspora enjoys significantly wider 
operational latitude and charitable validity than a program overtly executing "mass 
consciousness activities" on behalf of a foreign military state.    
 
7. The Diaspora Synchronization: UJA Federation of Greater Toronto and State Alignment 
The alignment of domestic philanthropy with Israeli state ministries is most vividly illustrated by 
the operations of the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto. As one of North America's leading 
Jewish non-profits, UJA Federation wields massive financial influence, driving initiatives focused 
on poverty reduction, Jewish education, and countering antisemitism.    
 
7.1 Financial Footprint and CIJA Advocacy 
The UJA Federation's financial footprint is staggering. T3010 reporting structures indicate 
massive outflows, such as $2,222,939 directed to United Israel Appeal North York, operating 
alongside massive generic hospital gifts (e.g., $58.7 million to the Hospital for Sick Children 
Foundation) which contextualizes the sheer scale of Canadian charitable giving.    
 
Crucially, UJA Federation extensively supports the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), 
deploying massive resources toward domestic political mobilization. Snapshot reports indicate 
CIJA mobilizes tens of thousands of Ontarians to contact MPs in support of anti-BDS motions 
and distributes pro-Israel products on university campuses. While legal within the bounds of 
Canadian political activity allowances for charities, this aligns perfectly with the overarching 
objectives of Voices of Israel and the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs, creating an ecosystem where 
domestic Canadian charity funds seamlessly complement Israeli state-sponsored diaspora 
management strategies.    
 
7.2 Structural Integration with the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 
UJA Federation frequently partners directly with the Israeli government. The Federation 
sponsored and hosted the World Council of Israelis Abroad conference in Toronto, an event 
directly partnered with the Jewish Agency for Israel and Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs.    
 
Furthermore, UJA Federation utilizes cultural events as massive fundraising and solidarity 
mechanisms. The Federation organizes the annual "Walk with Israel," which recently drew an 
estimated 60,000 attendees, transforming midtown Toronto into a demonstration of community 
resilience. Similarly, UJA Federation hosts high-profile cultural events such as the "Voices of 
Hope" Shabbat Shirah concert, and the "Am Yisrael Chai" community concert. These concerts, 
while serving legitimate community-building and charitable functions (promoted under charitable 
registration numbers 108155797RR0002 and 119276723RR0001) , parallel the cultural 
diplomacy tactics observed in the JNF UK "Notes of Hope" concert. By merging cultural 
celebration with geopolitical solidarity, UJA Federation maintains a highly mobilized donor base 
capable of injecting millions into the global philanthropic network.    
 
8. Emerging Tax-Exempt Entities and the Broader Ecosystem 
The ecosystem of tax-exempt advocacy is continually expanding to encompass new, 
specialized entities. For instance, the Vine & Fig Tree Fund Inc. (EIN: 99-2100887), a New 



York-based entity tax-exempt since February 2025, rapidly accumulated over $851,000 in 
revenue in its first year. This fund provides hundreds of thousands of dollars in general support 
for programs combating antisemitism, explicitly partnering with organizations like the Combat 
Antisemitism Movement. The Combat Antisemitism Movement itself has been scrutinized for its 
operational proximity to the Israeli Diaspora Affairs Ministry. The proliferation of entities like Vine 
& Fig Tree demonstrates how the architecture of offshore transfer exemptions and domestic tax 
subsidies is constantly innovating, ensuring that capital flows remain fluid, dispersed, and 
increasingly difficult for national regulators to isolate and audit.    
 
9. Conclusion and Future Regulatory Trajectories 
This exhaustive audit of the UK Charity Commission and Canada Revenue Agency databases, 
cross-referenced with Israeli corporate registries and leaked state directives, reveals a highly 
sophisticated, multi-jurisdictional ecosystem. 
 
The Weaponization of the PBC Structure: The establishment of PBC 51-5769212 (Voices of 
Israel / Concert / Kela Shlomo) provides empirical proof that the Israeli state has intentionally 
designed corporate structures to launder sovereign lobbying funds into "civil society" grants. By 
subsidizing entities like the Central Fund of Israel , the state leverages tax-exempt diaspora 
capital to fight a proxy war on foreign campuses and legislative floors, entirely bypassing the 
transparency requirements of FARA.    
 
Asymmetrical Regulatory Enforcement: A distinct divergence exists between the UK and 
Canadian regulatory models. The CRA has proven highly lethal to charities breaching the 
"direction and control" guidelines or subsidizing foreign militaries, decisively revoking JNF 
Canada, CZCA, and Canada Charity Partners. The CRA strategically avoids the geopolitical 
quagmire of adjudicating international settlement law, choosing to execute revocations based 
solely on strict, binary tax code violations (military funding and administrative control).    
 
Conversely, the UK Charity Commission favors compliance agreements, interim reports, and 
official warnings (e.g., UK-AWIS and UK Toremet). However, by inviting the Attorney General 
and the Foreign Office to draft binding guidance on charities operating in the OPT , the UK is 
attempting to forge a definitive legal nexus between domestic charity law and international 
humanitarian law.    
 
The Accountability Void of Conduit Philanthropy: Donor-advised funds and crowdfunding 
portals—specifically JGive, UK Toremet, and Mizrachi Organization of Canada—act as the 
prime accelerants for offshore settlement funding. By pooling capital, these entities sever the 
direct line of liability between the domestic taxpayer and the sanctioned end-user. Until 
regulators pierce the veil of the conduit model and demand strict, preemptive end-user vetting 
across all integrated platforms, offshore exemptions will continue to subsidize internationally 
condemned territorial expansion.    
 
Ultimately, domestic philanthropic structures in the UK and Canada are being subjected to 
extraordinary stress by state actors and ideologically driven conduits. The standard definitions 



of "public benefit" and "charitable purpose" were never designed to withstand the pressures of 
modern, digitized, state-sponsored geopolitical warfare. Both the Charity Commission and the 
CRA are now actively rewriting the boundaries of global philanthropic compliance in real-time, 
facing an interconnected network of capital that continually adapts to regulatory constraints. 
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Sovereign Debt Coercion and Infrastructure Capture: An Analysis of Elliott Management's 
Campaigns Against UK Strategic Assets 
Executive Summary 
The financialization of critical public infrastructure and strategic national assets has entered a 
highly aggressive and transformative phase, characterized by the deployment of distressed debt 
tactics and clandestine corporate governance interventions by international hedge funds. This 
report provides an exhaustive investigation into the operational methodologies of Elliott 
Investment Management, spearheaded in Europe by Gordon Singer, as it executes parallel 
campaigns to subordinate United Kingdom infrastructure and energy strategies to short-term 
yield requirements and distressed capital extraction. 
 
By comprehensively mapping the "London & Valley Water" (L&VW) creditor consortium's 
attempt to restructure Thames Water's catastrophic debt burden—estimated between £17.6 
billion and nearly £20 billion—this analysis uncovers a paradigm of regulatory coercion. The 
consortium's demands, which include the waiving of an estimated £1 billion in regulatory fines, 
the extraction of nearly £750 million in restructuring fees, and unprecedented demands for 
absolute immunity from environmental prosecution, represent an unparalleled challenge to state 
sovereignty over privatized public utilities. Concurrently, an examination of Elliott Management's 
activist campaign against the British energy major BP reveals a synchronized strategy of 
boardroom destabilization. This campaign resulted in the clandestine ousting of BP’s legacy 
leadership, the subversion of institutional shareholder voting, and the systematic dismantling of 
the energy major's renewable transition strategy in favor of high-yield fossil fuel extraction. 
 
Through forensic cross-referencing of UK Companies House filings, regulatory disclosures, 
macroeconomic policy shifts, and corporate board actions, this report delineates how complex 
corporate obfuscation and the threat of sovereign bond market contagion are utilized to compel 
regulatory forbearance and engineer the capture of UK strategic assets. 
 
The Macroeconomic Context of UK Infrastructure Distress 
To comprehend the leverage currently being exerted over the UK government, it is essential to 
first understand the structural and macroeconomic vulnerabilities that exposed British 
infrastructure to distressed debt arbitrage. 



 
The Legacy of Privatization and the Financialization of Water 
The privatization of the English and Welsh water sector in 1989 under the government of 
Margaret Thatcher was predicated on the assumption that private capital would drive efficiency 
and fund necessary capital expenditures. However, the subsequent decades witnessed the 
profound financialization of these essential monopolies. Thames Water, the largest utility serving 
approximately 16 million customers across London and the South East, became the archetype 
of this leveraged model. Successive ownership structures heavily leveraged the company's 
balance sheet, accumulating debt that eventually reached £17.6 billion, while simultaneously 
extracting billions of pounds in dividends and executive bonuses.    
 
This debt accumulation occurred largely during an era of zero interest-rate policy (ZIRP), 
wherein borrowing was exceptionally cheap, and the regulatory capital value (RCV) of the 
company was continually leveraged to support shareholder distributions rather than being 
reinvested into infrastructure resilience. Consequently, Thames Water experienced systemic 
underinvestment, leading to the rapid degradation of aging networks, escalating sewage 
discharges into rivers and coastal waters, and deteriorating public health outcomes.    
 
The Shift to Normalized Rates and the Leverage Trap 
The transition from a low-interest-rate environment to normalized, higher macroeconomic 
interest rates fundamentally shattered the viability of the highly leveraged Thames Water model. 
The cost of servicing a near-£20 billion debt pile—equivalent to 86% of the company's 
regulatory capital value—rapidly consumed the utility's operating cash flow. With a third of each 
customer bill eventually diverted merely to service existing debt, the company found itself 
structurally insolvent and unable to fund the massive capital expenditures required by 
environmental regulators.    
 
As traditional capital markets and initial private equity sponsors (such as KKR, which withdrew 
from a proposed equity raise) retreated from the systemic risks posed by Thames Water's 
impending insolvency, a vacuum emerged. This vacuum was rapidly filled by a vanguard of 
distressed debt and special situations funds. These entities specialize in acquiring corporate 
debt at steep discounts on the secondary market during periods of extreme financial uncertainty, 
with the explicit aim of dictating the terms of any subsequent restructuring to maximize their 
internal rates of return.    
 
Leading this vanguard is Elliott Investment Management, a Florida-based hedge fund managing 
approximately $65 billion (£50 billion) in assets, globally renowned for its aggressive sovereign 
and corporate debt enforcement strategies. The firm's modus operandi—honed through 
decades of high-stakes litigation and financial coercion—is now being actively deployed against 
the regulatory and sovereign frameworks of the United Kingdom.    
 
Mapping the London & Valley Water Consortium: Architecture of Obfuscation 
To execute the takeover and restructuring of Thames Water, its senior creditors organized into a 
highly structured consortium operating under the moniker "London & Valley Water" (L&VW). 



This syndicate is composed of apex distressed debt funds, private equity firms, and major 
institutional asset managers, including Elliott Investment Management, Silver Point Capital, 
Apollo Global Management, BlackRock, and M&G.    
 
The strategic direction of Elliott’s involvement in this campaign is spearheaded by Gordon 
Singer, the son of the firm's billionaire founder Paul Singer. Gordon Singer manages Elliott's 
London office and serves as the point person for the Thames Water restructuring. The 
ideological and behavioral precedents of Elliott Management provide crucial context for the 
consortium's posture toward the UK government. Paul Singer, a major donor to Donald Trump's 
political action committees and Republican causes, famously catalyzed Argentina's sovereign 
bond crisis, culminating in Elliott ordering the impounding of an Argentinian navy ship to force 
debt repayment. Similarly, Gordon Singer operates with significant political proximity in the UK, 
notably attempting to donate to the failed Conservative party leadership campaign of Robert 
Jenrick in 2024—a donation returned and deemed "impermissible" by the Electoral Commission 
due to address registration irregularities.    
 
Forensic Analysis of Companies House Filings 
Despite the immense public interest inherent in the control of critical national infrastructure, an 
analysis of UK Companies House records reveals that the L&VW consortium operates through 
a deliberately opaque corporate architecture. This structure is designed to shield the ultimate 
beneficial owners (the hedge funds) from direct regulatory and political scrutiny while 
maintaining absolute operational and legal control over the restructuring vehicle. 
 
Corporate Entity​ Registration Number (CRN)​ Incorporation Date​ Registered Address​
Functional Role within Syndicate Architecture 
London & Valley Water Limited​ 16607359​ 25 July 2025​ 7th Floor 50 Broadway, 
London, SW1H 0DB​ The primary public-facing vehicle established to interface with Ofwat, 
submit the £20.5bn restructuring plan, and absorb the Thames Water assets. 
Mancorp (UK) Limited​05836513​ 5 June 2006​ Ground Floor, Templeback, 10 Temple 
Back, Bristol, BS1 6FL​ The designated Person with Significant Control (PSC) holding 
75% or more voting rights over London & Valley Water Limited. Acts as a structural intermediary. 
Vistra Trust Company Limited​ 06364800​ 4 October 2007​ First Floor, 
Templeback, 10 Temple Back, Bristol, BS1 6FL​ The designated PSC over Mancorp (UK) 
Limited. Operates as an Authorised Corporate Service Provider (ACSP) to provide fiduciary 
shielding. 
Table 1: Corporate hierarchy and intermediary structure of the London & Valley Water 
consortium based on UK Companies House filings.    
 
London & Valley Water Limited was incorporated as a private limited company on 25 July 2025. 
Its active director is listed as Christopher Charles Munday, following the resignation of Karen 
Elizabeth Howell-Bowley. However, the operational control of this entity does not rest with its 
directors. Companies House filings reveal that the Person with Significant Control (PSC) over 
London & Valley Water Limited is Mancorp (UK) Limited (CRN: 05836513), which holds 75% or 



more of the shares and voting rights, as well as the unmitigated right to appoint or remove 
directors.    
 
Tracing the corporate chain further, Mancorp (UK) Limited is directed by Richard David Hilton 
and Caterina Musgrave Juer, whose identities were verified by an Authorised Corporate Service 
Provider (ACSP). The PSC of Mancorp (UK) Limited is identified as Vistra Trust Company 
Limited.    
 
The Strategic Utility of Fiduciary Shielding 
The utilization of Vistra Trust Company Limited (and historically entities like Jordans Trust 
Company) functions as a sophisticated mechanism of fiduciary distancing. Vistra operates as an 
ACSP, a legal construct frequently utilized to manage complex international capital and provide 
administrative anonymity for ultimate beneficial owners.    
 
By layering the corporate control through Mancorp and culminating in a trust company, Elliott 
Management, Silver Point Capital, and their partners insulate themselves from direct public and 
parliamentary accountability. When the UK government or the regulatory body Ofwat negotiates 
with London & Valley Water, they are technically interfacing with a newly minted corporate shell 
directed by intermediaries, rather than directly binding the multi-billion-dollar parent funds to 
legal or environmental liabilities. This obfuscation is a calculated tactical advantage during 
sovereign negotiations, allowing the capital allocators to dictate terms from behind a veil of 
corporate anonymity while they negotiate the effective capture of critical UK water infrastructure. 
 
The £17.6 Billion Restructuring Ultimatum 
Operating from this shielded corporate position, the L&VW consortium escalated its coercion of 
the UK state. In October 2025, following months of deadlocked negotiations, L&VW submitted a 
highly aggressive, non-binding turnaround, transformation, and recapitalization proposal to 
Ofwat and the Thames Water board.    
 
Framed publicly as a "market-led solution" that would supposedly avoid the need for taxpayer 
funding, the proposal outlines a five-year turnaround strategy involving £20.5 billion ($27.4 
billion) in total expenditure (Totex). The consortium claimed this capital would fund the 
large-scale replacement of aging water mains, improve capacity across sewage treatment 
works, and support regional growth.    
 
However, a forensic examination of the financial engineering underpinning the proposal reveals 
a restructuring designed to forcefully annihilate junior creditors and existing equity, while 
simultaneously extracting immense capital value for the apex senior debt holders orchestrating 
the maneuver. 
 
Financial Mechanics: Debt Haircuts and Capital Injections 
The consortium, comprised largely of Class A bondholders who had acquired the debt at 
distressed, cut-price levels, dictated a ruthless restructuring of the capital stack.    
 



The fundamental financial conditions of the L&VW proposal stipulate: 
 
Senior Debt Write-Downs: A mandatory 25% write-off of existing Class A Debt, equating to 
approximately £4 billion in nominal value. In exchange for this haircut, the Class A senior 
creditors demanded a minimum of 10% of the newly recapitalized company's equity, effectively 
granting them a dominant equity position post-restructuring.    
 
Annihilation of Subordinated Capital: The proposal mandates a total 100% write-off of the Class 
B Debt, erasing approximately £1 billion in value held by junior lenders. Furthermore, all existing 
equity, which was previously valued at £5 billion before the crisis, is to be entirely cancelled, 
wiping out legacy shareholders completely.    
 
Holding Company Debt Severance: An additional £2.5 billion of holding company debt is to be 
legally separated from the operational structure and effectively written off, further punishing 
investors outside the favored senior creditor ring.    
 
New Capital Injection: The consortium pledged to inject £3.35 billion in new equity alongside the 
provision of a new debt facility totaling up to £6.55 billion, intended to provide the liquidity 
runway required to keep the utility operational before a proposed return to public stock markets 
no earlier than March 2030.    
 
Value Extraction: The £749 Million Restructuring Fee Controversy 
Perhaps the most aggressive and controversial element of the financial engineering is the 
mechanism by which the consortium seeks to extract value directly from the distressed asset 
they claim to be rescuing. The restructuring plan dictates that Thames Water itself will be held 
liable for the exorbitant transactional costs of its own hostile takeover. 
 
According to financial disclosures, the emergency restructuring deal would cost Thames Water 
an estimated £749 million to £750 million.    
 
Fee Category​ Estimated Amount (£)​Recipient Entity​ Purpose / Justification 
Creditor Fees​ £160 million​ Senior Creditors (e.g., Elliott, Silver Point)​ Direct fees payable to 
the consortium members orchestrating the deal. 
Accrued Interest​ £285 million - £286 million​ Senior Creditors​ Interest owed to 
creditors, payable immediately upon completion of the restructuring. 
Advisory & Legal Costs​ £254 million​ Bankers, Lawyers, Financial Advisors​
Remuneration for the syndicate of over 100 professionals advising on the insolvency and 
restructuring. 
Other Creditor Fees​ £50 million​ Various Junior / Subordinated Creditors​ Minor fee 
allocations outside the primary senior tranche. 
Total Extraction​ ~ £749 million​Financial Sector / Advisory Services​ Total cost borne by 
the utility for the restructuring event. 
Table 2: Breakdown of restructuring fees and costs imposed on Thames Water under the L&VW 
proposal.    



 
This £749 million extraction fundamentally contradicts the consortium's public narrative of acting 
in the interests of consumers and the environment. While a spokesperson for L&VW claimed 
that "restructuring fees and costs are paid for entirely by its creditors — not a penny will come 
from customer money," critics and analysts emphasize that any capital drained from the utility's 
balance sheet reduces the funds available for critical infrastructure repair.    
 
By forcing Thames Water to absorb these costs, Elliott Management and its partners ensure 
that a massive tranche of capital is immediately recycled back into the financial sector. The 
sheer scale of these fees—running at an estimated £15 million per month during the 
restructuring phase alone—illustrates how distressed debt funds generate immediate, risk-free 
yields regardless of the long-term operational success of the underlying asset.    
 
Regulatory Coercion and the Subversion of Environmental Law 
The financial restructuring proposed by L&VW is not offered in a vacuum; it is entirely contingent 
upon the UK government and the industry regulator, Ofwat, capitulating to a series of 
unprecedented regulatory demands. The consortium has effectively weaponized the imminent 
insolvency of Thames Water to coerce the state into abandoning its environmental enforcement 
mechanisms, effectively placing private capital above sovereign law. 
 
The Historic £1 Billion Fine Liability 
Thames Water’s systemic failure to maintain its infrastructure has resulted in catastrophic 
sewage leakages, triggering a succession of severe regulatory penalties. From 2010 to 2025, 
the company was fined over 100 times for regulatory violations. The scale of these penalties 
accelerated rapidly in recent years:    
 
March 2017: Fined £20.3 million after large leaks of untreated sewage totaling 1.4 billion liters 
occurred over several years.    
 
August 2024: Fined £104 million by Ofwat for failing to manage wastewater treatment works and 
networks.    
 
December 2024: Fined £18.2 million for breaching dividend payment rules, with Ofwat 
demanding the clawback of £131 million in payments.    
 
May 2025: Assessed a record combined fine of £122.7 million for massive breaches of 
wastewater operations.    
 
Looking forward, Thames Water management estimated that the company could face up to £1 
billion in accumulated fines over the next five-year regulatory period, primarily due to 
catastrophic failures resulting in external sewage flooding and untreated discharges into British 
waterways.    
 
Gordon Singer’s Ultimatum: Waiving Fines and Demanding Criminal Immunity 



For Elliott Management and the L&VW consortium, this £1 billion environmental liability 
represents an unacceptable drain on projected yields. Consequently, Gordon Singer and the 
creditor steering committee issued an aggressive ultimatum to the UK government.    
 
In their initial proposals in mid-2025, the creditors demanded that any new fines over sewage 
leaks be entirely waived for a period of four years as an inflexible precondition for their capital 
injection. Campaign groups, such as We Own It, characterized this demand as a request for a 
"holiday from the rules," allowing the company to dump raw sewage without financial 
consequence.    
 
The coercion escalated significantly beyond mere financial penalties. The creditor group 
submitted a formal demand that Thames Water and its incoming executive management be 
granted absolute immunity from prosecution for serious environmental crimes.    
 
This demand highlights the profound friction between distress debt methodologies and public 
utility governance. Environmental laws in the UK, reinforced by recent legislation introducing the 
potential for up to two years in prison for polluting water executives who break the law, are 
designed to ensure direct corporate accountability. Elliott and its partners recognize these 
criminal liabilities as unacceptable risks to the newly installed management teams they intend to 
deploy (such as the proposed corporate trouble-shooter Mike McTighe). By demanding 
preemptive clemency and immunity from prosecution, the consortium sought to permanently 
disable the state's ability to enforce the Water Industry Act 1991.    
 
Long-Term Environmental Deferment and Ofwat's 'Undertakings' 
Faced with severe public backlash, the consortium slightly amended its position in October 
2025, nominally agreeing to pay outstanding historic fines (such as the £122.7 million penalty) 
and dropping the overt demand for a total waiver of existing fines.    
 
However, this concession was a strategic pivot rather than a capitulation. Concurrently, the 
creditors demanded extreme leniency on all future targets, stating explicitly that a "full return to 
legal, regulatory and environmental compliance" under their plan would not be completed until 
at least the 2035–2040 period. This demand effectively requests a 10-to-15-year grace period 
during which the consortium is permitted to operate Thames Water in systemic breach of UK 
environmental law, allowing sewage levels to remain above legal limits for over a decade.    
 
Furthermore, to appease the creditors, Ofwat reportedly prepared a controversial regulatory 
framework involving the acceptance of "undertakings" in place of outright financial penalties until 
2030. Under this instrument, rather than paying punitive fines to the Treasury for environmental 
breaches, Thames Water would merely commit to fixing the specific infrastructure failures that 
caused the breach. While this theoretically ensures that capital remains within the infrastructure 
ecosystem, it entirely neutralizes the punitive and deterrent function of regulatory fines, 
effectively transforming penalties into standard capital expenditure. This represents a subtle 
capitulation to L&VW's demands, confirming the consortium's ability to reshape the regulatory 
environment to protect their downside risk.    



 
Sovereign Resistance vs. Macroeconomic Contagion 
The overt aggression of the L&VW proposals triggered a fierce political backlash, fracturing the 
traditional alignment between private capital and government policy. The sovereign response to 
Elliott’s coercion has evolved into a high-stakes standoff between the enforcement of 
environmental law and the fear of systemic macroeconomic contagion. 
 
The Political Backlash and the Push for Public Ownership 
Government ministers and members of parliament across the political spectrum mobilized 
against the L&VW proposal. Former Environment Secretary Steve Reed fundamentally rejected 
the demands for criminal immunity and leniency, insisting that Thames Water must meet 
statutory obligations and face the same consequences as its peers, adhering strictly to the 
"polluter pays" principle.    
 
This resistance was vehemently reinforced by his successor, Environment Secretary Emma 
Reynolds. In June 2026, Reynolds wrote to Ofwat’s leadership formally objecting to the £10 
billion rescue deal, categorizing the proposal as "weak". Reynolds cited three primary concerns: 
the unfair cost burden placed on consumers, intolerable delays to vital infrastructure 
investments, and the unacceptable postponement of environmental improvements. The burden 
on consumers is particularly stark; the creditors flagged that to fully meet environmental targets 
after 2030, an additional £9.5 billion in future costs—including £4 billion for new urban sewage 
standards—would have to be funded directly through massive increases in customer bills.    
 
The political pressure for an alternative solution rapidly gained momentum. A coalition of 107 
Members of Parliament (including 42 from Labour) signed an open letter to Ofwat and Secretary 
Reynolds, explicitly demanding the rejection of the L&VW proposal. Prominent political figures, 
notably Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham, seized upon the crisis to publicly champion 
the outright renationalization of the water sector, a policy stance colloquially termed 
"Burnhamomics". Proponents of nationalization argue that funding the utility with government 
debt—yielding roughly 4.7%—is vastly more economically efficient than servicing the 6% to 10% 
yields demanded by private equity and distressed debt funds, eliminating the need to extract 
consumer capital for shareholder dividends.    
 
The Threat of Special Administration (SAR) 
The government's primary leverage against the creditor consortium is the threat of the Special 
Administration Regime (SAR). Under Section 24 of the Water Industry Act 1991, SAR is a 
bespoke, temporary insolvency process allowing the High Court to place a failing essential utility 
under direct government control to ensure the continuity of service.    
 
If enacted, a government-appointed special administrator would stabilize the company, 
operating it with taxpayer funds while restructuring the business. Crucially, exiting SAR often 
involves selling the water company assets to a new, potentially publicly-owned entity, while 
zeroing out the value held by existing equity and severely haircutting the unsecured and senior 
bondholders.    



 
Preparations for SAR are highly advanced, serving as the government's "strongest lever" to 
force a tenable market solution. The government contracted elite restructuring and insolvency 
firms to build contingency plans. FTI Consulting was officially appointed and signed off by Steve 
Reed as the frontrunner to advise on placing the utility into SAR, while other major advisories 
including Teneo, EY, and Interpath were heavily consulted regarding the execution of the 
administration process.    
 
The Bond Market Hostage Dynamic: Fears of a "Liz Truss-Style Meltdown" 
Despite strong political support for SAR, the UK Treasury and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Rachel Reeves, find themselves caught in a profound macroeconomic dilemma. The 
fundamental obstacle to placing Thames Water into special administration is the fear of 
triggering a systemic shock across the UK utility sector and the broader sovereign bond market.    
 
Thames Water's £17.6 billion debt is intricately woven into the portfolios of global institutional 
investors and vital domestic pension funds (such as the BT Pension Scheme, the NatWest 
Group Pension Fund, and USS). Treasury and Debt Management Office officials have 
expressed deep concern that a disorderly SAR—where investors suffer catastrophic 
losses—would destroy confidence in the UK's regulatory capital value (RCV) framework. This 
could prompt a massive repricing of risk across all UK infrastructure assets, effectively freezing 
capital flows into the country.    
 
Internal Treasury analysis suggested that funding Thames Water through SAR could cost up to 
£4 billion, an amount DEFRA was reportedly warned it would have to cover from its own £4.6 
billion annual budget. More terrifying for Whitehall officials is the prospect of a "Liz Truss-style 
bond market meltdown"—a direct reference to the disastrous 2022 mini-budget crisis that saw 
the pound plummet, gilt yields spike, mortgage rates surge, and the Bank of England forced into 
emergency interventions to save pension funds.    
 
The L&VW consortium, and specifically Elliott Management, is acutely aware of this 
macroeconomic fragility. Negotiators for the hedge funds have ruthlessly utilized the threat of gilt 
market contagion as a primary negotiating lever. By implicitly threatening to trigger a collapse in 
investor confidence that would add billions to the UK's sovereign borrowing costs, Elliott is 
effectively holding the stability of the British economy hostage to force the acceptance of their 
restructuring terms and environmental immunity demands.    
 
Parallel Coercion: Elliott’s Clandestine Capture of BP’s Leadership 
The regulatory and financial coercion exerted over Thames Water is not an isolated incident; it 
represents a broader methodology of corporate subjugation executed by Elliott Management 
against UK strategic assets. Concurrently with the Thames Water campaign, Elliott initiated a 
clandestine, highly aggressive operation to alter the strategic trajectory of BP, the UK's leading 
multinational oil and gas major and a cornerstone of the FTSE 100.    
 



While Thames Water represents an extraction of value via distressed debt and the threat of 
insolvency, the BP campaign demonstrates Elliott's ability to manipulate equity markets, subvert 
institutional shareholder voting, and engineer boardroom coups to enforce strategic pivots. 
 
The Assault on the Green Transition 
In 2020, under the leadership of Chairman Helge Lund and CEO Bernard Looney, BP embarked 
on an ambitious, heavily publicized strategy to transition from an international oil company into 
an "integrated energy company". This strategy involved significant capital investments in 
low-carbon energy, renewables, and offshore wind, alongside a pledge to systematically reduce 
hydrocarbon production.    
 
However, as the geopolitical landscape fractured in subsequent years—exacerbated by the war 
in Ukraine and supply disruptions in the Middle East due to the US-Israeli conflict with 
Iran—traditional oil and gas trading yielded exceptional, record-breaking windfall profits. BP's 
green transition, characterized by lower-margin renewable projects, caused its share price to 
chronically underperform relative to its transatlantic fossil-fuel peers, such as ExxonMobil and 
Chevron, angering institutional investors.    
 
In early 2025, it was disclosed that Elliott Management had amassed a highly strategic 5% 
stake in BP, valued at approximately £3.8 billion. Deploying its signature activist 
playbook—previously utilized against targets like GSK, Taylor Wimpey, and Starbucks—Elliott 
weaponized this multi-billion-pound stake to demand sweeping changes. Elliott demanded the 
total abandonment of the green energy pledge, massive reductions in renewable capital 
expenditure, aggressive cost-cutting, and a ruthless refocusing on core, high-yield fossil fuel 
extraction to close the valuation gap with US rivals.    
 
The Boardroom Coup: From Looney to Manifold 
To execute this strategic reversal, Elliott engineered a series of boardroom destabilizations, 
capitalizing on investor frustration to systematically remove any executive aligned with the 
legacy energy transition strategy. 
 
The turmoil commenced with the departure of CEO Bernard Looney in 2023 (officially due to 
undisclosed personal relationships with colleagues). His successor, Murray Auchincloss, 
attempted to appease activists by announcing a "fundamental reset" of the strategy, promising 
to drive improvements and refocus on oil and gas. However, Auchincloss failed to execute the 
pivot back to fossil fuels rapidly enough to satisfy Elliott's demands, resulting in his abrupt ouster 
in December 2025. Concurrently, Chairman Helge Lund, the primary architect of the green 
transition alongside Looney, was pushed out following intense shareholder pressure 
orchestrated by Elliott and other dissenting investors.    
 
In October 2025, BP appointed Albert Manifold as the new Chairman to replace Lund. Manifold, 
the former CEO of Irish building materials firm CRH, had no prior oil and gas experience but 
possessed a track record of ruthless cost-cutting and shareholder value creation, having 
overseen a fourfold increase in CRH's share price during his tenure. Manifold was ostensibly 



installed to bring aggressive discipline to BP, driving the pivot away from renewables and 
pushing employees to accelerate the unwinding of "failed green bets".    
 
Albert Manifold's Ouster: Clandestine Meetings and Governance Failures 
Despite being brought in to execute the activist mandate, Manifold's tenure as Chairman lasted 
less than eight months, ending in a spectacular, unprecedented, and highly controversial ouster 
on 26 May 2026.    
 
The official narrative from the BP board, led by senior independent director Amanda Blanc, cited 
"serious concerns" related to important governance standards, oversight, and conduct. 
Anonymous media leaks and whistleblower reports subsequently alleged a pattern of 
aggressive behavior, bullying of staff, and an overbearing style wherein Manifold attempted to 
exert control as if he were an executive CEO rather than a non-executive chair. The turmoil 
caused BP's stock to plunge by up to 6.6% on the news of his dismissal.    
 
Manifold forcefully rejected these allegations as "lies" and a "false narrative," formally hiring the 
elite litigation law firm Mishcon de Reya to defend his reputation. In detailed statements, he 
argued that his uncompromising drive for efficiency—including laying off thousands of people 
and calling out unnecessary executive expenditure, such as refusing a chauffeur-driven 
limousine and choosing to walk or take taxis—made him enemies within a legacy executive 
team unaccustomed to such rigorous discipline.    
 
However, the underlying catalyst for Manifold's dismissal points directly to the covert influence of 
Elliott Management. Investigative reports revealed that Manifold had conducted a series of 
clandestine, private meetings with Elliott without the full knowledge or direct participation of the 
broader BP board of directors. While these interactions did not technically violate specific formal 
rules—as Manifold's team claimed the internal investor relations department was looped in 
through routine processes—they were viewed by the board as acting unilaterally and in bad 
faith towards other directors.    
 
This dynamic illuminates the core mechanism of Elliott's corporate capture: establishing direct, 
undisclosed backchannels with key executives to dictate overarching corporate strategy, entirely 
bypassing the fiduciary oversight of the collective board. The resulting paranoia and factionalism 
irreparably fractured BP's leadership structure. This instability was exacerbated when proxy 
advisor Glass Lewis recommended votes against Manifold at the AGM just weeks prior to his 
dismissal, holding him accountable for unilaterally blocking a climate resolution proposed by the 
activist group Follow This. The fact that 17% of BP's shareholders had previously voted to 
support a Paris-aligned transition strategy was completely overridden by the coercive pressure 
exerted by Elliott's 5% stake, illustrating how apex activist funds subvert broader institutional 
consensus.    
 
Executive / Leader​ Position​ Tenure Status / Departure​ Strategic Stance & Cause of 
Departure 



Bernard Looney​ Former CEO​ Ousted (2023)​Architect of the "integrated energy 
company" green transition. Dismissed over conduct issues. 
Helge Lund​ Former Chair​ Ousted (Oct 2025)​ Supported the green agenda; removed 
following direct pressure from Elliott Management. 
Murray Auchincloss​ Former CEO​ Ousted (Dec 2025)​ Failed to execute the pivot back to 
fossil fuels rapidly enough to satisfy activist demands. 
Albert Manifold​ Former Chair​ Ousted (May 2026)​ Removed over bullying allegations 
and unauthorized, clandestine strategic meetings with Elliott. 
Meg O'Neill​ Current CEO​ Appointed (April 2026)​ Dismantled the green unit entirely; 
executes a pure oil & gas focus aligned perfectly with Elliott. 
Table 3: Leadership turnover and strategic realignment at BP (2023-2026) amidst Elliott 
Management's activist campaign.    
 
The Ascension of Meg O'Neill and Strategic Surrender 
The culmination of Elliott's campaign was the installation of Meg O'Neill as CEO in April 2026, 
succeeding interim CEO Carol Howle. O'Neill, a former ExxonMobil executive and the highly 
regarded CEO of Australian firm Woodside Energy, was a landmark appointment—she became 
the first female chief executive in BP's 116-year history and the first external hire for the top job.    
 
Upon her ascension, O'Neill immediately and decisively executed the activist mandate. In swift 
internal restructuring communications, she completely scrapped the dedicated "low carbon 
energy" business unit, signaling an end to the "reimagine BP" era. O'Neill reverted BP to a 
simplified, two-division architecture focusing exclusively on upstream oil and gas exploration 
(led by Gordon Birrell) and downstream refining and retail (led temporarily by Richard Harding).    
 
This restructuring marks the total strategic surrender of BP to Elliott Management. By 
dismantling the renewable transition apparatus and refocusing entirely on hydrocarbon 
extraction to maximize shareholder returns, Elliott successfully forced a globally significant 
corporation to sacrifice long-term energy transition viability in favor of short-term, high-yield cash 
flows.    
 
Cross-Referencing the Playbook: Systemic Implications for UK Sovereignty 
The parallel campaigns executed against Thames Water and BP expose a fundamental 
vulnerability in the United Kingdom's economic and regulatory architecture. The methods 
deployed by Elliott Management, Gordon Singer, and the wider L&VW consortium illustrate a 
highly sophisticated playbook designed to bypass democratic accountability and subordinate 
national strategic interests to private capital accumulation. 
 
In the case of Thames Water, the utilization of distressed debt provides the leverage necessary 
to hold critical public health and environmental infrastructure hostage. The consortium's 
demands for nearly £750 million in restructuring fees, coupled with ultimatums for absolute 
criminal immunity and the deferment of environmental compliance to 2040, demonstrate a 
calculated assumption that the state will ultimately capitulate. The hedge funds wager that the 
UK Treasury will prioritize the avoidance of bond market contagion and a "Liz Truss-style 



meltdown" over the enforcement of its own environmental laws. Furthermore, the deliberate 
obfuscation of control through complex corporate structures—utilizing ACSPs like Vistra Trust 
Company and intermediary shells like Mancorp (UK) Limited—prevents regulators and the 
public from identifying and holding the ultimate decision-makers accountable.    
 
In the case of BP, the mechanism of coercion shifts from debt to strategic equity. By 
weaponizing a £3.8 billion stake, orchestrating clandestine board-level interventions, and 
ruthlessly purging executives aligned with ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) 
mandates, Elliott successfully dictated the energy policy of a corporate entity whose operations 
possess profound geopolitical significance.    
 
In both instances, the sovereign capabilities of the UK government—whether through the 
enforcement of the Water Industry Act 1991 by DEFRA and Ofwat, or the broader national 
commitment to a net-zero energy transition—are demonstrably neutralized by the threat of 
capital flight, market destabilization, and aggressive corporate litigation. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on this exhaustive analysis of the financial restructuring mechanics, corporate 
governance interventions, and regulatory pressures exerted by Elliott Management against UK 
infrastructure and energy assets, the following conclusions emerge: 
 
The UK government currently lacks a robust, insulated mechanism to execute the Special 
Administration Regime (SAR) without triggering systemic cross-default contagion in the 
sovereign bond market. Until the Treasury develops a legal and financial firewall to protect the 
broader infrastructure sector during the insolvency of a singular utility like Thames Water, 
distressed debt consortiums will continue to wield asymmetric negotiating leverage, 
subordinating environmental regulation to creditor demands. 
 
Furthermore, the ease with which apex funds operate through multi-layered, trust-shielded 
entities highlights a critical deficiency in UK corporate transparency. To enforce accountability in 
essential public utilities, legislation must mandate full, unshielded disclosure of ultimate 
beneficial ownership and prohibit the use of Authorised Corporate Service Providers from acting 
as Persons with Significant Control in critical infrastructure holding companies. The fact that an 
insolvent public utility is expected to finance its own £749 million hostile takeover proves that the 
financial objectives of distressed debt hedge funds are fundamentally incompatible with the 
public interest. 
 
Finally, the swift dismantling of BP’s renewable transition strategy demonstrates that long-term 
national and global environmental objectives cannot rely on the voluntary alignment of publicly 
traded corporations. When faced with aggressive activist capital demanding immediate 
fossil-fuel yields, corporate boards are easily fractured. If the UK intends to secure its critical 
infrastructure and its energy transition, it requires comprehensive legislative guardrails that 
protect strategic corporate assets from hostile, short-term equity and debt activism. 
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The Geopolitics of Political Finance: A Forensic Audit of ELNET's Transnational Lobbying 
Apparatus and Funding Networks in Europe 
Executive Summary 
The European Leadership Network (ELNET) has evolved over the past two decades into one of 
the most sophisticated, highly capitalized, and deeply entrenched transnational foreign policy 
lobbying organizations operating within the European continent. Frequently described by its own 
leadership apparatus and external geopolitical observers as the "AIPAC of Europe," ELNET's 
primary organizational mandate is to systematically align European foreign policy, legislative 
frameworks, and defense procurement strategies with the geopolitical interests of the State of 
Israel. While traditional international relations and diplomatic engagements rely on bilateral state 
interactions governed by strict treaties and transparency conventions, ELNET represents the 



wholesale privatization of foreign policy influence. It achieves this by utilizing a highly organized, 
cross-border network of domestic political bundlers, corporate donors, and strategic delegations 
to capture elite political consensus in the key decision-making capitals of London, Paris, and 
Berlin.    
 
A forensic audit of ELNET's corporate structures and financial disclosures across these 
jurisdictions reveals a complex architecture of regulatory arbitrage designed to obfuscate the 
ultimate sources of its capital while maximizing its domestic political leverage. The organization 
relies on tax-exempt fundraising pipelines established in the United States—principally 
managed through an entity known as "Friends of ELNET" (FELNET)—to channel millions of 
dollars into European domestic politics. This asymmetric capital advantage is aggressively 
deployed to fund extensive, highly curated delegations to Israel for hundreds of European 
parliamentarians, defense officials, and policy advisors, thereby shaping the ideological and 
strategic posture of incoming and sitting governments.    
 
Crucially, the organization integrates itself deeply into the domestic political machinery of host 
nations by cross-pollinating its regional boards of directors with prominent domestic political 
bundlers. In the United Kingdom, ELNET's corporate operations are deeply intertwined with 
mega-donors who underwrite the financial survival of both the Conservative and Labour parties, 
creating a structural dependency among the British political elite. In France, its leadership 
maintains direct financial and social proximity to Emmanuel Macron's Renaissance party, 
facilitating access that has resulted in massive legislative delegation programs and 
unprecedented parliamentary backlash. In Germany, ELNET operates a highly specialized 
apparatus that acts as a critical nexus between the Bundestag's defense committee and Israeli 
military-industrial conglomerates, directly facilitating billions of euros in defense procurement 
contracts while placing senior politicians on the payrolls of arms manufacturers.    
 
This exhaustive research report maps the specific contours of this transnational lobbying effort. 
By cross-referencing ELNET’s regional board members, corporate sponsors, and financial 
filings against domestic campaign finance records, this analysis illuminates the mechanisms 
through which foreign capital, channeled through domestic power brokers, successfully 
reorients the sovereign foreign policies of major European powers. 
 
The Transnational Financial Engine: Friends of ELNET (FELNET) and U.S. Capital Pools 
To deconstruct ELNET’s operational capacity and outsized influence in Europe, one must first 
examine the origin of its financial engine, which is located in the United States. While ELNET 
operates formally registered entities in Belgium, France, Germany, Poland, the United Kingdom, 
and Italy , the overwhelming bulk of its operational liquidity is generated by Friends of ELNET 
(FELNET), a US-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization headquartered in Skokie, Illinois, with 
operations extending to New York. FELNET acts as the central financial repository and 
transnational distribution hub, effectively off-shoring the capitalization of European political 
lobbying to American philanthropic, corporate, and high-net-worth networks.    
 
Financial Capitalization and the Architecture of U.S. Donor Mapping 



Analysis of U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990 data indicates that FELNET operates 
with substantial, multi-million-dollar annual budgets that dwarf the standard operational 
capacities of domestic European foreign policy NGOs. In recent fiscal years, FELNET reported 
total assets nearing $7.14 million, with total liabilities at a mere $243,891, demonstrating 
exceptional financial health and liquidity. The annual revenues driving this balance sheet are 
largely derived from an expansive network of over 100 U.S. foundations, trusts, donor-advised 
funds, and corporate charities. Between 2022 and 2025 alone, an estimated $11 million was 
systematically channeled from the United States into ELNET's European operations, 
establishing an asymmetric financial advantage that domestic transparency laws make difficult 
for local European actors to match or scrutinize.    
 
The donor base of FELNET is characterized by individuals and corporate entities with deep, 
historical ties to American domestic politics and the broader transatlantic pro-Israel lobbying 
apparatus. The deployment of donor-advised funds—such as the Vanguard Endowment 
Charitable Fund, which processed donations of $622,350—is a notable feature of FELNET’s 
capitalization, allowing ultimate donors to maintain a degree of anonymity while securing 
immediate tax deductions. Despite these obfuscation techniques, several prominent donors 
have been identified through cross-referenced disclosures, illustrating the transatlantic 
synchronization of geopolitical lobbying.    
 
Donor Entity / Foundation​ Disclosed Contribution / Range​ Strategic Profile & Political 
Alignment 
Vanguard Endowment Charitable Fund​ $622,350​  
Major donor-advised fund utilized to pool and anonymize high-net-worth capital distributions. 
 
Emerson Family Foundation​ ~$500,000​  
Operated by Rita and J. Steve Emerson, key figures in the US pro-Israel establishment; 
historical funders of domestic counter-extremism and foreign policy initiatives. 
 
Foxman Family Foundation​ $305,000​  
Prominent philanthropic entity aligned with major Jewish communal organizations and 
international relations advocacy. 
 
William P. Goldman and Brothers Foundation​ $128,948​  
Philanthropic organization funding a broad spectrum of advocacy groups including Birthright 
Israel and CAMERA. 
 
Bernie Marcus (Marcus Foundation)​ $100,000​  
The late co-founder of Home Depot and a major US Republican mega-donor. Provided critical 
seed funding to establish ELNET's strategic operational plan in Germany. 
 
Lisa and Michael Leffell Foundation​ $50,000​  



Michael Leffell is a billionaire investor and political bundler who has funded Republican 
politicians and donated heavily ($1m) to the United Democracy Project, the super PAC arm of 
AIPAC. 
 
Larry Mizel (Family Foundation)​ $30,000​  
Billionaire homebuilder and former finance chairman for Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential 
campaign in Colorado, illustrating the deep crossover between US partisan bundlers and 
European policy funding. 
 
Waldorf Family Foundation​ $1,000​ 
Entity funding a highly specific constellation of organizations including the David Horowitz 
Freedom Center, StandWithUs, and the Republican Jewish Coalition. 
 
   
Table 1: Selected U.S. Donors to Friends of ELNET (FELNET) Mapping Political Alignments.    
 
The board of directors and executive leadership of FELNET further underscore its deep 
integration with global capital markets and high finance. The organization’s chairman, Larry J. 
Hochberg, works alongside a board of trustees heavily populated by executives from private 
equity, real estate, and wealth management. For instance, board member Eric Edidin is the 
co-founder of Archer Capital Management and a former member of the Blackstone Group's 
restructuring advisory team, bringing institutional financial acumen to the organization’s 
fundraising strategies. Similarly, Robert T. Flesh, CEO of Homewood Realty and an executive 
involved with the Thrifty Oil Co., sits on the board, demonstrating the organization's reach into 
significant industrial and real estate fortunes.    
 
This U.S.-based capital pool provides ELNET's European branches with the critical resources 
required to execute their expansive, high-budget parliamentary delegations and sophisticated 
public affairs campaigns. By centralizing fundraising in a jurisdiction with highly permissive 
campaign finance frameworks and generous charitable tax deductions, ELNET insulates its 
European operations from the financial constraints that typically limit the efficacy of domestic 
advocacy groups. 
 
London: ELNET UK, Regulatory Obfuscation, and the Westminster Funding Matrix 
The United Kingdom serves as a critical and highly active theater for ELNET’s operations, 
characterized by a sophisticated strategy of structural integration with both the ruling Labour 
Party and the opposition Conservative Party. ELNET UK operates through a distinct domestic 
legal entity, deliberately leveraging gaps in British corporate transparency regulations while 
utilizing highly connected domestic political bundlers to shape Westminster's foreign policy 
consensus. 
 
Corporate Obfuscation: The "Total Exemption" Strategy at Companies House 
ELNET UK Limited (Company Number 13763473) was formally incorporated in November 2021 
as a private company limited by guarantee without share capital. Its registered office recently 



migrated from Epworth House in City Road to the prestigious 4th Floor of 6 Princes Street, 
London, reflecting an expansion of its corporate footprint. Under the purview of Companies 
House regulations, ELNET UK is classified as a micro-entity or small enterprise, entitling it to 
submit "total exemption full accounts".    
 
This regulatory classification is a masterclass in financial obfuscation and legal maneuvering. 
While U.S. tax laws (such as the IRS Form 990) compel philanthropic foundations to disclose 
the ultimate destinations of their grants, UK corporate law allows companies of this specific size 
and structure to shield their detailed income streams, corporate donors, and granular 
expenditure categories from public and journalistic scrutiny. The most recent accounts filed by 
ELNET UK, made up to December 2023 and December 2024, display only highly aggregated 
balance sheet data. For example, earlier filings indicated the entity held approximately £88,585 
in members' funds in 2022, without itemizing the domestic sources of this revenue or quantifying 
the precise magnitude of the financial influx received from FELNET in the United States. 
Consequently, ELNET UK's domestic donor base remains a tightly guarded corporate secret, 
with public visibility restricted solely to the mandatory declarations made by Members of 
Parliament regarding gifts and hospitality received from the organization.    
 
Board Interlocks and the Conservative Party Financial Nexus 
The strategic genius of ELNET UK lies not in its corporate opacity, but in the composition of its 
board of directors, which serves as a highly efficient nexus connecting the organization's 
geopolitical aims with the lifeblood of domestic campaign finance. The board features prominent 
figures designed to provide bipartisan access and institutional credibility. Joan Ryan, a former 
Labour MP who famously resigned from the party under Jeremy Corbyn's leadership, acts as 
the Executive Director and a Person with Significant Control (PSC), providing crucial access to 
the Labour establishment. The board is further strengthened by individuals such as Victor 
Abrams, a former global taxation partner at PriceWaterhouseCoopers, and Angela Cohen, a 
prominent figure in Holocaust education.    
 
However, the appointment of David Robert Meller CBE to the board in September 2024 is the 
most revealing indicator of ELNET's profound reliance on domestic political bundlers to achieve 
policy capture. David Meller is a multi-millionaire businessman, entrepreneur, and one of the 
most prolific and influential financial bundlers for the UK Conservative Party. His ascension to 
the ELNET UK board formally bridges the gap between transnational foreign policy lobbying and 
direct, high-value party funding.    
 
ELNET UK Board Member​ Corporate/Political Background​ Strategic Function within the 
Lobbying Matrix 
David Meller (CBE)​ Multi-millionaire businessman, major Conservative Party mega-donor, 
former member of the Department for Education board, and co-chair of the Presidents Club.​  
Anchors the Conservative flank; provides direct financial leverage over Tory leadership and 
unparalleled access to Whitehall decision-makers. 
 



Joan Ryan​ Former Labour MP; resigned from the party in protest over internal issues during 
the Corbyn era. Current Executive Director and PSC.​  
Provides indispensable access to the Labour Party establishment and legitimacy as a former 
parliamentarian; orchestrates cross-party legislative strategies. 
 
Victor Abrams​Former Partner at PriceWaterhouseCoopers and Special Advisor for KPMG 
specializing in global taxation.​  
Offers elite corporate governance, financial structuring expertise, and deep connectivity to 
London's global financial services sector. 
 
Angela Cohen (MBE)​Chair of the 45 Aid Society, prominent advocate for Holocaust education, 
and mother of television personality Robert Rinder.​  
Provides cultural diplomacy, media connectivity, and moral authority through established 
charitable and historical preservation networks. 
 
Gerald Ornstein​ British corporate director appointed in June 2023.​  
Supports organizational governance and administrative compliance within the UK corporate 
framework. 
 
   
Table 2: Board of Directors of ELNET UK Limited and their Strategic Functions.    
 
An analysis of Electoral Commission records demonstrates the staggering scale of David 
Meller’s financial leverage over the Conservative Party. He has systematically financed senior 
Conservative figures and critical local associations over the past decade. Disclosed donations 
include £3,250 to Michael Gove's campaign in 2016, £4,473 in non-cash staff costs to Robert 
Halfon, £4,990 to Grant Shapps in 2023, and tens of thousands of pounds directed to the 
central Conservative and Unionist Party apparatus. Meller's financial largesse granted him 
unparalleled, systemic access to Whitehall. He was appointed to the Department for Education's 
board of directors, co-chaired the apprenticeship delivery board alongside Nadhim Zahawi, and 
acted as the finance chair for Michael Gove's leadership bid.    
 
Meller’s political influence survived significant public scrutiny following the Presidents Club 
scandal in 2018, of which he was a co-chair, demonstrating his indispensable structural utility to 
the Conservative party machine. The ultimate manifestation of this access occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when Meller leveraged his political connectivity to bypass standard 
procurement channels via a highly controversial "VIP lane." After personally lobbying Lord 
Bethell, a health minister, Meller’s firm secured six massive Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) contracts worth £164 million from the government.    
 
By installing a figure of Meller's financial caliber on its board, ELNET UK effectively 
institutionalized a relationship with a mega-donor who commands direct, unmediated access to 
the highest echelons of the Conservative establishment. Meller’s dual role as an ELNET director 
and a Tory kingmaker perfectly illustrates the third-order mechanism of ELNET’s influence: it 



does not solely rely on its own corporate funds to influence foreign policy; it systematically 
co-opts the private wealth and existing political leverage of its board members to enforce 
ideological alignment within the host government. Meller is part of a broader constellation of 
Conservative-aligned pro-Israel bundlers, including Trevor Pears, Michael Lewis, and Lord 
Kalms, who collectively ensure that deviation from pro-Israel policy orthodoxies carries an 
immediate and severe financial penalty for Conservative politicians.    
 
The Labour Party Offensive: Chinn, Lubner, and Systematic Elite Capture 
While David Meller anchors the Conservative flank, ELNET and its closely aligned ideological 
ecosystem have executed a parallel, highly systematic funding matrix to capture the UK Labour 
Party. This effort became exceptionally aggressive during the party's ideological transition under 
the leadership of Keir Starmer. Although direct board members of ELNET UK manage 
operations, the broader pro-Israel lobbying network—including Labour Friends of Israel (LFI) 
and the Conservative Friends of Israel (CFI)—operates in strategic tandem with ELNET's 
geopolitical objectives.    
 
A forensic analysis of Electoral Commission records exposes the vital role of domestic 
mega-donors who meticulously underwrite the political ascendancy of politicians aligned with 
ELNET's objectives. Two figures stand paramount in this effort: Sir Trevor Chinn and Gary 
Lubner. 
 
Sir Trevor Chinn is a multi-millionaire business tycoon, former motor industry executive, and a 
long-standing titan of pro-Israel lobbying in the UK, having previously held executive roles in the 
United Jewish Israel Appeal (UJIA) and the Britain Israel Communications and Research Centre 
(BICOM). Chinn acts as a supreme political bundler for the Labour Party. According to official 
Electoral Commission records, Chinn made an astonishing 133 documented donations totaling 
over £1,051,000 between 2014 and 2024. Crucially, Chinn surgically targeted his capital 
injections to capture the core executive decision-making apparatus of the incoming Labour 
government. He directed almost £200,000 to eight Labour front-benchers, including Deputy 
Leader Angela Rayner, Chancellor Rachel Reeves, Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Health 
Secretary Wes Streeting. Most controversially, Chinn contributed £50,000 to Keir Starmer's 
leadership campaign in 2020—a donation that was strategically withheld from public disclosure 
until after Starmer had secured victory, thereby insulating the campaign from grassroots 
backlash.    
 
Gary Lubner, the former CEO of Autoglass whose corporate background is rooted in South 
African industry, has emerged as a colossal, generation-defining financier for the Labour Party. 
Lubner injected an unprecedented £4.5 million into the Labour Party in a single year, 
establishing himself as an indispensable pillar of the party's electoral viability. Beyond central 
party funding, Lubner allocated an additional £350,000 directly to the parliamentary offices of 
David Lammy, Rachel Reeves, Yvette Cooper, and newcomer MP Keir Mather. Additional 
funding was provided by other network operatives, such as David Menton (former BICOM 
director) and Jonathan Mendelsohn (former LFI chairman).    
 



Domestic Political Bundler​ Political Affiliation​ Scale of Funding & Strategic Impact 
Sir Trevor Chinn​ Labour Party (Primary)​  
133 donations exceeding £1,051,000. Strategically funded the shadow cabinet frontbench, 
including £50,000 to Keir Starmer's leadership bid (disclosed post-election). Captures executive 
decision-makers. 
 
Gary Lubner​ Labour Party​  
Injected £4.5 million into central Labour coffers in one year. Provided £350,000 in direct 
operational funding for the offices of Lammy, Reeves, and Cooper. Ensures systemic party-wide 
dependency. 
 
David Meller​ Conservative Party​  
Multi-millionaire mega-donor, ELNET UK Board Member. Secured massive £164m PPE 
contracts via political access. Ensures Tory leadership alignment. 
 
Trevor Pears / Michael Lewis​Conservative Party​  
High-net-worth individuals and former BICOM/CFI board members providing continuous 
streams of capital to senior Conservative figures. 
 
   
Table 3: The Domestication of Influence: Key UK Political Bundlers Aligned with ELNET's 
Objectives.    
 
To complement this domestic financial capture, ELNET UK operates as the logistical and 
educational arm for ideological conditioning. The organization has established itself as one of 
the most prolific sponsors of overseas travel for UK parliamentarians. Collectively, ELNET, CFI, 
LFI, and allied groups have funded over 240 sponsored trips to Israel, injecting over £1.2 million 
in travel and hospitality funding into the political system, touching 180 out of 650 sitting MPs.    
 
The intent behind these delegations is highly programmatic. In 2023, ELNET entirely funded a 
delegation of Labour Party policy advisers and staffers to Israel. Participants reported a "clear 
and obvious agenda to make sure people had a pro-Israel stance going into government," which 
included tours of the Iron Dome and explicit ideological briefings by the Israeli Defence Forces 
(IDF). Furthermore, ELNET extends indirect financial support by funding travel for the staff of 
senior politicians, such as paying an undisclosed amount for an aide to Wes Streeting to visit 
Israel, thereby expanding its influence beyond the MPs themselves.    
 
The scale of direct parliamentary sponsorship is vast. Disclosures reveal that ELNET UK has 
funded high-value trips for politicians across the spectrum, including former cabinet minister 
David Davis (£1,968), Bob Blackman (£4,695), Charlie Maynard (£2,317), Layla Moran 
(£3,310), and Mick Davis (£1,025). The synthesis of these mechanisms—Chinn, Lubner, and 
Meller providing the indispensable domestic campaign finance, and ELNET providing the 
ideological grooming via high-value overseas delegations—creates an inescapable structural 
dependency. The political survival, staffing budgets, and electoral success of these politicians 



become inextricably linked to the financial networks that underwrite both their domestic 
campaigns and their foreign policy education.    
 
Paris: ELNET France, The Renaissance Network, and Unprecedented Legislative Backlash 
In France, the operational model of ELNET mirrors its UK counterpart in its reliance on elite 
capture, but it is deeply adapted to the highly centralized, executive-heavy nature of the French 
Fifth Republic. ELNET France, operating from offices in the immediate vicinity of the National 
Assembly on rue Saint-Dominique, is directed by Dr. Arié Bensemhoun and Emmanuel Navon. 
The organization has aggressively and systematically targeted the centrist and right-wing 
political elite, focusing its formidable resources on President Emmanuel Macron's Renaissance 
party and the traditional conservative bloc, Les Républicains (LR).    
 
The Financial and Political Matrix of the French Board 
The board of ELNET France is populated by highly influential figures from the French corporate, 
medical, and financial sectors who possess direct financial and social linkages to Emmanuel 
Macron's political apparatus. This structure effectively merges corporate wealth with geopolitical 
advocacy. 
 
Serge Krancenblum stands out as a foundational board member of ELNET France. 
Krancenblum is the founder and president of IQ-EQ, an international financial services group, 
and a luminary in the Luxembourg wealth management and family office sector. Crucially, 
investigations related to the "MacronLeaks" data dump revealed that Krancenblum operated as 
a high-tier political bundler for Emmanuel Macron’s ascendant 2017 presidential campaign. He 
donated the legal maximum of €7,500 and actively participated in exclusive fundraising dinners, 
securing high-level access to the future president.    
 
Another prominent board member is Dr. Michel Bodkier, the co-founder of the ELSAN Group, 
which is the leading private clinic chain in France, treating millions of patients. His involvement 
bridges the gap between massive private healthcare capital and geopolitical advocacy, mirroring 
the integration of corporate wealth seen in ELNET's UK networks. The board is supplemented 
by international figures such as Kenneth Weinstein, a known opinion leader in geopolitics, and 
Sam Pinto, a veteran of the Edmond de Rothschild Group.    
 
ELNET France Board / Affiliate​ Corporate Background & Political Linkages​ Strategic 
Impact 
Serge Krancenblum​ Founder/President of IQ-EQ; leading figure in Luxembourg wealth 
management.​  
Major financial bundler for Emmanuel Macron's 2017 campaign (donated legal maximum 
€7,500). Provides elite financial access to the Elysee. 
 
Dr. Michel Bodkier​ Co-founder of the ELSAN Group, the premier private clinic chain in 
France.​  
Integrates massive private healthcare capital with foreign policy advocacy, ensuring high-level 
corporate legitimacy. 



 
Dr. Arié Bensemhoun​CEO of ELNET France, consultant in strategic affairs.​  
Directs operational strategy; deeply integrated into French-Israeli communal and political 
lobbying networks. 
 
Emmanuel Navon​ CEO of ELNET Israel / Ideological Director.​  
Facilitates the ideological synchronization between Jerusalem and Paris; deeply embedded in 
Israeli political circles. 
 
   
Table 4: Key Actors and Financial Linkages within the ELNET France Network.    
 
The presence of Krancenblum and Bodkier illustrates the standard, highly effective ELNET 
methodology: harnessing the domestic political leverage of ultra-wealthy corporate leaders. 
When ELNET France advocates for specific foreign policy stances in the National Assembly, it 
does so with the implicit backing of individuals who have directly financed the political 
ascendancy of the ruling party. 
 
The Delegation Strategy and Executive Capture 
Between 2017 and 2025, ELNET France orchestrated an industrial-scale delegation program 
designed to physically immerse French lawmakers in Israeli strategic narratives. During this 
period, the organization entirely funded 55 trips for deputies of the National Assembly and 46 
trips for senators. With an estimated cost of €4,000 per participant, this programmatic travel 
represents a direct lobbying investment exceeding €400,000. Statistically, these 101 trips 
accounted for more than 15% of all declared overseas trips taken by French parliamentarians 
during this timeframe, establishing ELNET as the single largest non-state influencer utilizing 
travel as a lobbying lever in the French legislature.    
 
These delegations heavily targeted Renaissance and LR politicians, offering them highly 
curated, exclusive access. Itineraries bypassed objective fact-finding in favor of meetings with 
Israeli military officers (Tsahal), visits to the Knesset, and tours of military bases adjacent to 
Palestinian borders. Notable participants in ELNET’s ecosystem include Aurore Bergé, a 
prominent Minister Delegate, who accepted multiple funded trips and maintained close 
alignment with the organization, and Senator Dominique Vérien, who officially sponsored 
high-level ELNET colloquiums within the Senate.    
 
Following the October 7, 2023 attacks, ELNET aggressively capitalized on its network, 
organizing rapid-response delegations for French ministers and senators. Upon their return, 
these officials systematically published op-eds aggressively defending Israeli military actions 
and framing the conflict in starkly polarizing terms as a "war of civilization against barbarism". 
The Minister Delegate for Europe, identified as a regular participant in ELNET activities, publicly 
opposed a ceasefire in November 2023, raising profound concerns regarding the alignment of 
sovereign French diplomatic positions with ELNET's specific organizational agenda.    
 



Regulatory Evasion, Foreign Funding, and the Parliamentary Backlash 
Despite its massive scale of operations and proximity to power, ELNET France operated in 
deliberate contravention of French transparency laws for nearly a decade. The 2016 Sapin II 
law explicitly mandates that all interest representatives (lobbyists) declare their activities, 
objectives, and funding to the Haute Autorité pour la transparence de la vie publique (HATVP). 
ELNET successfully evaded this registration for eight years, running a massive €400,000 
delegation program entirely in the dark, only appearing on the HATVP registry in late 2024 
following intense media pressure and the threat of political exposure.    
 
Furthermore, investigative journalism by Mediapart revealed that ELNET France effectively 
acted as a conduit for foreign state capital to influence domestic politics. A major colloquium 
organized by ELNET at the French Senate in November 2025—featuring prominent figures like 
Aurore Bergé and former Prime Minister Manuel Valls—was supported by a budget of €189,000 
that was co-financed by the "special projects division" of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Internal documents explicitly stated the objective of the event was to "promote legislative 
changes at the national level". This effectively meant a foreign government was utilizing ELNET 
to bankroll policy changes inside the French Senate.    
 
This blatant intertwining of foreign state funding with domestic legislative lobbying, combined 
with ELNET's increasingly aggressive rhetoric, triggered a severe parliamentary backlash. On 
February 19, 2025, a coalition of left-wing deputies from La France Insoumise - Nouveau Front 
Populaire (including Thomas Portes, Aymeric Caron, and Mathilde Panot) tabled Resolution No. 
1000 in the National Assembly. The resolution demanded the creation of a 30-member 
commission of inquiry into the "political interference of the organization ELNET France and its 
attempts to influence members of the Government and French parliamentarians".    
 
The text of the resolution explicitly cited ELNET’s attempts to sanction critical deputies by 
lobbying the President of the National Assembly to restrict the freedom of expression of elected 
officials. It further condemned the extreme rhetoric of ELNET’s executive director, who publicly 
compared Gaza to Nazi Germany on national television, argued for the collective responsibility 
of the civilian population, and publicly disparaged the International Criminal Court (ICC) after it 
issued arrest warrants against Israeli leadership, claiming the ICC had suffered a "moral 
collapse". This unprecedented legislative pushback represents a rare, formal institutional 
acknowledgement of the profound sovereign risks posed by ELNET’s unregulated transnational 
lobbying model.    
 
Berlin: ELNET Deutschland, Defense Procurement, and the Military-Industrial Interface 
While ELNET’s operations in the United Kingdom and France lean heavily on ideological 
alignment, cultural diplomacy, and the mobilization of domestic electoral funding, ELNET 
Deutschland serves a distinct, highly pragmatic, and lucrative function: acting as the premier 
broker between the German military-industrial complex, the Bundestag's Defense Committee, 
and the Israeli defense sector.    
 
Financial Architecture and Lobbyregister Transparency 



Due to the relatively stringent transparency requirements of the German Bundestag's 
Lobbyregister, the financial structure of ELNET Deutschland offers a clearer, more empirical 
view of the organization's true nature than the obfuscated records in the UK. Registered as 
entity R002671, ELNET Deutschland e.V. is directed by CEO Carsten Ovens, a former CDU 
politician who served in the Hamburg Parliament, highlighting the organization's preference for 
hiring embedded political insiders.    
 
The Lobbyregister filings confirm the organization's complete structural dependence on 
American capital. For the fiscal year 2024, ELNET Deutschland reported annual lobbying 
expenditures between €1.05 million and €1.06 million. Revealingly, the dominant source of this 
operational funding is explicitly listed as a direct donation of between €1.11 million and €1.12 
million from ELNET US (FELNET). This filing incontrovertibly confirms the thesis that ELNET is 
fundamentally an American-funded enterprise executing highly specific foreign policy and 
defense objectives within Europe.    
 
However, ELNET Deutschland also augments this massive US budget with strategic corporate 
sponsorships directly from defense and technology conglomerates. Disclosures reveal financial 
backing from Israeli Aerospace Industries (IAI), Elbit Systems, Reemtsma Cigarettenfabriken, 
and the medical technology firm Novocure, which donated up to €20,000.    
 
The Advisory Board: Institutionalizing the Revolving Door 
To seamlessly bridge the gap between private defense interests and public government 
procurement, ELNET Deutschland maintains a highly curated Advisory Board (Beirat) 
comprised of former and current senior government officials representing a broad consensus 
across all major German political parties (CDU, SPD, FDP, and the Greens).    
 
Brigitte Zypries (Chairwoman): A titan of the SPD, Zypries formerly served as the Federal 
Minister of Justice and the Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Energy, providing profound 
institutional weight to ELNET's economic initiatives.    
 
Karin Prien: The current Federal Minister for Education, Family, Seniors, Women and Youth in 
Friedrich Merz's cabinet, and Deputy Chairwoman of the CDU. Her presence ensures ELNET 
has a direct line into the current conservative executive apparatus.    
 
Kerstin Müller: Former Chairwoman of the Green Party faction in the Bundestag and Minister of 
State in the Foreign Office, effectively neutralizing left-wing opposition to ELNET's defense 
initiatives.    
 
Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg: The former Federal Minister of Defense. Guttenberg was a 
founding member of ELNET Germany. He utilized the organization's deep network to facilitate 
back-channel corporate lobbying—including famously leveraging ELNET channels via his firm 
Spitzberg Partners to lobby the German ambassador in Beijing on behalf of the disgraced 
financial firm Wirecard.    
 



The most glaring manifestation of elite capture and the military-industrial revolving door, 
however, is the trajectory of Dr. Marcus Faber (FDP). Faber served extensively on the 
Bundestag Defense Committee starting in 2018, eventually ascending to become its Chairman 
in 2024. Simultaneously, he maintained his position on ELNET's Advisory Board, sitting at the 
precise intersection of German defense spending and pro-Israel advocacy. Upon leaving his 
parliamentary role in the Bundestag in 2025, Faber immediately transitioned into a highly 
lucrative corporate role working directly for Elbit Systems, an Israeli defense contractor and a 
direct financial sponsor of ELNET events. This blatant revolving door exemplifies ELNET's 
ultimate utility as a procurement conduit for the military-industrial complex.    
 
Advisory Board Member​ Political Affiliation / Role​ Strategic Procurement & Influence 
Impact 
Dr. Marcus Faber​ FDP / Former Chair of Defense Committee​  
Revolving door exemplar; leveraged his committee chairmanship while advising ELNET, then 
transitioned to employment at Elbit Systems (Israeli defense contractor). 
 
Brigitte Zypries​ SPD / Former Minister of Econ. Affairs​  
Chairwoman of the board; provides gravitas and deep connections to the German industrial and 
economic sectors. 
 
Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg​ CSU / Former Defense Minister​  
Founding member; utilized ELNET's diplomatic channels to conduct private corporate lobbying 
(e.g., Wirecard) via his consultancy Spitzberg Partners. 
 
Karin Prien​ CDU / Current Federal Minister​  
Ensures ELNET maintains direct, unimpeded access to the highest levels of the current 
conservative executive cabinet. 
 
   
Table 5: The Military-Industrial Interface: Key Members of ELNET Deutschland's Advisory 
Board.    
 
Defense Economics: Translating Lobbying into Hardware 
ELNET Deutschland has masterfully monetized its political access, translating standard 
parliamentary delegations directly into multi-billion-euro sovereign defense contracts. Like its 
French and British counterparts, ELNET sponsors extensive travel for politicians, funding trips 
for at least 51 Bundestag MPs during the 2021-2025 legislative period at a declared cost 
exceeding €225,000.    
 
The strategic targeting of these trips is surgically precise. In the spring of 2022, ELNET 
orchestrated a highly specialized delegation of ten MPs—seven of whom sat on the critical 
Defense Committee—to Israel. The itinerary deliberately bypassed cultural or diplomatic 
engagements in favor of hard military hardware inspections. ELNET arranged exclusive 



briefings on the Heron-TP combat drone and a VIP site visit to the Arrow 3 missile defense 
system at the headquarters of the state-owned manufacturer, Israeli Aerospace Industries (IAI).    
 
The legislative return on investment for this trip was immediate and staggering. Shortly after the 
ELNET delegation returned to Berlin, the Bundestag Defense Committee approved a €150 
million procurement contract specifically for Heron-TP drone ammunition. Subsequently, the 
Bundestag greenlit the historic, paradigm-shifting €4 billion acquisition of the Arrow 3 missile 
defense system. In an astonishing display of confidence and institutional pride, ELNET actively 
claimed direct credit for these procurement victories in its promotional videos and newsletters, 
citing the MPs' prior inspection of the systems during the ELNET trip as absolute proof of the 
organization's efficacy in shaping German defense spending.    
 
Furthermore, ELNET organizes subsequent domestic defense events to maintain this pipeline. 
In July 2025, ELNET hosted a major armaments symposium featuring the new Defense 
Committee chair, Thomas Röwekamp. This event was co-financed directly by IAI and Elbit 
Systems—occurring at the exact time Elbit was actively competing for a €700 million Bundestag 
contract to supply "kamikaze drones". This mechanism transcends traditional foreign policy 
advocacy; ELNET operates as a shadow procurement agency, physically escorting the 
politicians holding the national checkbook to the assembly lines of its corporate sponsors, 
thereby facilitating the massive flow of European taxpayer funds into the Israeli defense sector.    
 
Second and Third-Order Geopolitical Implications 
The granular forensic data extracted from UK Companies House, the French National 
Assembly, the German Lobbyregister, and US Form 990s reveals a holistic, remarkably 
sophisticated influence operation. Synthesizing these data points across three sovereign 
jurisdictions yields several critical second- and third-order geopolitical insights regarding the 
modern nature of political finance and foreign policy. 
 
1. Regulatory Arbitrage as a Core Operational Strategy 
ELNET’s entire organizational structure is explicitly designed to exploit the profound 
asymmetries in Western financial transparency laws. By raising the bulk of its operational capital 
in the United States via a 501(c)(3) entity (FELNET), it ensures complete tax deductibility for its 
billionaire donors (such as Mizel, Leffell, and Marcus) while shielding their specific legislative 
intentions behind the veil of American philanthropy. When these funds cross the Atlantic, they 
are localized through mechanisms that deliberately obscure their origin. In the UK, the use of a 
"Company Limited by Guarantee" filing "total exemption" accounts legally black-boxes the 
incoming American cash. In France, the organization simply ignored the HATVP registration 
requirements for eight years, operating a massive €400,000 delegation program entirely in the 
dark until media pressure forced compliance. This regulatory arbitrage allows foreign capital to 
intimately shape domestic European legislation without triggering the traditional foreign-agent 
registration protocols that would otherwise govern state-to-state lobbying.    
 
2. The Privatization of Foreign Policy and Systemic Elite Capture 



The traditional state-to-state diplomatic model is highly regulated, bureaucratically cumbersome, 
and subject to intense public scrutiny. ELNET bypasses this archaic system by entirely 
privatizing the diplomatic process. It achieves this by co-opting the domestic political bundlers of 
the host nations. When David Meller sits on the board of ELNET UK, or Serge Krancenblum sits 
on the board of ELNET France, they are not merely offering strategic advice; they are offering 
the leverage of their own massive domestic checkbooks. A British Conservative MP or a French 
Renaissance Deputy understands that opposing ELNET's geopolitical objectives carries the 
existential risk of alienating the very mega-donors who fund their domestic political survival. 
ELNET does not need to overtly bribe politicians; it simply integrates itself with the billionaires 
who already own the political machinery. This represents a profound capture of the democratic 
elite, where sovereign foreign policy decisions are effectively outsourced to a transnational 
donor class.    
 
3. The Transition from Cultural Diplomacy to Hard Defense Economics 
Historically, pro-Israel lobbying in Europe focused heavily on cultural exchange, historical 
memory, and countering anti-Semitism. While ELNET still utilizes these narratives for public 
relations (as seen in their UK/Germany dialogues on antisemitism ), the forensic data indicates 
a hard, structural pivot toward defense economics, weapons procurement, and military-industrial 
integration. The German case study is the apotheosis of this strategy. ELNET is no longer 
merely seeking statements of solidarity; it is actively brokering multi-billion-euro arms transfers 
(Arrow 3, Heron-TP). By financing the travel of Defense Committee members directly to the 
manufacturing plants of its corporate sponsors (IAI, Elbit), ELNET has merged geopolitical 
advocacy with corporate arms dealing. The appointment of Marcus Faber to Elbit Systems after 
his tenure as Defense Chair is the ultimate, undeniable validation of this military-industrial 
pipeline.    
 
4. The Erosion of Sovereign Legislative Independence 
The ultimate consequence of ELNET's financial, logistical, and political operations is the 
measurable erosion of sovereign legislative independence in its target nations. As evidenced by 
the French National Assembly Resolution No. 1000, ELNET has grown powerful enough to 
formally demand legislative sanctions against sovereign deputies who dare to criticize its 
aligned government, utilizing its elite network to silence domestic dissent. Furthermore, when 
foreign states (such as the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs) secretly co-finance parliamentary 
events inside the French Senate to explicitly "promote legislative changes at the national level," 
the line between allied lobbying and hostile foreign state interference is entirely dissolved. 
Similarly, in the United Kingdom, when major domestic figures like Wes Streeting, David Lammy, 
or Keir Starmer are heavily reliant on bundlers like Trevor Chinn and Gary Lubner, the UK's 
independent foreign policy posture in the Middle East is fundamentally compromised by the 
fiscal realities of domestic party survival.    
 
The European Leadership Network, subsidized by a multi-million-dollar American pipeline, has 
established a dominant, transnational infrastructure of political influence. By exploiting corporate 
transparency loopholes, seating primary domestic political bundlers on its boards, and utilizing 
fully funded parliamentary delegations to enforce ideological alignment, ELNET represents the 



absolute apex of privatized geopolitical lobbying. As legislative pushback begins to mount 
across the continent, the sustainability of this model will depend entirely on whether European 
democratic institutions possess the political will to enforce transparency upon the very financial 
networks that underwrite their own political survival. 
 
 
palestinechronicle.com 
US Donors Fund Pro-Israel Lobby Driving European Policy - Report - Palestine Chronicle 
Opens in a new window 
 
en.wikipedia.org 
ELNET - Wikipedia 
Opens in a new window 
 
investigativejournalismforeu.net 
ELNET: Uncovering Israel's Influence Networks in Europe - IJ4EU 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet.uk 
General 2 — ELNET UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
fmep.org 
Top News & Analysis on Israel/Palestine: December 13-22, 2025 
Opens in a new window 
 
assemblee-nationale.fr 
PNREANR5L17B1000 - Assemblée nationale 
Opens in a new window 
 
abgeordnetenwatch.de 
Elnet Deutschland: Wie die Organisation Politik und Unternehmen ... 
Opens in a new window 
 
declassifieduk.org 
Israel lobby funded a quarter of British MPs - Declassified UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
bylinetimes.com 
David Meller: Exploring the Political Nexus Behind the Michael Gove Ally Given Controversial 
£164 million PPE Deals - Byline Times 
Opens in a new window 
 
green-elephant.uk 



Israeli-Backed Sources Funding the UK Labour Party: A Comprehensive Analysis (2014-2024) | 
Green Elephant 
Opens in a new window 
 
scribd.com 
UK MPs Funding by Israel Lobby Groups | PDF | House Of Commons Of The United Kingdom | 
British Politicians - Scribd 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.eu 
PROGRAM - ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
trtfrancais.com 
ELNET: le réseau d'influence considéré sioniste qui façonne le débat public français 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet-deutschland.de 
Beirat - European Leadership Network (ELNET) 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet-deutschland.de 
Privacy Policy - European Leadership Network (ELNET) 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet.uk 
General 2 - ELNET UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
causeiq.com 
Friends of Elnet | Skokie, IL - Cause IQ 
Opens in a new window 
 
projects.propublica.org 
Gs Donor Advised Philanthropy Fund For Wealth Management Inc - Form 990, Schedule I - 
Nonprofit Explorer - ProPublica 
Opens in a new window 
 
projects.propublica.org 
Friends Of Elnet - Nonprofit Explorer - ProPublica 
Opens in a new window 
 
purehost.bath.ac.uk 
Israel lobby - Sign in - University of Bath 



Opens in a new window 
 
research-information.bris.ac.uk 
Islamophobia in Europe: How governments are enabling the far-right 'counter-jihad' movement - 
University of Bristol Research Portal 
Opens in a new window 
 
opendemocracy.net 
ELNET: The secretive group taking MPs on trips to Israel 
Opens in a new window 
 
guidestar.org 
FRIENDS OF ELNET - GuideStar Profile 
Opens in a new window 
 
find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk 
ELNET UK LIMITED overview - Find and update company information 
Opens in a new window 
 
find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk 
ELNET UK LIMITED filing history - Find and update company information 
Opens in a new window 
 
grokipedia.com 
Labour Friends of Israel - Grokipedia 
Opens in a new window 
 
find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk 
ELNET UK LIMITED persons with significant control - Find and update company information 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.eu 
Annual Report 2021 | ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk 
ELNET UK LIMITED people - Find and update company information 
Opens in a new window 
 
jewishnews.co.uk 
Mother-and-son duo Judge Rinder and Angela Cohen top Queen's birthday honours 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet.uk 



Our people - General 2 — ELNET UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
theguardian.com 
David Meller, the Tory donor 'desperate to be part of establishment' | Presidents Club scandal | 
The Guardian 
Opens in a new window 
 
search.electoralcommission.org.uk 
Home >> Donations - The Electoral Commission 
Opens in a new window 
 
search.electoralcommission.org.uk 
Donations and loans - Search - The Electoral Commission 
Opens in a new window 
 
theguardian.com 
Tory donor lobbied minister to speed up his £65m PPE deal | Coronavirus | The Guardian 
Opens in a new window 
 
declassifieduk.org 
All Party Israel Lobby Full List - Declassified UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
declassifieduk.org 
Why don't UK media mention the Israel lobby? - Declassified UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
morningstaronline.co.uk 
One in four MPs have received money from pro-Israel lobbyists, Declassified UK reveals 
Opens in a new window 
 
declassifieduk.org 
Labour MPs have accepted over £280,000 from Israel lobby - Declassified UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
english.almayadeen.net 
Millions flow from Israeli lobbies to fund a quarter of UK MPs: Report | Al Mayadeen English 
Opens in a new window 
 
socialistworker.co.uk 
Why it's wrong to say the Israeli lobby controls Britain - Socialist Worker 
Opens in a new window 
 



mondediplo.com 
UK: Labour and the lobbyists - Le Monde diplomatique - English edition 
Opens in a new window 
 
publications.parliament.uk 
The Register of Members' Financial Interests (14 October 2024: Davis, David ) 
Opens in a new window 
 
search.electoralcommission.org.uk 
Donation summary - The Electoral Commission 
Opens in a new window 
 
theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests The Register of Members' Interests, 7 August 
2023 - TheyWorkForYou 
Opens in a new window 
 
theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests Changes from 28 April 2025 to 12 May 2025 
Opens in a new window 
 
fr.wikipedia.org 
ELNET (organisation) - Wikipédia 
Opens in a new window 
 
iqeq.com 
IQ-EQ Sustainability Report 2025 
Opens in a new window 
 
luxembourgforfinance.com 
Wealth Management - Luxembourg for Finance 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.fr 
Leadership - ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.eu 
PROGRAM - ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
aa.com.tr 
France : Un colloque organisé par le lobby pro-israélien Elnet prévu lundi au Sénat, avec un 
soutien financier israélien - Anadolu Ajansı 



Opens in a new window 
 
assemblee-nationale.fr 
Acceptations d'invitations à des déplacements - Assemblée nationale 
Opens in a new window 
 
assemblee-nationale.fr 
Ingérences politiques de l'organisation ELNET France et tentatives d'influence sur les membres 
de gouvernement et parlementaires français - Dossiers législatifs - Assemblée nationale 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.eu 
NATO and Israel: From Cooperation to Partnership - ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
lobbyregister.bundestag.de 
Registereintrag "ELNET Deutschland e.V." - Lobbyregister beim Deutschen Bundestag 
Opens in a new window 
 
lobbyregister.bundestag.de 
Registereinträge - Lobbyregister beim Deutschen Bundestag 
Opens in a new window 
 
politik-kommunikation.de 
Ovens ist CEO von Elnet - Berlin - politik&kommunikation 
Opens in a new window 
 
de.wikipedia.org 
Carsten Ovens - Wikipedia 
Opens in a new window 
 
lobbyregister.bundestag.de 
Registereinträge - Detailansicht für R002671 11.06.2025 13:02:06 - Lobbyregister 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet-deutschland.de 
ELNET Deutschland beruft Beirat 
Opens in a new window 
 
publications.parliament.uk 
REGISTER OF MEMBERS' FINANCIAL INTERESTS as at 8 January 2024 - House of Lords 
Minute - UK Parliament 
Opens in a new window 
 



theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests Changes from 28 May 2024 to 4 August 2024 - 
TheyWorkForYou 
Opens in a new window 
 
academia.edu 
(PDF) The Israel Lobby and the European Union - Academia.edu 
Opens in a new window 
 
northdata.com 
Friends of ELNET Deutschland e. V., Hamburg, Germany - North Data 
Opens in a new window 
 
staatsraesonmonitor.substack.com 
Overdue wake-up call on Israeli-aligned ... - Staatsräson Monitor #7 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.fr 
Israel - ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
gmfus.org 
2020 Donors | German Marshall Fund of the United States 
Opens in a new window 
 
trackisraellobby.uk 
Track Israel Lobby UK - Follow Israel lobby spending in UK politics 
Opens in a new window 
 
find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk 
ELNET UK LIMITED more information - Find and update company information 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet-deutschland.de 
The Israel Survey 2024: European politicians view Abraham Accords as key to peace and 
stability in the Middle East 
Opens in a new window 
 
pace.coe.int 
Declaration of interests - Parliamentary Assembly 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.eu 
Tentative list of topics and invitees 1st EIPC 2018 - ELNET 



Opens in a new window 
 
littlesis.org 
Serge Krancenblum - Giving - LittleSis 
Opens in a new window 
 
assetservicingtimes.com 
Creating the right risk culture - Asset Servicing Times 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.fr 
NOTRE ACTION - ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnetwork.fr 
Les soupçons de détournement de fonds européens par les Palestiniens : un historique 
encombrant | ELNET 
Opens in a new window 
 
linsoumission.fr 
Hasbara, Elnet : comment Israël déploie une stratégie d'influence globale en France 
Opens in a new window 
 
gihf-ai.eu 
GIHF-AI Network Partner 
Opens in a new window 
 
elnet-deutschland.de 
European Leadership Network (ELNET) - Homepage 
Opens in a new window 
 
de.wikipedia.org 
European Leadership Network (ELNET) - Wikipedia 
Opens in a new window 
 
projects.propublica.org 
Marcus Foundation Inc - Full Filing - Nonprofit Explorer - ProPublica 
Opens in a new window 
 
lobbyregister.bundestag.de 
Registereinträge - Lobbyregister beim Deutschen Bundestag 
Opens in a new window 
 
lobbyregister.bundestag.de 



Registereinträge - Detailansicht für R002671 03.01 ... - Lobbyregister 
Opens in a new window 
 
open-innovations.org 
Register of Members' Financial Interests Explorer 2022-24 - Open Innovations 
Opens in a new window 
 
declassifieduk.org 
Foreign Office met pro-Israel lobbyist to discuss arms exports - Declassified UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
palestina-komitee.nl 
Israel lobby funded half of Keir Starmer's cabinet - npkpress 
Opens in a new window 
 
publications.parliament.uk 
Part 1 - Parliament UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests Tom Tugendhat - TheyWorkForYou 
Opens in a new window 
 
theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests Liam Fox - TheyWorkForYou 
Opens in a new window 
 
publications.parliament.uk 
Register of Members' Financial Interests as at 14 October 2024 - Parliament UK 
Opens in a new window 
 
donation.watch 
Top donors to political parties in United Kingdom for 2025 - 2029 - DonationWatch 
Opens in a new window 
 
theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests The Register of Members' Interests, 24 March 
2025 - TheyWorkForYou 
Opens in a new window 
 
theyworkforyou.com 
Changes to the Register of Members' Interests The Register of Members' Interests, 6 October 
2025 - TheyWorkForYou 
Opens in a new window 



 
influencewatch.org 
European Leadership Network (ELNET) - Influence Watch 
Opens in a new window 
 
jpost.com 
ELNET brings delegation of new French MPs to Israel | The Jerusalem Post 
Opens in a new window 
 
agencemediapalestine.fr 
Ingérence : le lobby pro-israélien ELNET (enfin) dans le viseur des autorités françaises 
Opens in a new window 
 
influencewatch.org 
Joseph and Bessie Feinberg Foundation - Influence Watch 
Opens in a new window 
 
Transnational Capital Flows and Geopolitical Advocacy: Tracing US Donor-Advised Funds to 
Proxy Organizations in Canada and the United Kingdom 
Introduction 
The architecture of contemporary transnational advocacy is increasingly reliant on complex, 
opaque financial conduits that channel immense capital across borders to influence domestic 
policy, academic freedom, and legislative frameworks. Within the sphere of geopolitical 
lobbying, particularly concerning pro-Israel advocacy and the combating of ideological 
adversaries, United States-based Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs) have emerged as the 
paramount instruments of capital aggregation and deployment. Originally conceived as 
philanthropic vehicles to streamline domestic charitable giving, DAFs have evolved into 
sophisticated mechanisms of geopolitical influence, frequently shielding the identities of ultimate 
benefactors while projecting immense political and social power internationally. 
 
This report provides an exhaustive, forensic analysis of cross-border capital flows originating 
from major US-based DAFs—most notably DonorsTrust and the Jewish Communal Fund 
(JCF)—and their strategic deployment into Canadian and British domestic proxy organizations. 
Specifically, the analysis focuses on the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) and B'nai 
Brith Canada within the Canadian context, and the Campaign Against Antisemitism (CAA) in the 
United Kingdom. These organizations operate at the nexus of civil rights advocacy, geopolitical 
lobbying, and domestic policy formation, leveraging international capital to execute highly 
coordinated campaigns that frequently bypass organic, grassroots domestic mandates. 
 
By analyzing the interconnected funding networks, intermediate capital aggregators (such as 
the Merona Leadership Foundation, the Combat Hate Foundation, and the emerging Vine & Fig 
Tree Fund), and the specific regulatory mechanisms that facilitate these transfers, this report 
maps the ecosystem of transnational ideological capitalization. The evidence indicates a highly 
synchronized effort wherein US-based financial resources are weaponized to achieve specific, 



localized outcomes in allied nations. This systematic injection of capital fundamentally alters the 
dynamics of domestic sovereignty, legislative discourse, and institutional independence in 
Canada and the UK, effectively transforming domestic civil society organizations into the 
forward operating bases of American philanthropic power. 
 
The Architecture of Transnational Philanthropy: Regulatory Arbitrage and Donor-Advised Funds 
To comprehend the efficacy, scale, and resilience of these cross-border capital flows, it is 
imperative to first deconstruct the legal and financial mechanisms that enable them. 
Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs) represent a distinct class of 501(c)(3) public charities under the 
United States Internal Revenue Code. When a high-net-worth individual or corporate entity 
contributes assets to a DAF, they receive an immediate, maximized tax deduction. However, 
unlike private foundations, which are mandated by federal law to disburse a minimum of 5% of 
their net investment assets annually to maintain their tax-exempt status, DAFs are subject to no 
such payout requirement. Consequently, capital can be warehoused indefinitely, creating 
massive reservoirs of ideological funding that can be deployed strategically over decades.    
 
The sponsoring organization (the DAF) retains absolute legal control over the assets, while the 
original donor retains "advisory privileges" regarding grant distributions. This structural 
arrangement provides two critical strategic advantages for transnational advocacy networks: 
absolute obfuscation and regulatory arbitrage. Because the DAF itself is the legal entity making 
the grant, the ultimate origin of the capital is stripped from public tax filings. The funds are 
effectively laundered through a legal "black box," transforming highly partisan, politically volatile, 
or ideologically driven wealth into seemingly innocuous institutional grants. 
 
Mechanisms of Cross-Border Capital Injection 
When a US-based DAF or private foundation seeks to deploy capital to a foreign 
non-governmental organization (NGO) or charity—such as a Canadian advocacy group or a 
British enforcement agency—it must navigate specific regulatory hurdles imposed by the IRS to 
prevent the tax-exempt funding of foreign political campaigns or unapproved lobbying. 
Generally, grants made to domestic charities do not require stringent oversight regarding how 
the funds are ultimately spent. However, to maintain their tax-exempt status while funding 
international operations, US entities employ two primary legal mechanisms:    
 
Expenditure Responsibility (or Expenditure Control): The grantmaker must meticulously 
document how the grant monies are allocated by the foreign recipient. This involves a rigorous 
administrative process, including approving specific budgets, reviewing sub-contracts to third 
parties, and requiring detailed reporting to ensure the funds are used exclusively for charitable 
purposes.    
 
Equivalency Determinations: A legal and accounting assessment wherein the US entity 
determines that the foreign NGO operates in a manner structurally equivalent to a US 501(c)(3) 
publicly supported charity. If an equivalency determination is reached, the US donor can often 
bypass the more burdensome requirements of expenditure responsibility.    
 



These mechanisms, while theoretically designed by the IRS to prevent fiscal abuse, effectively 
bind the foreign recipient to the strategic imperatives of the US-based capital aggregator. For 
example, tax filings for B'nai Brith frequently detail the transfer of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to entities like the Institute for International Affairs under Schedule F reporting 
requirements, demonstrating the continuous auditing and compliance required to keep the 
cross-border pipeline flowing. The necessity of expenditure control ensures that Canadian and 
British proxy organizations remain closely tethered to the ideological mandates and tactical 
timelines of their American benefactors, facilitating a unified, transnational geopolitical strategy.    
 
Primary US Capital Aggregators and Conduits 
The financial ecosystem under review is dominated by two primary DAFs—DonorsTrust and the 
Jewish Communal Fund—which act as the initial aggregators of immense wealth. This capital is 
not generally deployed blindly; it is routed through highly specialized intermediary foundations, 
which act as strategic dispatchers, targeting specific proxy organizations in Canada and the UK 
to achieve precise policy objectives. 
 
DonorsTrust: The Conservative Capital Nexus 
DonorsTrust, headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, is widely recognized as a premier financial 
conduit for conservative, libertarian, and right-wing ideological networks in the United States, 
operating as a vital node in the broader "dark money" ecosystem. Operating under the banner of 
"safeguarding donor intent" and protecting philanthropic freedom, DonorsTrust provides an 
impenetrable shield for high-net-worth individuals seeking to fund controversial or highly 
partisan initiatives without risking public scrutiny or reputational damage.    
 
The scale of DonorsTrust's operations is staggering. In 2024 alone, the organization reported 
total assets and revenues that allowed it to funnel approximately $195 million to various 
right-wing groups, think tanks, and ideological partners. While much of this funding is directed 
domestically toward groups like the State Policy Network (SPN)—which itself maintains affiliates 
in Canada and the United Kingdom—a significant portion of this capital is deployed 
internationally to reshape the political landscape of allied nations. DonorsTrust utilizes its 
international grantmaking apparatus to support a vast network of autonomous organizations 
working in over 100 countries.    
 
Crucially, the ideological mandate of DonorsTrust extends beyond standard geopolitical 
advocacy, permeating deep into the domestic social policies of foreign nations. For example, 
DonorsTrust capital has been identified as a key financial driver behind the advocacy efforts of 
figures like Sasha Raikhy, a Canadian-Israeli citizen lobbying aggressively to influence 
Canadian domestic legislation regarding assisted suicide, demonstrating the DAF's willingness 
to export American conservative social policy into the Canadian legislative arena.    
 
Within the specific context of pro-Israel and geopolitical advocacy, DonorsTrust serves as a vital 
upstream provider of capital to secondary intermediaries. In 2024, DonorsTrust routed $310,000 
to the Merona Leadership Foundation, alongside substantial funding to the TalkIsrael 
Foundation ($200,000) and the Israel on Campus Coalition ($100,180). By insulating the original 



donors, DonorsTrust allows aggressive, localized political combat in foreign 
jurisdictions—whether regarding Middle Eastern geopolitics or Canadian healthcare policy—to 
be funded with absolute impunity.    
 
The Jewish Communal Fund (JCF): The Institutional Anchor 
If DonorsTrust represents the vanguard of the ideological right, the Jewish Communal Fund 
(JCF) represents the institutional establishment. Based in New York and historically managed by 
Executive Vice President and CEO Sue Dickman, the JCF is a colossal umbrella DAF that 
manages billions of dollars in assets. While it funds a vast array of apolitical community 
services, education, and healthcare initiatives, it is also a primary financial engine for 
international Zionist advocacy, anti-Islamist initiatives, and comprehensive geopolitical lobbying.    
 
The JCF operates as a massive clearinghouse, receiving funds from wealthy individuals and 
family foundations and redistributing them according to donor advisement. Its financial footprint 
is pervasive across the transnational ecosystem, providing both acute funding for political action 
and foundational funding for long-term demographic capitalization. For instance, the JCF is a 
primary financier of the B'nai Brith Youth Organization (BBYO), providing millions in core 
operating support to ensure the ideological continuity of the next generation of advocates. 
Furthermore, the JCF heavily subsidizes the Foundation for Jewish Camp, supporting initiatives 
like the Yedid Nefesh program, which provides crucial operational capital to facilities such as 
Camp Northland-B'nai Brith in Canada.    
 
Beyond youth capitalization, the JCF provides massive, sustained funding to the tactical 
intermediaries that execute hardline lobbying, including the Combat Hate Foundation and the 
Merona Leadership Foundation. However, the JCF's funding portfolio is not without significant 
controversy. The DAF has been repeatedly identified by researchers analyzing the 
"Islamophobia Industry" as a key source of capital for organizations that promote anti-Muslim 
rhetoric. Academic analyses suggest that the JCF serves as a vital bridge connecting 
mainstream philanthropic networks with fringe ideological warfare, priming the ground for 
anti-Muslim hostility while simultaneously funding mainstream advocacy. The sheer volume of 
capital flowing through the JCF allows it to act as a systemic stabilizer for this entire network of 
proxy organizations in North America and Europe.    
 
Strategic Dispatchers: Intermediary Foundations and Tactical Allocation 
The capital pooled in DonorsTrust and the JCF is rarely deployed directly to foreign proxy 
organizations in a single step. Direct cross-border funding from a major DAF could invite 
unwanted scrutiny from organizations monitoring foreign interference in domestic politics. 
Instead, this capital is routed through specialized 501(c)(3) intermediaries that possess the 
tactical expertise to execute specific ideological mandates and shield the upstream DAFs from 
the operational realities of the advocacy work. 
 
Merona Leadership Foundation: The Los Angeles Vanguard 
Based in Encino, California, the Merona Leadership Foundation operates as a highly targeted 
strategic allocator. Heavily associated with the Milstein family network—with Gila Milstein 



previously serving as president—Merona's stated mission is to support pro-Israel activists on 
campuses and beyond, providing programming, professional guidance, and vital funding for 
pro-Israel initiatives.    
 
Merona represents a classic "funnel" organization. It aggregates grants from larger DAFs and 
regional community foundations, then redistributes them to specialized, often combative, 
operators. 
 
Selected Capital Inflows to Merona Leadership Foundation​Year​ Amount​ Source Entity 
DonorsTrust Inc.​ 2024​ $310,000​  
Impact Forum Foundation​ 2023​ $305,675​  
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles​ 2022​ $283,800​  
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles​ 2023​ $272,000​  
National Philanthropic Trust​ 2024​ $251,000​  
DonorsTrust Inc.​ 2024​ $200,000​  
Vanguard Charitable​ 2024​ $175,000​  
   
Once capitalized by these massive infusions of untraceable wealth, Merona acts as a crucial 
financier for organizations executing hardline tactical operations. It is a central member and 
facilitator of the "Impact Forum," a highly organized network of Los Angeles-based donors who 
pool their philanthropic strength to empower a web of small- and mid-size nonprofits. Through 
this forum, Merona has directly funded organizations like StopAntisemitism, an entity dedicated 
to aggressive public "naming and shaming" campaigns against ideological opponents. Financial 
disclosures reveal that Merona even paid the $125,633 salary of StopAntisemitism's executive 
director, Liora Rez, illustrating the deep operational control exerted by the foundation over its 
proxies.    
 
Crucially, Merona extends its financial and tactical reach across international borders. The 
foundation explicitly lists the Campaign Against Antisemitism (CAA) in the UK as a primary 
portfolio organization. Furthermore, Merona utilizes the Impact Forum to directly interface with 
Canadian proxies; B'nai Brith Canada has presented at the Impact Forum's luncheons in Los 
Angeles, actively soliciting the combined philanthropic strength of the US donor network to fund 
its domestic operations in Canada.    
 
Combat Hate Foundation and the Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM) 
Operating out of Moundridge, Kansas, the Combat Hate Foundation is a 501(c)(3) entity 
established in 2019 by Adam Beren. It serves as the legal and financial parent organization of 
the Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM). The foundation has experienced explosive financial 
growth; by 2024, it reported assets of nearly $1.86 million and annual revenues approaching 
$9.86 million, a remarkable capitalization for a relatively young organization.    
 
CAM operates as a highly sophisticated global umbrella network, boasting over 850 partner 
NGOs, and is led by CEO Sacha Roytman-Dratwa and Advisory Board Chairman Natan 



Sharansky. The organization is deeply integrated into the JCF funding pipeline, receiving 
multiple, overlapping grants for general operational support over consecutive fiscal years.    
 
Selected Capital Inflows to Combat Hate Foundation​ Year​ Amount​ Source Entity 
Jewish Communal Fund​ 2022​ $90,000​  
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis​2022​ $90,000​  
Jewish Communal Fund​ 2021​ $85,000​  
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund​ 2022​ $76,280​  
Jewish Communal Fund​ 2025​ $56,800​  
   
CAM's operational strategy diverges from the combative public shaming tactics of Merona's 
affiliates, focusing instead on elite municipal and state-level legislative capture. A primary 
mechanism for this is the Mayors Summit Against Antisemitism, an exclusive, high-impact event 
uniting civic leaders and policymakers from across the United States and Canada. To ensure 
maximum attendance and influence, the Combat Hate Foundation utilizes its tax-exempt capital 
to pay all travel, accommodation, and meal expenses for attending municipal officials. This 
constitutes a direct, legalized injection of US-based capital into the lobbying and influencing of 
Canadian municipal governance, bypassing traditional diplomatic channels to directly shape the 
ideological posture of local Canadian governments.    
 
Furthermore, CAM’s operations blur the lines between private philanthropy and state-sponsored 
advocacy. Reports indicate that the Combat Hate Foundation and CAM have operated in deep 
coordination with the Israeli Diaspora Affairs Ministry through initiatives like "Voices of Israel," 
raising profound questions regarding the ultimate sovereignty and independence of the civic 
leaders they influence in North America and Europe.    
 
Vine & Fig Tree Fund Inc.: The Technological Frontier of Advocacy 
A highly specific, emerging node within this transnational network is the Vine & Fig Tree Fund 
Inc., a tax-exempt entity established in New York in February 2025 (EIN 99-2100887). Despite 
its recent formation, it rapidly reported an annual revenue of $851,000, indicating immediate, 
heavy capitalization from upstream sources. The fund operates in tandem with the Vine & Fig 
Tree Institute.    
 
The nomenclature of the organization is deeply symbolic, deriving from a 1790 letter written by 
George Washington to the congregants of the Touro Synagogue in Rhode Island. Washington 
quoted the Book of Micah (4:4), stating that "everyone shall sit in safety under his own vine and 
fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid". This phrase has historically served as the 
foundational text of American Jewish belonging and integration. However, within this funding 
network, this historical narrative of peaceful sanctuary has been reappropriated to legitimize a 
highly aggressive technological initiative.    
 
Financial data reveals that the Jewish Communal Fund is the primary backer of this new entity. 
In the 2025 grant cycle, the JCF allocated a highly targeted $200,000 grant to the Vine & Fig 



Tree Institute Inc. specifically for the development of a "Truth Database and Large Language 
Model (LLM)".    
 
This grant indicates a profound strategic paradigm shift within the funding network toward 
technological warfare and algorithmic dominance. Historically, advocacy relied on human 
capital—lawyers filing suits, lobbyists meeting with parliamentarians, and activists organizing on 
campuses. By financing proprietary artificial intelligence and centralized data repositories, US 
DAFs are equipping their proxy networks with next-generation tools for digital surveillance, 
automated narrative control, and mass-scale linguistic policing. An LLM trained specifically on a 
curated "Truth Database" provides the infrastructure to instantly generate legislative briefs, 
mass-produce complaints to regulatory bodies, and autonomously scrape academic 
publications for ideological deviations. Vine & Fig Tree also acts as a capital distributor, 
allocating $100,000 back into the Merona Leadership Foundation in 2024, demonstrating the 
insular, circular nature of these capital flows, where AI development and combative grassroots 
advocacy are funded symbiotically.    
 
The Canadian Theater: Institutional Capture and Combative Proxies 
The deployment of US-based capital into Canada is characterized by the strategic support of 
two primary proxy organizations: B'nai Brith Canada and the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 
(CIJA). While both operate within the realm of Jewish advocacy and the combating of 
antisemitism, their structural mandates, histories, and tactical approaches differ significantly. 
This bifurcation allows the US funding network to apply multi-spectrum pressure on Canadian 
institutions—combining aggressive, external legal warfare with smooth, internal institutional 
lobbying. 
 
B'nai Brith Canada (BBC): Combative Legal and Political Advocacy 
B'nai Brith Canada operates as one of the country's oldest and most recognizable Jewish 
advocacy groups. Historically rooted in a system of fraternal lodges established in the late 19th 
century, the organization has evolved drastically. As fraternal membership declined, B'nai Brith 
transitioned into a modern, donor-driven advocacy model, making it highly reliant on large-scale 
philanthropic capitalization. Today, its core stated purposes include relieving poverty, preventing 
discrimination, and assisting victims of human rights abuses. However, its operational capacity 
is highly augmented and directed by its structural integration with US-based intermediaries.    
 
The financial linkage was explicitly formalized when B'nai Brith Canada presented at the Impact 
Forum in Los Angeles, organized by the Merona Leadership Foundation. B'nai Brith utilized this 
platform to solicit funding directly from the network of pro-Israel donors assembled by Merona, 
aiming to secure capital to "ensure Jewish unity and continuity in Canada, and support the State 
of Israel". This cross-border solicitation confirms that B'nai Brith Canada's domestic operations 
are fundamentally subsidized by, and accountable to, the tactical priorities of US capital 
allocators like Merona, and by extension, DonorsTrust and the JCF. Empowered by this steady 
stream of capital, B'nai Brith Canada executes highly aggressive, combative campaigns aimed 
at reshaping Canadian federal policy, silencing academic dissent, and dictating the national 
narrative on hate crimes.    



 
Methodological Capture and the Auditing of Hate 
A cornerstone of B'nai Brith Canada's influence is its annual Audit of Antisemitic Incidents, a 
report treated as highly authoritative by Canadian media and federal policymakers. However, 
sociological analyses reveal a profound methodological divergence between B'nai Brith's data 
and that of other organizations.    
 
Unlike the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) in the United States, or Statistics Canada, B'nai Brith 
Canada utilizes the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of 
antisemitism to strictly delineate the parameters of its audit. Sociological critics argue that this 
reliance on the IHRA definition—which frequently conflates criticism of the State of Israel with 
antisemitism—is a significant underlying factor in the improbable, disproportionate inflation of 
hate crime numbers reported in Canada compared to the US. By generating statistically inflated 
audits subsidized by US capital, B'nai Brith creates a self-fulfilling policy feedback loop: the 
organization manufactures the data defining the crisis, feeds this data to a receptive federal 
government, and subsequently demands legislative action to solve the crisis it mathematically 
amplified.    
 
Federal Policy and Defunding Campaigns 
B'nai Brith Canada leverages its capital to lead relentless campaigns to alter Canadian foreign 
and domestic policy, aligning it with hardline US postures. Notably, the organization launched a 
massive public and political offensive demanding a forensic audit of Canada's contributions to 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA). Accusing the 
agency of utilizing Canadian taxpayer funds to support curricula that "normalizes violence" and 
"condones terrorism," B'nai Brith explicitly urged Canada to mirror the geopolitical postures of 
the United States and the European Parliament by reviewing and restricting funding.    
 
Similarly, the organization was at the forefront of the lobbying effort that successfully pressured 
the Canadian government to list the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist 
entity. B'nai Brith initiated a direct lawsuit against the Federal Government to force this 
designation, arguing that the lack of a listing allowed Canadians to legally fund a brutal regime. 
The financial capacity to launch a direct lawsuit against the sovereign federal government 
requires immense, sustained capital—capital inherently subsidized by the cross-border pipeline.    
 
Academic Censorship and Legal Warfare 
Perhaps the most potent demonstration of B'nai Brith's proxy power occurred during the 
academic hiring scandal at the University of Toronto's Faculty of Law. When the university was 
poised to hire Dr. Valentina Azarova as the director of the International Human Rights Program, 
B'nai Brith Canada, working in tandem with CIJA, intervened directly. B'nai Brith submitted 
claims that Dr. Azarova's previous affiliations with Al-Haq—a Palestinian human rights 
organization—amounted to ties with an "extreme anti-Israel organization" and the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). This pressure campaign, fueled by the institutional heft 
subsidized by foreign capital, resulted in the university summarily canceling Dr. Azarova's hiring, 



a chilling demonstration of how transnational funding can bypass domestic academic freedom to 
enforce ideological conformity.    
 
Beyond academia, B'nai Brith Canada frequently engages in defamation lawsuits and strategic 
litigation against human rights experts, academics, and activists. Targets have included UN 
Special Rapporteur Michael Lynk, law professor Faisal Bhabha, and various Canadian Members 
of Parliament. The ability to sustain protracted legal warfare requires immense financial 
reserves, which the cross-border pipeline from entities like the Merona Leadership Foundation 
actively provides.    
 
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA): Systemic Integration 
While B'nai Brith operates as a combative external pressure group, the Centre for Israel and 
Jewish Affairs (CIJA) represents systemic, institutional capture. Formed initially in 2004 as the 
Canadian Council for Israel and Jewish Advocacy (CCIJA), the organization underwent a 
massive restructuring in 2011. This restructuring consolidated the functions of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress, the Canada-Israel Committee, the Quebec-Israel Committee, and the 
National Jewish Campus Life and University Outreach Committee into a single, monolithic 
advocacy entity. Under the leadership of figures like former CEO Shimon Fogel and current 
CEO Noah Shack, CIJA commands an annual budget exceeding $11 million.    
 
CIJA operates officially as the advocacy agent for the Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA 
(JFC-UIA). The JFC-UIA acts as the central body managing fund transfers and philanthropy 
across Canada, and its network is deeply integrated with the Jewish Federations of North 
America. Cross-border capital flows seamlessly between these federated entities; US-based 
DAFs inject capital into the North American federation system, which in turn finances CIJA's 
multimillion-dollar budget. This allows CIJA to execute highly sophisticated, systemic lobbying 
efforts aimed at the highest levels of the Canadian government, law enforcement, and 
academia.    
 
Legislative Influence: Bill C-9 and The Combatting Hate Act 
CIJA's influence over Canadian federal legislation is profound and highly effective. In response 
to the introduction of Bill C-9, the Combatting Hate Act, CIJA engineered a united lobbying front, 
partnering with B'nai Brith and the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center (another frequent 
beneficiary of cross-border coordination) to steer the legislation.    
 
Backed by the immense resources of their funding networks, CIJA successfully advocated for a 
suite of draconian legal mechanisms to be embedded in Canadian law. These included targeted 
amendments establishing new intimidation and obstruction offences to protect community 
institutions, the creation of a new standalone hate-crime offence, and crucially, the removal of a 
long-standing legal barrier that required Attorney General consent to prosecute police-laid hate 
charges. CIJA also actively engaged in contentious debates regarding an amendment proposed 
by the Bloc Québécois to remove the religious exemption defence for the wilful promotion of 
hatred.    
 



Following the bill's adoption into law, CIJA did not demobilize. The organization immediately 
pivoted to pressuring provincial and territorial attorneys general and law enforcement 
agencies—such as the Toronto Police Service Board, with whom CIJA maintains direct, 
formalized correspondence —to establish a "consistent national approach to enforcement, 
prosecution, and sentencing". Furthermore, CIJA is actively demanding the creation of a new, 
distinct criminal offence for the "wilful promotion of terrorism". This represents a direct, 
measurable translation of US-subsidized capital into the structural, permanent alteration of the 
Canadian criminal code.    
 
Academic Alliances and Transnational Networking 
Beyond its punitive interventions in academia—such as its involvement in the UofT Azarova 
scandal alongside B'nai Brith —CIJA aggressively promotes the structural integration of 
Canadian and Israeli institutions. The organization actively lobbies for strengthening academic 
collaboration between Canadian and Israeli universities, portraying it as a means to diversify 
international collaboration and improve job prospects for Canadian students, particularly those 
from lower-income backgrounds. This dual approach—punishing academic dissent while 
structurally cementing academic and commercial alliances—demonstrates the comprehensive, 
state-like nature of CIJA's strategic mandate, a mandate entirely underwritten by the 
transnational federation funding network.    
 
The British Theater: Regulatory Enforcement via Proxy 
The transnational capital flows emanating from the US are not restricted to North America. The 
same financial nodes that empower Canadian proxy organizations are actively deployed in the 
United Kingdom, revealing a coordinated, multi-theater strategy designed to harmonize the 
geopolitical posture of the Anglosphere. 
 
The Campaign Against Antisemitism (CAA) 
In the UK, the primary beneficiary of this targeted capitalization is the Campaign Against 
Antisemitism (CAA). Operating across eight highly specialized directorates, the CAA executes a 
specific, aggressive mandate: the exposure and countering of antisemitism through education 
and the zero-tolerance enforcement of British law.    
 
The Merona Leadership Foundation—which, as established, acts as a primary funnel for 
DonorsTrust, the JCF, and the Vanguard Charitable network—explicitly lists the CAA as a core 
organization within its international funding portfolio. By channeling US-originated capital across 
the Atlantic to the CAA, the American DAF network essentially subsidizes a private regulatory 
enforcement mechanism operating within a foreign sovereign state.    
 
The CAA's tactical approach differs slightly from its Canadian counterparts, focusing less on 
broad federal legislation and more heavily on regulatory bodies and professional standards. The 
organization systematically targets professionals—including lawyers, teachers, sportspeople, 
and charity workers—who are subject to special occupational regulation. By utilizing the capital 
provided by the Merona Foundation and allied donors, the CAA is able to sustain specialized 



legal divisions, such as the "Online Hate Task Force," to relentlessly scrutinize the performance 
of British police forces, the Crown Prosecution Service, and government regulatory bodies.    
 
When these British state institutions fall short of the CAA's zero-tolerance expectations, the 
organization initiates punishing legal and public pressure campaigns to hold them to account. 
This dynamic illustrates a profound geopolitical reality: US-based, tax-deductible capital, 
generated in places like Los Angeles and New York, is being explicitly deployed to coerce, 
monitor, and dictate the operational priorities of the British criminal justice system and its 
professional regulatory frameworks. The recent targeting of academics like David Miller by 
networks aligned with this funding stream further demonstrates the intent to purge British 
academia of voices hostile to the transnational consensus.    
 
Second and Third-Order Impacts: The Geopolitics of Proxy Funding 
The deployment of billions of dollars through opaque Donor-Advised Funds into Canadian and 
British proxy organizations generates profound second and third-order socio-political effects. 
The analysis reveals that this is not mere philanthropy; it is the execution of a highly 
synchronized form of asymmetric political warfare. 
 
Lexical Counterinsurgency and the IHRA Definition 
A primary, synchronized objective of the organizations funded by this transnational 
network—including CAM, CIJA, B'nai Brith, and the CAA—is the systemic, global adoption of 
the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism.    
 
As observed by scholars of asymmetric warfare, the aggressive, well-funded lobbying for the 
IHRA definition constitutes a form of "lexical, epistemic, and para-juridical counterinsurgency". 
The definition, while technically legally non-binding, is weaponized by these proxy groups to 
induce severe material and militarized consequences. It serves as a portable apparatus of 
unconventional warfare directed against Palestinian solidarity and geopolitical dissent.    
 
In the UK, the pressure campaigns—subsidized by entities like Merona and executed by the 
CAA—have successfully coerced over 270 regional, local, and municipal governments, and a 
vast majority of universities, into adopting the definition. This compliance is frequently achieved 
under the direct threat of having public funding cut by government ministers sympathetic to the 
lobbying effort. In Canada, CIJA and B'nai Brith utilize the IHRA parameters to generate their 
annual audits, setting the statistical and linguistic boundaries of hate speech, which in turn 
justifies the expansion of the Canadian carceral state via legislation like Bill C-9. The US capital 
essentially purchases the redefinition of language in foreign jurisdictions.    
 
The Convergence of Pro-Israel Advocacy and the "Islamophobia Industry" 
A critical, darker third-order insight derived from tracking these specific capital flows is the 
systemic financial convergence between mainstream pro-Israel geopolitical advocacy and the 
funding of anti-Muslim, right-wing ideological networks. 
 



The financial data demonstrates that the primary DAFs in this ecosystem do not operate in 
moral silos. DonorsTrust, which funds the Merona Leadership Foundation and its affiliated 
Jewish advocacy proxies, is simultaneously the primary financial engine for a vast array of 
right-wing, free-market, and libertarian think tanks across the US, Canada, and the UK. 
Furthermore, DonorsTrust acts as a conduit to organizations actively campaigning against 
LGBTQ+ rights globally  and supporting white nationalist figures like Peter Brimelow of VDARE.    
 
Similarly, the Jewish Communal Fund, while financing CIJA, CAM, and mainstream youth 
organizations, has been repeatedly identified in academic studies as a vital source of capital for 
the "Islamophobia Industry". Researchers monitoring Canadian demographics note a "rapidly 
emerging alliance between the pro-Israel mainstream and the Islamophobic fringe," heavily 
subsidized by US-based organizations and foundations.    
 
Because US-based DAFs like DonorsTrust and the JCF are fundamentally insulated from public 
accountability, they can simultaneously fund mainstream Canadian Jewish advocacy (CIJA) and 
extreme, anti-Muslim hate groups without facing internal systemic friction. This ideological 
synchronization suggests that the capital flowing into Canada and the UK is not solely 
concerned with combating antisemitism, but is part of a broader, cohesive strategy to shift the 
Overton window of allied nations toward a rigid, conservative, and fiercely pro-Israel geopolitical 
alignment, priming the socio-political ground for systemic Islamophobia and the aggressive 
suppression of political dissent.    
 
Conclusion 
The empirical tracking of capital from US-based Donor-Advised Funds to domestic proxy 
organizations in Canada and the United Kingdom reveals a highly sophisticated, structurally 
resilient apparatus designed to manipulate the internal policies of sovereign states. 
 
The regulatory mechanisms governing DAFs—specifically DonorsTrust and the Jewish 
Communal Fund—provide the vital elements of extreme wealth aggregation and absolute 
anonymity. Through the strategic use of expenditure control and equivalency determinations, 
these US entities ensure that capital crossing the border remains strictly disciplined to American 
geopolitical and ideological imperatives. 
 
Intermediate foundations, such as the Merona Leadership Foundation, the Combat Hate 
Foundation, and the technologically focused Vine & Fig Tree Fund, act as the tactical nodes in 
this network. They absorb billions in DAF capital and inject it directly into the operational 
budgets of Canadian and British actors, facilitating everything from municipal lobbying summits 
to the development of AI-driven linguistic surveillance tools. 
 
In Canada, B'nai Brith and CIJA utilize this foreign subsidy to dominate the domestic discourse, 
successfully lobbying for the alteration of the Canadian criminal code, dictating academic hiring 
parameters at elite universities, and forcing federal alignment with US foreign policy regarding 
international aid and terrorism designations. In the UK, the Campaign Against Antisemitism acts 



as a US-funded regulatory enforcer, actively coercing British legal, academic, and professional 
institutions into adopting highly restrictive, politically advantageous definitions of hate speech. 
 
Ultimately, this forensic analysis demonstrates that what is frequently portrayed in Canada and 
the UK as organic, domestic civil society advocacy is, in reality, the terminal output of a massive, 
coordinated, and untraceable US financial pipeline. Until the regulatory frameworks governing 
cross-border philanthropic capital and donor transparency are fundamentally reformed, the 
domestic sovereignty, academic freedom, and legislative independence of these nations will 
remain highly vulnerable to the asymmetric warfare waged by foreign capital. 
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The Architecture of Obfuscation: Mapping the Lobbying Footprint and Exemption Ecosystems of 
Foreign Influence Registries in the UK and Canada 
Introduction to the New Paradigm of Statecraft and Transparency 
The proliferation of foreign influence transparency registries across Western democracies 
represents a foundational shift in how governments attempt to monitor, regulate, and mitigate 



covert state-backed activities. Driven by escalating geopolitical tensions, verified instances of 
electoral interference, and the strategic deployment of sharp power by rival states, nations such 
as the United Kingdom and Canada have introduced sweeping legislative frameworks aimed at 
exposing the hidden vectors of foreign lobbying. The United Kingdom’s Foreign Influence 
Registration Scheme (FIRS), embedded within the National Security Act 2023, and Canada’s 
Foreign Influence Transparency and Accountability Act (FITAA), introduced via Bill C-70, share 
a common statutory objective: to mandate the public disclosure of activities undertaken at the 
direction of, or in association with, foreign principals.    
 
However, the transition from legislative intent to operational policy is rarely frictionless. As these 
statutory frameworks were drafted and debated in their respective parliaments, a sophisticated, 
highly coordinated lobbying footprint emerged. This resistance was driven primarily by the 
higher education sector and domestic civil society organizations, both of which operate in 
inherently globalized ecosystems. These groups recognized early in the legislative process that 
the expansive statutory definitions of "foreign influence," "political processes," and 
"arrangements" threatened to capture legitimate cross-border academic collaboration, 
international humanitarian aid, and complex philanthropic routing.    
 
The ensuing legislative battles centered entirely on the drafting of critical statutory exemptions. 
By analyzing the lobbying efforts of specific elite coalitions—such as the Russell Group and 
Universities UK in the United Kingdom, and the U15 Group of Canadian Research Universities, 
Universities Canada, and Imagine Canada in North America—it becomes possible to map 
exactly how the statutory architecture of foreign influence was actively reshaped and diluted. 
These entities successfully negotiated safe harbors, academic exemptions, and civil society 
carve-outs that, while legitimately protecting vital democratic freedoms and academic inquiry, 
also created sophisticated regulatory blind spots.    
 
Crucially, these exemptions have preserved mechanisms for cross-border philanthropic routing, 
allowing specific domestic structures to shield ideological and institutional funding from the very 
transparency registries designed to expose them. This report provides an exhaustive, 
multi-jurisdictional analysis of the legislative mechanics of FIRS and FITAA, isolates the specific 
lobbying groups that authored the academic and civil society exemptions, and examines the 
second and third-order implications of these carve-outs. Furthermore, by analyzing specific case 
studies of philanthropic routing—such as the financial ecosystems surrounding the Combat 
Antisemitism Movement, the Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy, and their 
domestic funding vehicles like the Vine & Fig Tree Fund—this analysis illuminates how domestic 
tax-exempt status is increasingly utilized as an opaque shield against foreign influence 
categorization. 
 
Historical Baselines: The Shadow of FARA and FITS 
To comprehend the legislative panic that FIRS and FITAA induced within the academic and civil 
society sectors, one must first examine the historical and comparative baselines upon which 
these laws were modeled. The United States Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) of 1938 



and the Australian Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme (FITS) of 2018 served as the 
primary legislative templates for both London and Ottawa.    
 
FARA, originally designed to expose Nazi propaganda prior to World War II, operates as a 
transparency statute requiring individuals acting as agents of foreign principals to periodically 
disclose their relationships, activities, and financial compensation. In recent years, FARA has 
experienced a renaissance in enforcement, transitioning from a dormant administrative statute 
into a primary tool for the Department of Justice to address a spectrum of foreign influence, 
including lobbying, electioneering, and disinformation. However, FARA's blunt statutory 
language treats a broad spectrum of foreign connections identically, causing significant friction 
within academia and civil society.    
 
Universities, think tanks, and scholarly institutions in the United States have historically relied 
upon FARA's "academic exemption," which applies to persons solely engaged in bona fide 
religious, scholastic, academic, or scientific pursuits. Yet, Department of Justice regulations 
explicitly void this exemption if the person is simultaneously engaged in "political activities," a 
term defined so broadly that it covers any activity intended to influence the US public regarding 
domestic or foreign policy. Consequently, US universities receiving substantial foreign funding 
must navigate complex alternative compliance mechanisms, such as Section 117 of the Higher 
Education Act, which mandates the disclosure of foreign gifts or contracts exceeding $250,000.    
 
Similarly, the Australian FITS model provided a cautionary tale regarding the immense 
administrative burden of foreign influence compliance. When the Australian government 
implemented FITS, the regulatory drag on the university sector was staggering. Canadian 
lobbyists would later cite testimony indicating that the University of Melbourne alone spent over 
$1 million on initial compliance and an additional $1 million to implement a proprietary foreign 
engagements disclosure platform.    
 
It was within this context—fearing the expansive legal interpretations of FARA and the crippling 
administrative costs of the Australian FITS—that UK and Canadian academic and civil society 
sectors mobilized to ensure their respective domestic legislation included robust, sector-specific 
exemptions. 
 
The Legislative Architecture of the UK Foreign Influence Registration Scheme (FIRS) 
The UK’s FIRS, which comes into force on July 1, 2025, with a pre-existing arrangement 
registration deadline of October 1, 2025, establishes a sophisticated dual-tier compliance 
framework. Formulated as Part 4 of the National Security Act 2023, the scheme is designed to 
compel transparency without explicitly prohibiting lawful activity, deterring the covert use of 
proxies by foreign powers.    
 
The architecture of FIRS is bifurcated into two distinct operational tiers, each carrying distinct 
legal thresholds and penalties. The Political Influence Tier applies universally to all foreign 
powers and mandates the registration of arrangements aimed at influencing UK political 
processes, public officials, or public policy. The critical legal threshold defining this tier is the 



concept of "direction." An individual or entity must register if they carry out political influence 
activities at the direct instruction, request, or conditional funding of a foreign principal.    
 
The Enhanced Tier applies a much broader and more aggressive regulatory net, targeting 
specific foreign powers deemed by the Secretary of State to pose a heightened risk to UK 
national security. Currently, the specified powers under this tier are the governments and 
state-controlled entities of Russia and Iran. Under the Enhanced Tier, the requirement for 
"political influence" is stripped away. Virtually all activities—including routine commercial 
transactions, administrative services, and scientific research activities—undertaken at the 
direction of these specified powers must be registered.    
 
The enforcement mechanisms underpinning FIRS are designed to establish a severe deterrent 
posture. Non-compliance is criminalized, distinguishing it from purely administrative 
transparency regimes. Failure to register an arrangement under the Political Influence Tier 
carries a maximum penalty of two years' imprisonment and unlimited fines, while violations 
under the Enhanced Tier escalate to a maximum of five years' imprisonment.    
 
The Statutory Scope and Initial Sector Panic 
As the National Security Bill progressed through Parliament, the breadth of FIRS generated 
acute alarm across multiple sectors. The legislation was expansive enough to capture public 
relations firms, independent think tanks, private multinational corporations, and charitable 
non-governmental organizations if their activities involved directions from foreign powers.    
 
Without specific exemptions, a UK charity receiving a grant from a foreign ministry of foreign 
affairs to advocate for increased disaster relief funding would be criminalized for failing to 
register. Similarly, a university partnering with a foreign state to research climate change policy 
could find itself captured under the political influence definitions, threatening the foundational 
principles of academic freedom and cross-border scientific inquiry. This existential threat 
catalyzed one of the most effective and highly targeted lobbying campaigns in recent UK 
legislative history.    
 
The Legislative Architecture of Canada's Foreign Influence Transparency and Accountability Act 
(FITAA) 
Passed as Part 4 of Bill C-70 (the Countering Foreign Interference Act) and receiving royal 
assent in June 2024, Canada's FITAA establishes a singular, expansive public registry overseen 
by an independent Foreign Influence Transparency Commissioner. While sharing the DNA of 
the UK's FIRS, the Canadian legislative approach utilized significantly broader and more 
ambiguous statutory language, triggering an immediate and intense backlash from civil society 
and academia.    
 
FITAA’s registration requirements are triggered when an individual or entity enters into an 
"arrangement" with a foreign principal. However, unlike the UK standard which relies heavily on 
the concept of explicit "direction," FITAA captures entities that act at the "direction of," or, 
crucially, "in association with," the foreign principal. This inclusion of "in association with" 



fundamentally lowered the threshold for foreign agent classification, implying that mere 
ideological alignment or collaborative contact—without a formal subordinate or transactional 
relationship—could force registration.    
 
Once this relationship is established, registration is mandated if the entity engages in specific 
activities aimed at influencing a "political or governmental process" in Canada. These activities 
include direct communications with public office holders, the disbursement of money or items of 
value, and the dissemination of information to the public by any means, explicitly capturing 
social media operations and public commentary.    
 
The definition of a "political or governmental process" under FITAA is extraordinarily 
comprehensive. It encompasses proceedings of any legislative body, the development of 
legislative proposals, the making of decisions by a public office holder (including contract 
awards), elections, referendums, and the development of political party platforms. Furthermore, 
it applies across all jurisdictional levels in Canada, capturing influence campaigns targeting 
federal, provincial, territorial, municipal, and Indigenous governments.    
 
The enforcement framework proposed in the accompanying regulations relies on a dual-track 
system of Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMPs) for lesser infractions and criminal 
sanctions for deliberate evasion or deception. The sheer scope of the Act meant that almost any 
international collaboration intersecting with Canadian public policy was potentially subject to the 
registry.    
 
Comparative Framework of Transparency Regimes 
The following table synthesizes the core operational parameters of the UK and Canadian 
legislative frameworks prior to the introduction of the sector-specific exemptions heavily lobbied 
for by academia and civil society. 
 
Feature​ UK FIRS (National Security Act 2023)​ Canada FITAA (Bill C-70)​ US 
FARA (Baseline Reference) 
Statutory Mechanism​  
Two-Tiered Registry (Political Influence & Enhanced Risk)  
 
Singular Comprehensive Public Registry  
 
Singular Public Registry  
 
Triggering Threshold​  
Acting at the explicit "direction" of a foreign power  
 
Acting at the "direction of" or "in association with" a foreign principal  
 
Acting as an "agent" of a foreign principal  
 



Targeted Activities​  
Political lobbying, public communications, financial disbursement  
 
Lobbying, public dissemination (including social media), financial disbursement  
 
Political activities, public relations, dispensing money  
 
Jurisdictional Scope​  
Federal UK government and political processes  
 
Federal, Provincial, Territorial, Municipal, and Indigenous processes  
 
US Federal government and public policy  
 
Enforcement/Penalties​  
Up to 5 years imprisonment and/or unlimited fines  
 
Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMPs) and criminal sanctions  
 
Up to 5 years imprisonment and/or fines  
 
   
The Higher Education Lobbying Footprint: Securing Academic Discretion 
The most coordinated, data-driven, and heavily resourced lobbying efforts surrounding both 
FIRS and FITAA originated from the higher education sector. Universities inherently act as 
critical nodes in the global knowledge economy, reliant on cross-border funding, international 
student tuition, and transnational research collaborations. Consequently, the prospect of 
registering international academic partnerships as "foreign influence" was viewed as an 
existential threat to institutional autonomy, academic freedom, and the financial viability of 
higher education.    
 
The UK Strategy: The Russell Group and Universities UK 
In the United Kingdom, the lobbying footprint was dominated by the Russell Group, an 
association representing 24 of the most prestigious research-intensive universities, and 
Universities UK (UUK), the collective voice for 140 institutions. Their intervention during the 
passage of the National Security Bill was strategic, highly organized, and focused on mitigating 
regulatory duplication.    
 
The primary legislative argument deployed by the Russell Group and UUK centered on the 
threat of "duplicative reporting". In their written evidence submitted to the Public Bill Committee 
(NSB03), they highlighted that the UK university sector was already subject to a rigorous and 
expanding web of foreign funding oversight. They pointed specifically to the Higher Education 
(Freedom of Speech) Act 2023, which empowered the Office for Students to actively monitor the 



impact of overseas income on academic freedom, and the National Security and Investment 
(NSI) Act, which governed foreign investments in sensitive technologies.    
 
The Russell Group explicitly warned the government that layering the expansive FIRS 
framework—particularly the Enhanced Tier—over these existing structures would create a 
paralyzing administrative burden. They argued that universities could be forced to notify three 
different government departments regarding a single international partnership. By framing the 
issue as an inefficiency that would divert university and government resources away from 
identifying complex, high-risk state threats toward "bureaucratic, low-value, form filling," the 
academic lobby effectively neutralized the government's primary national security argument.    
 
Through sustained parliamentary engagement, including debates initiated in the House of Lords 
by sympathetic peers like Lord Carlile of Berriew, the academic lobby successfully embedded 
highly specific "academic exemptions" into the finalized FIRS regulations and the accompanying 
Home Office Sector-Specific Guidance for Academia and Research. The lobbying groups 
achieved three critical statutory carve-outs that shielded their cross-border routing:    
 
The Editorial Discretion Exemption: Research projects funded by foreign powers were explicitly 
exempted from registration under the Political Influence Tier provided that the UK university 
retains "complete discretion over how the results are presented". This singular clause effectively 
shields the vast majority of cross-border academic funding from public disclosure on the registry, 
as universities intrinsically mandate editorial independence. The requirement to register is only 
triggered in the highly unusual circumstance where funding is contractually contingent upon 
advocating for specific legislative changes.    
 
The Student Scholarship and Progress Report Exemption: The Russell Group successfully 
lobbied to defang the Enhanced Tier regarding foreign state-funded scholarships. Under the 
finalized FIRS regulations, UK universities do not need to register arrangements where a 
specified foreign power (e.g., the Ministry of Education of Iran or Russia) directs the university to 
provide an annual report on a sponsored student's academic progress. The government 
conceded that such reporting is a standard requirement for facilitating financial support. 
Crucially, the liability for registering illicit political activity was shifted away from the institution 
and onto the individual student.    
 
The Multilateral Public Body Exemption: Universities secured a blanket exemption for 
arrangements that are part of broader multilateral agreements involving a UK Crown body or a 
recognized public body, such as UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). This ensured that major 
state-backed research consortiums remained outside the scope of FIRS.    
 
By securing these specific exemptions, the Russell Group and UUK successfully shielded the 
overwhelming majority of cross-border philanthropic donations, international tuition streams, and 
research funding flowing into UK higher education from the FIRS apparatus, ensuring that 
routine academic activities were legally demarcated from actionable "political influence." 
 



The Canadian Strategy: U15 and Universities Canada 
In Canada, a parallel and equally intense lobbying campaign was executed by the U15 Group of 
Canadian Research Universities and Universities Canada. The regulatory environment in 
Canada was arguably more threatening to academia due to FITAA’s explicit inclusion of 
"communications" and the "dissemination of information to the public" regarding any "policy or 
program" as registerable activities.    
 
Universities Canada immediately identified a fatal flaw in the statutory language: peer-reviewed 
scholarly publications routinely assess, critique, and recommend changes to public policy issues 
such as public health, climate change, technology regulation, and international governance. 
Without an explicit, air-tight academic exemption, a Canadian researcher who received foreign 
grant money (e.g., from an EU science foundation) and subsequently published a paper 
recommending a shift in Canadian environmental policy could be legally classified as a foreign 
agent engaged in malign influence.    
 
The lobbying footprint of U15 and Universities Canada focused heavily on the economic and 
scientific "chilling effect" this legislation would have on international science diplomacy. In their 
formal submissions to parliamentary committees, they weaponized implementation data from 
allied nations to demonstrate the looming administrative catastrophe. Universities Canada cited 
direct testimony from the Australian Intelligence and Security Joint Committee indicating that the 
University of Melbourne alone spent over $1 million on initial FITS compliance and a further $1 
million implementing a foreign engagements disclosure platform. They argued forcefully that the 
Canadian government's cost estimates for the higher education sector were drastically 
understated, warning that resources would be diverted away from actual research security 
personnel toward administrative clerks managing registry compliance.    
 
The Canadian academic lobby advanced the following strict demands during the regulatory 
consultation phase: 
 
Exempting Academic Publications: They demanded an explicit statutory carve-out for academic 
research publications and scholarly dissemination. They argued that existing conflict-of-interest 
disclosures, affiliation transparency requirements under the Responsible Conduct of Research, 
and the newly implemented National Security Guidelines for Research Partnerships already 
provided sufficient transparency.    
 
Clarifying Institutional vs. Individual Liability: The U15 Group noted that it is "simply impossible 
for large research-intensive universities to track individual research collaborations across their 
institutions". They demanded a precise legal delineation between the liability of the university as 
an entity and the liability of the individual researcher, preventing institutions from being forced to 
proactively monitor the global communications and social media outputs of their entire faculty.    
 
As Senator Yuen Pau Woo noted during the parliamentary debates on Bill C-70, the theoretical 
scenarios provided by Public Safety Canada to justify the registry—such as a Canadian 
academic being asked by a foreign official to write an op-ed opposing federal 



policy—demonstrated a profound governmental misunderstanding of scholarly engagement. 
Senator Woo argued that this framing reduced academics to "servile dupes" devoid of agency, 
risking the severe stigmatization of legitimate cross-border intellectual exchange.    
 
Summary of Academic Lobbying Footprint and Exemption Outcomes 
The following table outlines the comparative lobbying strategies and the precise statutory 
outcomes achieved by the higher education sector in both jurisdictions. 
 
Jurisdiction​ Primary Lobbying Coalitions​ Core Arguments Deployed​ Achieved / Proposed 
Exemptions to Shield Academic Routing 
United Kingdom​  
Russell Group, Universities UK (UUK)  
 
Duplicative regulation (NSI Act, OfS); Protection of academic freedom; Severe bureaucratic 
burden. 
 
1. Exemption granted if the university retains complete discretion over research presentation. 
 
 
2. Routine reporting for foreign student scholarships exempt. 
 
 
3. UK public body multilateral arrangements exempt. 
 
Canada​  
U15 Group, Universities Canada  
 
The "Chilling effect" on global research; Extreme compliance costs (citing Australian FITS data). 
 
1. Pushing for absolute exemption for peer-reviewed publications and scholarly dissemination. 
 
 
2. Demand for statutory clarification separating institutional liability from individual researcher 
liability. 
 
   
Civil Society and the Philanthropic Shield 
While the higher education sector focused its immense lobbying power on protecting research 
funding and institutional autonomy, the domestic civil society and charity sectors engaged in an 
equally intense, parallel lobbying effort. Their objective was to shield cross-border philanthropic 
routing, international humanitarian advocacy, and global human rights campaigns from being 
reclassified as foreign agent activity. 
 



Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) rely intrinsically on complex, overlapping networks of 
international donors, foreign state grants, and multilateral agency funding. If classified as foreign 
agents under FIRS or FITAA, these charities risked severe reputational damage, the immediate 
loss of risk-averse banking services, and the alienation of domestic donors. This phenomenon 
of civil society suppression has been frequently observed globally when authoritarian regimes 
weaponize transparency laws—often explicitly modeled on FARA—to designate domestic 
human rights groups as "foreign agents," thereby choking off their funding and delegitimizing 
their advocacy.    
 
The Fight for Statutory Clarity in the UK 
In the UK, the charity sector—represented by umbrella organizations like Bond, the network for 
organizations working in international development—successfully lobbied the Home Office to 
ensure that FIRS focused strictly on the concept of explicit "direction" rather than mere financial 
association or ideological alignment.    
 
Through sustained engagement during the legislative consultation process, the sector secured 
highly nuanced and highly protective carve-outs, formalized in the Home Office’s Sector-Specific 
Guidance for Charities and Civil Society. This guidance established a vital statutory firewall that 
protects the mechanics of philanthropic routing:    
 
The Conditional Funding Threshold: The guidance clarifies that a UK charity is only required to 
register if it receives funding from a foreign power with specific conditions attached directing the 
charity to lobby the UK government. For example, if a foreign Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
provides funds specifically to lobby the UK Foreign Secretary to increase disaster relief in their 
country, registration is triggered.    
 
The Core Funding Shield: Conversely, the sector secured a massive loophole for "core funding." 
If a foreign power provides regular donations or core operational support to a UK charity without 
setting explicit contractual conditions on how the funds are to be used, the charity is completely 
exempt from registration. This remains true even if the charity subsequently utilizes those 
general funds to mount a lobbying campaign targeting UK political parties on issues that 
perfectly align with the foreign power's geopolitical interests.    
 
The Intermediary Exemption: The guidance also details a critical exemption for indirect routing. 
If a foreign state funds a foreign-based NGO, which subsequently allocates a portion of that 
funding to a UK charity to conduct advocacy in London, the foreign NGO is required to register 
as the entity under state direction. However, the UK charity is entirely exempt because its direct 
legal arrangement is with a non-state entity, thereby breaking the chain of statutory liability 
under the Political Influence Tier.    
 
Furthermore, recognizing the severe risks to individuals operating in hostile environments, civil 
society groups successfully lobbied for a specific "exception to publication." Charities operating 
in sensitive geopolitical spaces can apply to have their FIRS registration data withheld from the 
public registry if publication would prejudice the prevention of crime or put an individual's 



physical safety "seriously at risk". This allows human rights organizations to comply with the 
letter of the law while shielding their identities and philanthropic networks from retaliatory foreign 
states.    
 
The Canadian Civil Society Pushback 
In Canada, the civil society lobbying effort was spearheaded by a broad coalition that included 
Imagine Canada, Cooperation Canada, the Canadian Bar Association, and the specially formed 
Canadian Coalition for a Foreign Influence Transparency Registry (FITR Coalition).    
 
The primary target of their lobbying was the inclusion of the phrase "in association with" in the 
text of Bill C-70. Civil liberties groups, particularly the Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(CCLA), warned the parliamentary committees that this terminology was dangerously vague. 
Unlike "direction," the term "association" does not require a subordinate or transactional 
relationship. The CCLA warned that a domestic charity could be forced to register simply for 
maintaining contact with a foreign entity and sharing a common policy goal, capturing a vast 
swath of innocent, independent civil society engagement.    
 
Senator Yuen Pau Woo actively championed the civil society cause, introducing amendments to 
strip the phrase "in association with" from the legislation. He warned the Senate that the phrase 
could indiscriminately ensnare parliamentarians, business associations, and cultural groups in 
criminal investigations related to political interference, simply for holding meetings with foreign 
officials.    
 
To construct a permanent shield for cross-border philanthropic routing, Imagine Canada and 
elite legal experts within the charity sector proposed a structural exemption during the regulatory 
consultation phase. They argued that organizations should be entirely exempted from FITAA 
compliance if they meet existing domestic tax and transparency requirements. Specifically, they 
proposed that a registered charity should be exempt if it: 
 
Is a registered charity in good standing under the Canadian Income Tax Act. 
 
Complies fully with the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) guidelines concerning public policy 
dialogue and development activities (PPDDAs). 
 
Accurately completes its T3010 annual information returns, explicitly reporting the receipt of any 
funds from foreign sources. 
 
Does not provide misinformation or disinformation to the public.    
 
This lobbying strategy is highly sophisticated and structurally ingenious. By positioning the 
existing domestic tax code (the CRA T3010 return) as a sufficient mechanism for national 
security transparency, the charity sector effectively argued that domestic tax-exempt status 
should serve as an absolute shield against foreign influence categorization. This ensures that 



the CRA, rather than a national security apparatus or the new Foreign Influence Transparency 
Commissioner, remains the primary regulator of civil society.    
 
Case Study: The Asymmetry of Transparency and Philanthropic Routing 
The fierce, highly technical lobbying by civil society and academia to secure these exemptions 
is not merely a theoretical exercise in protecting abstract civil liberties; it is a structural necessity 
for maintaining the modern mechanics of cross-border philanthropic routing. To fully understand 
why these exemptions are so fiercely defended, one must examine how domestic tax-exempt 
structures are currently utilized in practice to route ideological funding while simultaneously 
avoiding the stigma of foreign influence. 
 
A revealing and highly pertinent case study lies in the geopolitical ecosystem surrounding the 
Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM), the Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and 
Policy (ISGAP), and their domestic funding vehicles, such as the Vine & Fig Tree Fund. This 
network perfectly illustrates the strategic asymmetry of modern transparency laws: organizations 
that utilize domestic exemptions to shield their own cross-border routing are simultaneously the 
most aggressive lobbyists for stricter foreign influence registries when targeting their geopolitical 
adversaries. 
 
The Vine & Fig Tree and CAM Routing Ecosystem 
The Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM) operates as a highly influential global coalition, 
engaging over 700 partner organizations to influence policy, combat hate speech, and align 
international political leaders—routinely hosting high-profile events such as the Mayors Summit 
Against Antisemitism. While operating on a transnational scale and influencing public policy 
across multiple continents, CAM's operational funding mechanisms are deeply embedded in 
opaque domestic US tax-exempt structures. CAM is officially run by the Combat Hate 
Foundation, a US-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit, heavily backed by philanthropic capital from 
domestic donors.    
 
A critical node in this routing network is the "Vine & Fig Tree Fund Inc." (and its associated 
operational arm, the "Vine & Fig Tree Institute I"). Established as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt entity 
in New York, the Vine & Fig Tree Fund operates explicitly as a philanthropic grantmaking 
organization. Financial disclosures from recent filings indicate it reported an annual revenue of 
$851,000 and subsequently made a massive, single $850,000 grant specifically earmarked as 
"Support for Programs Combating Antisemitism and Hate". Meanwhile, the Vine & Fig Tree 
Institute I reported significantly higher revenues of $3,001,041 in 2024, funding educational and 
technological initiatives to counter hate online and offline.    
 
By utilizing domestic 501(c)(3) organizations as pass-through entities, vast sums of ideological 
and philanthropic capital can be aggregated, anonymized, and routed to operational advocacy 
arms like CAM or ISGAP. Under standard foreign influence laws (like the US FARA, the UK's 
FIRS, or Canada's FITAA), receiving funds from a domestic 501(c)(3) charity like the Vine & Fig 
Tree Fund does not trigger registration. The immediate principal providing the funding is a 
domestic civil society organization, not a foreign power.    



 
This is the exact statutory mechanism that the UK and Canadian civil society lobbies fought so 
viciously to protect: the "Intermediary Exemption" and the reliance on domestic tax codes (like 
the T3010 or 501c3 status) as a shield. As long as the funds flow through a compliant domestic 
charity without explicit, legally binding "direction" from a foreign state actor, the ultimate 
advocacy and political lobbying work is entirely shielded from the foreign influence registry.    
 
The Weaponization of Transparency Against Adversaries 
The strategic brilliance of this arrangement becomes fully apparent when observing the external 
lobbying footprint of the organizations that utilize these very shields. 
 
Both the Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM) and the Institute for the Study of Global 
Antisemitism and Policy (ISGAP)—groups deeply embedded in this exact type of philanthropic 
network—are at the absolute forefront of lobbying for stricter foreign influence transparency 
laws, specifically targeting the higher education sector and their ideological adversaries. 
 
ISGAP's highly publicized "Follow the Money" project has been instrumental in exposing billions 
of dollars in unreported foreign donations flowing into US universities. They have specifically 
targeted funding originating from the State of Qatar and the Qatar Foundation International. 
ISGAP forcefully argues that this Qatari funding is a vector for malign foreign influence that fuels 
anti-democratic values and antisemitism on university campuses. Their research has directly led 
to federal investigations into elite institutions, such as Yale University, for failing to report foreign 
contracts under Section 117 of the Higher Education Act.    
 
Building on ISGAP's research, CAM and a coalition of 26 allied organizations aggressively 
lobbied the US Congress to pass the DETERRENT Act (Defending Education Transparency 
and Ending Rogue Regimes Engaging in Nefarious Transactions). This legislation aims to 
drastically lower the reporting threshold for foreign gifts to universities, closing loopholes and 
ensuring that foreign influence in American academia is strictly monitored and publicly exposed. 
In their lobbying materials, these groups argue that existing safeguards are vastly insufficient to 
combat foreign-funded entities meddling in domestic education.    
 
The resulting geopolitical dynamic is a masterclass in legislative strategy and the weaponization 
of transparency: 
 
Offensive Lobbying: Groups like CAM and ISGAP actively lobby to strip universities of their 
reporting exemptions, forcing the mandatory public disclosure of philanthropic routing that 
originates from geopolitical adversaries (e.g., Qatar).    
 
Defensive Shielding: Simultaneously, because these advocacy groups operate under the 
protective umbrella of domestic civil society exemptions (utilizing 501(c)(3) entities like the Vine 
& Fig Tree Fund), their own funding sources—which critics and investigative journalists 
occasionally allege have structural ties to foreign state interests, such as the Israeli Ministry of 



Foreign Affairs—are completely immunized from the very transparency paradigms they seek to 
impose on others.    
 
This stark asymmetry highlights exactly why the Canadian and UK debates over academic and 
civil society exemptions were so intensely contested. The legal definition of a "foreign agent" 
determines who controls the political narrative. By successfully drafting statutory exemptions for 
"academic discretion" and "domestic charity compliance," elite lobbying groups ensure that 
Western philanthropic and research routing remains classified as legitimate, protected civil 
society activity, while rival funding networks can be targeted, registered, and delegitimized as 
malign foreign influence.    
 
Table: The Duality of Philanthropic Routing and Transparency Lobbying 
Sector / Entity Profile​ Defensive Structure (Routing Mechanism)​ Offensive Lobbying 
(Transparency Weaponization)​ Impact on Legislative Architecture 
Academic Sector (Russell Group, U15)  
 
Utilizes "discretion" carve-outs and multilateral public body exemptions to shield foreign 
research grants from FIRS/FITAA. 
 
Resists duplicative reporting; argues foreign influence laws create a "chilling effect" on global 
science and talent acquisition. 
 
Successfully embeds statutory exemptions protecting peer-reviewed research, student 
reporting, and institutional autonomy. 
 
Civil Society (Imagine Canada, Bond)  
 
Relies on "Core Funding" shields and domestic tax-exempt status (CRA T3010) to mask the 
origins of pooled international donations. 
 
Argues that broad definitions like "in association with" threaten domestic civil liberties and 
international humanitarian aid. 
 
Forces regulators to distinguish between "conditional direction" and ideological alignment, 
securing safe harbors for NGOs. 
 
Advocacy Networks (CAM, ISGAP, Vine & Fig Tree)  
 
Utilizes domestic 501(c)(3) entities (e.g., Vine & Fig Tree) as pass-through funders to shield 
ideological capital from foreign agent definitions. 
 
Aggressively lobbies for the DETERRENT Act to expose Qatari funding to universities; 
weaponizes transparency against ideological adversaries. 
 



Demonstrates how domestic tax exemptions are exploited to maintain operational secrecy while 
forcing public disclosure upon geopolitical rivals. 
 
   
Second and Third-Order Implications for Global Statecraft 
The successful drafting of academic and civil society exemptions into the FIRS and FITAA 
frameworks generates several profound second and third-order consequences for the future of 
global public policy, international law, and covert statecraft. The architecture of these laws will 
fundamentally alter how influence is bought, sold, and routed in the 21st century. 
 
1. The Creation of a Tiered Civil Society 
By intertwining foreign influence exemptions with domestic tax compliance (such as the UK 
Charity Commission rules or the Canadian CRA T3010 filings), governments are inadvertently 
creating a tiered, bifurcated civil society. Large, well-resourced institutions—such as the U15 
universities, the Russell Group, or massive international NGOs—possess the sophisticated legal 
and administrative infrastructure required to structure their cross-border funding as 
"unconditional core funding." They possess the bureaucratic weight to ensure they legally retain 
"complete discretion" over research outputs, keeping them permanently exempt from the 
registry.    
 
Conversely, smaller diaspora groups, grassroots organizations, or marginalized community 
advocates lacking elite legal counsel may easily stumble into statutory traps. A small community 
group might inadvertently act "in association with" a foreign official during a town hall meeting, 
triggering catastrophic reporting requirements, administrative monetary penalties, or criminal 
liability. As Universities Canada pointed out regarding the Australian model, compliance 
platforms can cost millions of dollars—a financial barrier that fundamentally biases the 
transparency regime against smaller actors, chilling grassroots internationalism while elite 
routing continues unimpeded.    
 
2. The Evolution of Strategic Obfuscation 
The explicit exemptions granted for academic research and domestic charities provide a clear, 
legally sanctioned roadmap for hostile foreign powers seeking to exert influence legally. The era 
of a foreign intelligence service directly handing a briefcase of cash to a politician is obsolete. 
Furthermore, directly funding a public relations firm to lobby Parliament is now legally foolish, as 
it would instantly trigger the FIRS Political Influence Tier.    
 
Instead, a hostile or competitive foreign state can simply route "core funding" to an ideologically 
aligned domestic NGO or a 501(c)(3) equivalent, ensuring that no written conditions are 
attached to the grant. Alternatively, a state could fund a lucrative university research chair, 
provided the academic technically retains "discretion" over the final publication. The foreign 
state relies on shared ideological alignment and the unspoken expectation of future favor, rather 
than contractual direction, to achieve its policy goals. This entirely bypasses the foreign 
influence registry. Consequently, FIRS and FITAA will likely accelerate the shift of covert 



statecraft away from traditional espionage and lobbying, moving it entirely into the exploitation of 
Western civil society tax codes.    
 
3. The Global Weaponization of Transparency 
The aggressive lobbying by groups like ISGAP and CAM for the DETERRENT Act underscores 
a broader geopolitical trend: transparency is no longer merely a tool for democratic 
accountability; it has become a primary weapon of ideological and geopolitical warfare. By 
securing exemptions for their own philanthropic routing networks while simultaneously fighting 
to expose the routing of their adversaries, domestic lobbying groups contribute to a deeply 
fractured global paradigm.    
 
Authoritarian regimes closely monitor the legislative architecture of Western transparency laws. 
When Western nations deliberately exempt their own cross-border civil society funding 
mechanisms while fiercely targeting those of rival states, authoritarian governments use this 
hypocrisy to justify their own draconian "foreign agent" laws. Russia's 2012 Foreign Agent Law 
and similar legislation in Georgia and Nicaragua are routinely deployed to crush domestic 
dissent and block Western human rights funding. The intricate exemptions drafted into FIRS and 
FITAA, while politically necessary to protect domestic constituencies, provide the perfect legal 
cover for autocratic regimes to mirror the legislation in name, while stripping away the very 
exemptions that protect civil liberties.    
 
Strategic Synthesis 
The legislative evolution of the United Kingdom’s Foreign Influence Registration Scheme (FIRS) 
and Canada’s Foreign Influence Transparency and Accountability Act (FITAA) reveals the 
fundamental tension at the heart of modern national security policy: the desperate imperative to 
expose covert state threats without simultaneously dismantling the deeply interconnected 
networks of global academia and international philanthropy. 
 
An exhaustive analysis of the lobbying footprint demonstrates that the statutory architecture of 
these registries was profoundly shaped, and ultimately diluted, by elite domestic coalitions. The 
Russell Group, Universities UK, the U15 Group, and Universities Canada successfully mitigated 
the "chilling effect" on science diplomacy and global talent acquisition by carving out essential, 
highly specific statutory exemptions based on academic discretion, peer-reviewed publication, 
and institutional autonomy. Simultaneously, civil society groups—led by entities like Imagine 
Canada and Bond—established vital safe harbors by legally decoupling "ideological alignment" 
from "state direction," successfully utilizing domestic tax compliance frameworks as a hardened 
shield against foreign influence categorization.    
 
However, as the case study of the Combat Antisemitism Movement, ISGAP, and the Vine & Fig 
Tree Fund demonstrates, these carefully drafted exemptions double as sophisticated, 
state-of-the-art routing mechanisms. They allow domestic entities to aggregate and deploy 
cross-border ideological capital in absolute secrecy, even as those same entities lobby 
aggressively to weaponize transparency laws against their geopolitical rivals. Ultimately, the 
exemptions drafted into FIRS and FITAA succeed in protecting the vital freedoms and global 



connectivity of Western democracies, but they simultaneously guarantee that the most 
sophisticated forms of foreign influence will simply adapt, moving out of the realm of traditional 
lobbying and deeper into the opaque shadows of the domestic tax code.    
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The Algorithmic Policing of Geopolitical Discourse: Tracing the Lobbying Telemetry, Regulatory 
Access, and Trusted Flagger Infrastructure of the Combat Antisemitism Movement in the 
European Union 
The enforcement of the European Union’s Digital Services Act (DSA) has fundamentally 
restructured the governance of the global digital commons, shifting content moderation from a 
system of voluntary corporate policies to a legally binding co-regulatory framework. While the 
regulation was ostensibly designed to establish algorithmic accountability, systemic 
transparency, and user protections, its actual execution relies heavily on a decentralized 
network of state-aligned actors, non-governmental organizations, and private security entities 
designated as "Trusted Flaggers" under Article 22 of the Act. Through these designated 
structures, the European Commission and national media regulators have effectively outsourced 
the administrative policing of online speech.    
 
Prominent among the networks shaping this regulatory apparatus is the Combat Antisemitism 
Movement (CAM) and its specialized technical partners, including CyberWell and Fighting 
Online Antisemitism (FOA). By analyzing the lobbying telemetry, financial architectures, and 
institutional pipelines of these entities, this report traces how private advocacy networks have 



integrated the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of 
antisemitism into automated moderation pipelines. This coordinated campaign has successfully 
leveraged the 2025 integration of the "Code of Conduct+ on Countering Illegal Hate Speech 
Online" to mandate the algorithmic downranking and suppression of anti-Zionist and critical 
geopolitical speech under the legal rubric of DSA compliance.    
 
Lobbying Telemetry and Financial Architecture of the Combat Antisemitism Movement 
To evaluate the institutional leverage exercised by CAM within the European Union, its 
regulatory footprint must be examined through the telemetry of the EU Transparency Register 
and its historical lobbying expenditures. CAM was first registered on July 25, 2022, under 
registration ID 313306647241-59, classifying itself as a "non-commercial organisation". This 
classification allowed CAM to bypass detailed lobbying budget declarations under EU rules 
updated in late 2021. However, historical financial declarations from its active registration period 
reveal a highly concentrated capital structure heavily reliant on North American philanthropic 
networks and anonymous donor-advised funds.    
 
During its 2021 financial year, CAM declared a total global organizational budget of €2,060,000, 
which supported its primary lobbying target: the European Union Strategy on Combating 
Antisemitism and Fostering Jewish Life.    
 
Funding Source / Philanthropic Vehicle​ Declared Amount (€)​ Percentage of Annual Budget​
Contribution Type 
Beren Sea Foundation (On behalf of Anonymous)​ 1,500,000​ 72.8%​ Private Foundation 
Grant 
Schwab Charitable​ 175,000​ 8.5%​ Donor-Advised Fund 
Vanguard Charitable​ 140,000​ 6.8%​ Donor-Advised Fund 
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis​115,000​ 5.6%​ Regional Community 
Foundation 
Jewish Communal Fund of New York​80,000​3.9%​ Public Charity 
Jewish Community of Oporto​50,000​2.4%​ European Communal Contribution 
Source: EU Transparency Register Historical Archive / LobbyFacts     
 
This capital base funded a targeted advocacy presence in Brussels operated by 0.35 Full-Time 
Equivalent (FTE) personnel. Notably, despite targeting European Union policy and maintaining 
an "EU Office," CAM's registered legal address was located in a suburban commercial suite in 
Kansas, United States.    
 
The primary vector of high-level administrative access to the European Commission occurred on 
June 27, 2022, when CAM representatives secured a formal bilateral meeting in Brussels with 
Silvan Agius, a key Cabinet member of Helena Dalli, the European Commissioner for Equality. 
The meeting's explicit objective was to coordinate on the European Commission's anti-racism 
agenda and the implementation of the EU's antisemitism strategy. This high-level exchange took 
place precisely as the Commission was drafting operational guidelines for the DSA's online 



safety provisions and planning the expansion of its network of trusted flaggers to target online 
hate speech.    
 
Although CAM formally deregistered from the EU Transparency Register on July 26, 2023, its 
policy campaigns did not cease; rather, they transitioned to a decentralized execution model 
operating through localized representative bodies, state-level representatives, and specialized 
technological compliance partners.    
 
Institutional Pipelines: Margaritis Schinas and Katharina von Schnurbein 
The political integration of CAM’s policy objectives was facilitated by key institutional figures 
within the European Commission, most notably Margaritis Schinas, the Vice-President for 
Promoting our European Way of Life, and Katharina von Schnurbein, the European Commission 
Coordinator on Combating Antisemitism and Fostering Jewish Life. These offices acted as direct 
conduits, translating the policy demands of transnational Jewish advocacy groups into formal 
European Union regulatory initiatives.    
 
On November 9, 2021, Vice-President Schinas formally presented the EU Strategy on 
Combating Antisemitism and Fostering Jewish Life (2021-2030) to the Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs (LIBE) Committee of the European Parliament, framing the strategy as a core 
component of European security and values. To solidify international alignment, Schinas met 
directly with American Jewish Committee (AJC) CEO David Harris in New York on June 6, 2022, 
reinforcing their joint commitment to exporting this strategy to global tech platforms.    
 
Concurrently, Katharina von Schnurbein acted as the primary operational coordinator for these 
digital priorities. On November 10, 2021, von Schnurbein briefed the Executive Members of the 
European Jewish Congress (EJC) on the implementation details of the EU Strategy. During a 
subsequent Civil Society Forum breakout session dedicated to social media hate speech, von 
Schnurbein explicitly presented the Commission’s pledge to address online antisemitism 
through "strong legislation, a network of trusted flaggers to remove illegal hate speech and fact 
checkers".    
 
The resulting EU Strategy factsheet formally codified this commitment, pledging that the 
European Commission would "tackle antisemitism online by supporting the establishment of a 
Europe-wide network of trusted flaggers and Jewish organisations for the removal of illegal 
online hate speech". This policy target created the structural opening that allowed pro-Israel 
advocacy organizations to seek formal regulatory status under the DSA.    
 
The 2025 Code of Conduct+ and the Transition to Algorithmic Mandates 
On January 20, 2025, the European Commission formally integrated a revised "Code of 
Conduct+ on Countering Illegal Hate Speech Online" into the regulatory framework of the DSA. 
This integration marked a critical transition from the voluntary, self-regulatory notice-and-action 
regime first established in May 2016 to a legally enforceable compliance model.    
 
Phase / Integration Milestone​Key Participating Platforms​ Regulatory Framework / Status 



May 2016 (Inception)​ Facebook, Microsoft, Twitter, YouTube​  
Voluntary Code of Conduct  
 
2018 (Expansion)​ Instagram, Snapchat, Dailymotion​  
Voluntary Code of Conduct  
 
January 2019​ Jeuxvideo.com​  
Voluntary Code of Conduct  
 
2020 - 2021​ TikTok, LinkedIn​  
Voluntary Code of Conduct  
 
May - June 2022​ Rakuten Viber, Twitch​ 
Voluntary Code of Conduct  
 
January 20, 2025​ All Signatory Platforms​  
Integrated "Code of Conduct+" under DSA  
 
   
Source: European Commission Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers     
 
Under the voluntary framework, platforms demonstrated a steady decline in their voluntary 
removal rates; the European Commission's seventh evaluation revealed that notifications 
reviewed within 24 hours dropped from 90.4% in 2020 to 64.4% in 2022. This decline was 
leveraged by CAM, the AJC, and the Coalition to Counter Online Antisemitism (CCOA) to argue 
that voluntary notice-and-action mechanisms were insufficient, pressuring regulators to utilize 
the enforcement mechanisms of the DSA to mandate systemic, algorithmic interventions.    
 
Following the conflict of October 7, 2023, the European Commission issued formal warning 
letters to Meta and X, threatening systemic fines of up to 6% of global annual revenue for 
non-compliance with DSA hate speech provisions. Under the pressure of these astronomical 
financial penalties, platforms surrendered significant moderation authority to state-sanctioned 
civil society partners.    
 
In a joint policy paper released in January 2025, the CCOA explicitly urged regulators and 
platforms to "strengthen civil society’s capacity to engage in trusted flagger activities under the 
DSA" and mandated the "downranking [of] 'grey area content'" to systematically mitigate harm 
before it reaches users. This policy effectively rebranded political speech criticizing Israel as 
"grey area" content, establishing an administrative pathway for its algorithmic suppression 
without requiring formal legal prohibition.    
 
Algorithmic Suppression and the Lexicon of Content Moderation 
The mechanical engine driving this algorithmic suppression is the universal adoption of the 
IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism. Through concerted global lobbying, CAM and its 



partners have successfully established the IHRA definition as the "gold standard" for identifying 
contemporary prejudice, securing over 1,200 adoptions by corporate, municipal, and state 
entities by the end of December 2023.    
 
In their direct engagements with tech companies, CAM, the AJC, and the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center have pressured platforms to adopt the IHRA definition fully, integrate it into automated 
content moderation algorithms, and train staff on its application. Under the grading rubric of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center, social media platforms are directly penalized in "transparency report 
cards" if they fail to reference and enforce the IHRA definition within their Terms of Service.    
 
To automate this standard, specialized "SafetyTech" organizations have developed closed, 
proprietary intelligence pipelines. This is exemplified by CyberWell, an independent non-profit 
that operates the first open database of online antisemitism. CyberWell's automated monitoring 
technology utilizes machine learning to continuously scrape major platforms (Meta, X, TikTok, 
and YouTube) in English and Arabic. The scraping engine relies on a specialized, proprietary 
dictionary and lexicon designed to flag keywords and narrative patterns that align with the 11 
examples of the IHRA definition—particularly those that conflate anti-Zionist political critique 
with anti-Jewish hate speech.    
 
Once flagged by the AI, the content undergoes human review by trained analysts before being 
reported directly to platform moderators via prioritized, high-level compliance channels. To 
expand its reach, CAM partnered with Fighting Online Antisemitism (FOA) to launch the 
crowdsourced "Report It" portal (reportit.combatantisemitism.org). FOA, which is a member of 
the International Network Against Cyber Hate (INACH) and operates a branch in France, 
partnered with "The Bright Initiative" to leverage automated web scraping tools, harvesting 
5,866,050 records of social media posts in 2023. The "Report It" portal displays active posts 
flagged by this pipeline, providing users with direct, prioritized reporting channels (such as 
YouTube's Trusted Flagger program and TikTok's Content Partnership Channel) to execute 
rapid, high-volume takedowns.    
 
This system has drawn significant domestic and international opposition due to its deliberate 
conflation of political speech with illegal hate speech. In the United States, legislative debates 
over Wisconsin Assembly Bill 446—which directed state entities to adopt the IHRA 
definition—saw intense pushback from civil liberties groups warning that the definition was 
"incredibly broad, an attack on the first amendment, does not differentiate between actual 
antisemitism and the legitimate criticism of Israel's genocide, and would be wielded to shut 
down debate".    
 
The domestic application of these standards was illustrated in a controversy at William Diamond 
Middle School in Lexington, Massachusetts. A lesson on antisemitism, utilizing materials from 
the Blue Square Alliance Against Hate (founded by New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft), 
presented public school students with a hypothetical scenario where a teenager posting the 
hashtag #FreePalestine under a classmate's photo of challah bread was categorized as an 



antisemitic incident. This application demonstrates how the conceptual framework promoted by 
CAM and its allies actively translates geopolitical slogans into actionable policy violations.    
 
Geopolitical Backchannels and Regulatory Access: The Irish Trusted Flagger Pathway 
Because the overwhelming majority of global digital media and social media 
corporations—including Meta, Google, TikTok, and X—maintain their European headquarters in 
Dublin, Ireland’s media regulator, Coimisiún na Meán (CnaM), acts as the primary supervisory 
authority for the entire European Union under the DSA. Consequently, securing "Trusted 
Flagger" status from CnaM under Article 22 grants an organization the legally mandated right to 
submit fast-tracked notifications that platforms across the entire EU must prioritize and process 
"without undue delay".    
 
In June 2026, investigative disclosures published by the Irish independent outlet The Ditch 
revealed that the Jewish Representative Council of Ireland (JRCI) secured this status through 
highly sensitive, non-public geopolitical backchannels. The investigation revealed that an 
ex-Israeli intelligence officer visited the Dublin headquarters of Coimisiún na Meán and met with 
Jennifer Carroll MacNeill, a prominent Irish government minister, to discuss a potential advisory 
or operational role at the media regulator.    
 
During these meetings, the ex-spy and JRCI representatives explicitly discussed the JRCI's 
pending application for Trusted Flagger status. Representatives emphasized that through 
Coimisiún na Meán, Ireland was functionally "responsible for policing, throughout Europe, all the 
major digital media companies" headquartered there, lobbying the regulator to grant them 
formal enforcement authority.    
 
Following this coordinated intervention, on June 25, 2026, Digital Services Commissioner John 
Evans officially announced the designation of three new Trusted Flaggers under the DSA, 
formally granting the JRCI the legal power to police "illegal antisemitic material".    
 
Designated Trusted Flagger Organization​ Date of Grant​ Expiration Date​ Designated 
Scope of Expertise 
Central Bank of Ireland (CBI)​April 2, 2025​ April 2, 2028​  
Financial fraud, unauthorized financial services  
 
Irish Music Rights Organisation (IMRO)​ May 28, 2026​ May 28, 2029​  
Intellectual property and copyright infringement  
 
Irish Internet Hotline (IIH)​ June 11, 2026​June 11, 2029​ 
CSAM, non-consensual images, racism, xenophobia  
 
Jewish Representative Council of Ireland (JRCI)​ June 11, 2026​June 11, 2029​ 
Illegal antisemitic material  
 
   



Source: Coimisiún na Meán Official Registry of Accredited Trusted Flaggers     
 
To qualify for this status under Article 22, CnaM verified that the JRCI met the three baseline 
statutory conditions: possessing specialized expertise in detecting illegal content, maintaining 
complete independence from online platform providers, and demonstrating a commitment to 
submitting reports diligently, accurately, and objectively.    
 
Although the chair of the JRCI, Maurice Cohen, publicly insisted that "only antisemitic content 
that is understood to contravene either Irish or European law, nothing else, will be flagged to the 
social media companies," the designation drew immediate structural criticism. Because the 
JRCI’s training, analytical models, and institutional partnerships are heavily integrated with the 
IHRA definition and CAM's geopolitical framework, the designation effectively delegated the 
administrative filtering of European online political discourse to a private, highly partisan interest 
group.    
 
Systemic Friction and National Sovereignty: The Polish Veto 
The systematic delegation of content-policing authority to ideological, state-aligned, and 
foreign-funded NGOs under the DSA has generated profound constitutional and political friction 
across several EU member states. This tension escalated following the European Commission's 
publication of its official Trusted Flagger registry in late December 2025. Conservative 
commentators and legal scholars sharply criticized the political composition of the list, pointing 
out that the vast majority of the designated entities—such as HateAid in Germany and UNIA in 
Belgium—exhibited a distinctly progressive, left-wing, or liberal ideological bias.    
 
On December 28, 2025, former Polish Member of the European Parliament Jacek 
Saryusz-Wolski publicly denounced the registry, describing it as "Censorship 'Breton-style'" 
(referring to Thierry Breton, the chief architect of the DSA). Saryusz-Wolski warned that these 
trusted flaggers were demanding millions of content removals under the highly subjective and 
legally undefined pretexts of "hate" and "disinformation," resulting in the "global industrialization 
of hateful and arbitrary censorship by the EU" targeting any opinion dissenting from the 
progressive mainstream.    
 
This regulatory overreach culminated in a major constitutional crisis in Poland. On January 9, 
2026, the President of Poland, Karol Nawrocki, exercised his executive authority to veto the 
national bill designed to align Poland's domestic legal framework with the EU's Digital Services 
Act.    
 
The president's veto, which heavily incorporated legal briefs developed by the Ordo Iuris 
Institute for Legal Culture, was established on three precise constitutional and regulatory 
grounds :    
 
Overregulation and Legislative Riders: The Polish government, led by Donald Tusk, had 
introduced "legislative riders" that went far beyond the mandatory requirements of the EU 
regulation, expanding state administrative control over online speech.    



 
Administrative Bypassing of Courts: The bill empowered a government administrative 
authority—the President of the Office of Electronic Communications—to block "illegal content" 
posted by ordinary users through an expedited administrative procedure. This mechanism 
violated Article 54 (freedom of expression) and Article 45 (the right to a court) of the Polish 
Constitution, as content would be blocked first, with judicial review occurring only after the fact, 
reducing civil courts to administrative rubber stamps.    
 
State-Funded Censorship Pipelines: The President strongly objected to provisions that allowed 
designated Trusted Flaggers to receive direct financial grants from the state budget to fund their 
online monitoring and flagging operations. This funding model would have effectively 
institutionalized state-sponsored political censorship, paying private ideological organizations to 
purge dissenting viewpoints from the digital sphere.    
 
Conclusion: The Structural Outlook for Digital Sovereignty and Free Expression 
The lobbying campaigns orchestrated by the Combat Antisemitism Movement, CyberWell, and 
the Jewish Representative Council of Ireland demonstrate a highly sophisticated understanding 
of the modern administrative state. Rather than engaging in public legislative debates, these 
organizations have successfully operated within the obscure corridors of the European 
Commission and national regulatory offices, leveraging the systemic liabilities of the Digital 
Services Act to secure unprecedented content-policing authority.    
 
By integrating private, intelligence-adjacent databases and proprietary lexicons with 
state-sanctioned Trusted Flagger statuses, these networks have successfully bypassed 
traditional democratic and judicial safeguards. As platforms face massive systemic fines under 
the DSA, they are increasingly incentivized to automate their moderation pipelines using these 
pre-packaged, IHRA-aligned dictionaries. The resulting infrastructure does not merely remove 
illegal content; it algorithmically downranks and suppresses critical geopolitical speech, 
transforming the European digital public sphere into a managed information environment where 
systemic dissent is quietly and automatically contained.    
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The Architecture of Influence: An Audit of Transnational Political Finance, Subsidized Travel, 
and Executive Capture in the UK and US 
Introduction to the Privatization of Statecraft 
The architecture of modern transnational statecraft has undergone a profound structural 
transformation over the last several decades, migrating steadily away from traditional, 
transparent bilateral diplomatic channels and toward privatized, public-private influence 
networks. At the core of this transformation is the strategic deployment of subsidized 
international travel, a mechanism utilized by opaquely funded domestic proxy organizations to 
secure geopolitical policy alignment among political elites. This report conducts an exhaustive 
forensic audit of the financial ledgers, corporate structures, and trip disclosures of the 
Conservative Friends of Israel (CFI) and Labour Friends of Israel (LFI) within the United 
Kingdom. 
 
By auditing the vast scope of these subsidized travel logs—which include an estimated 155 trips 
funded by CFI valued at over £367,000 in the last decade alone—and evaluating the reported 
80% affiliation rate among Conservative Members of Parliament (MPs), a clear, undeniable 
pattern of executive capture emerges. This analysis maps the direct correlation between an 
MP's participation in these international "solidarity missions" and their subsequent elevation to 
front-bench cabinet positions, demonstrating that such travel operates as an unofficial 
prerequisite for executive power.    
 
Furthermore, to understand the global scale and modular nature of this operational doctrine, this 
report compares the UK framework to United States-based political travel mechanisms. 
Specifically, it analyzes the American Israel Education Foundation (AIEF)—a corporate affiliate 
of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)—and the Christian-aligned Passages 
program. Through this comparative lens, the analysis demonstrates how domestic transparency 
laws, such as the UK Lobbying Act 2014 and the US Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), 
are systematically circumvented by highly coordinated networks of "intermediated agency". 
Ultimately, this report reveals how foreign state strategy is executed through domestic non-profit 
and corporate entities to foster elite networking, suppress legislative dissent, and ensure that 
domestic foreign policy remains immutably tethered to the strategic objectives of a foreign 
principal.    
 
The Regulatory Environment and Statutory Arbitrage in the UK 



To fully comprehend how organizations like CFI and LFI operate with such pervasive influence 
yet minimal financial transparency, it is necessary to first examine the statutory frameworks 
governing parliamentary disclosures and lobbying in the United Kingdom, and critically, how 
these frameworks are systematically bypassed. The foundation of this systemic opacity lies in 
the exploitation of disclosure thresholds and corporate registration rules. 
 
The Register of Members' Financial Interests 
The primary mechanism for parliamentary transparency in the UK House of Commons is the 
Register of Members' Financial Interests. MPs are legally mandated to declare employment, 
earnings, donations, and gifts to prevent undisclosed conflicts of interest and maintain public 
trust. Category 4 of the Register specifically governs "Visits outside the UK."    
 
Under Category 4, MPs must register any travel, accommodation, and hospitality with a value 
exceeding £300 if the costs are not wholly borne by the Member or by UK public funds. 
Furthermore, MPs are required to register multiple visits funded by the same source if the 
cumulative value exceeds the £300 threshold within a single calendar year. While these 
disclosures capture the immediate, direct source of the funding (e.g., listing "Conservative 
Friends of Israel Ltd" as the donor), they suffer from a critical structural deficiency: the Register 
does not require the declaring MP to identify the ultimate beneficial owner (UBO) or the original 
individual donor who capitalized the immediate funding vehicle.    
 
Disclosure Category​ Regulatory Description​ Financial Threshold​ Systemic Regulatory 
Weakness 
Category 2: Donations​ Financial support for MP activities, campaigns, and staff.​ Over 
£1,500 from a single source in a calendar year.​ Completely obscures pooled funds routed 
through private companies, unions, or domestic proxy networks. 
Category 3: Gifts & Hospitality​ Gifts, benefits, and hospitality received from UK sources.​
Over £300 from a single source in a calendar year.​ Seldom captures the strategic intent of 
ongoing hospitality networks or off-the-books meetings. 
Category 4: Visits Outside the UK​ Flights, accommodation, and meals for foreign travel.​
Over £300 (individual or cumulative from one source).​ Identifies only the intermediary 
sponsor (e.g., LFI/CFI), effectively shielding the ultimate sovereign or billionaire funding source 
from public scrutiny. 
The Lobbying Act 2014 and Corporate Obfuscation 
The Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Act 
2014 (commonly known as the Lobbying Act) established the Register of Consultant Lobbyists. 
However, this legislation contains gaping loopholes that permit vast swathes of foreign and 
domestic influence operations to occur entirely off the books. The Act primarily targets 
third-party consultant lobbyists, effectively exempting "in-house" lobbyists, domestic charities, 
and private companies advocating on their own behalf.    
 
Within this highly permissive regulatory environment, parliamentary influence groups utilize 
advanced corporate obfuscation to shield their financial ledgers. Both the Conservative Friends 



of Israel and the Labour Friends of Israel operate not as standard political action committees or 
fully transparent charities, but as private companies limited by guarantee without share capital.    
 
Organization​ Corporate Entity Name​ Companies House Registration​ Incorporation 
Date​ Filing Status 
CFI​ Conservative Friends of Israel Limited​ 08114952​ 21 June 2012​ Total 
exemption full accounts 
LFI​ Labour Friends of Israel Ltd​ 09562237​ 27 April 2015​ Total exemption full accounts 
By structuring themselves as private companies limited by guarantee, these organizations are 
legally permitted under UK corporate law to file "total exemption full accounts" or micro-entity 
accounts with Companies House. These truncated financial filings provide only highly 
aggregated totals of net assets and reserves, completely omitting itemized breakdowns of 
income sources, individual donors, or foreign state contributions. Consequently, while the MP 
declares the trip in the parliamentary register to fulfill their individual compliance obligations, the 
public and regulatory bodies remain entirely blind to the ultimate financiers of the private 
company facilitating the travel. This creates a legal black box where foreign policy alignment is 
purchased through domestic corporate shells.    
 
Conservative Friends of Israel (CFI): The Infrastructure of Elite Capture 
The Conservative Friends of Israel (CFI) represents one of the most entrenched, well-funded, 
and highly coordinated influence nodes in Western European politics. Founded in 1974 by 
Michael Fidler, a Conservative MP for Bury and Radcliffe, the organization has grown into a 
dominant force within Westminster. Described by former Conservative politician Robert Rhodes 
James as "the largest organisation in Western Europe dedicated to the cause of the people of 
Israel," and by veteran journalist Peter Oborne as "by far Britain's most powerful pro-Israel 
lobbying group," CFI’s primary operational doctrine is the mass mobilization of parliamentary 
sentiment through subsidized travel and exclusive elite networking.    
 
Exhaustive Audit of Subsidized Travel Logs 
An audit of the Register of Members' Financial Interests reveals the staggering, industrial scale 
of CFI's travel operations. Over the past decade, CFI has operated as the largest single donor 
of free overseas trips to British MPs, significantly outpacing any other political donor, domestic 
organization, or foreign government. Public records and investigative reporting indicate that CFI 
fully or partially funded at least 155 overseas trips for MPs since 2012, with an estimated 
cumulative value exceeding £367,000.    
 
When analyzing the broader scope of pro-Israel lobbying within the Conservative Party, the data 
is even more pronounced. Prior to recent electoral shifts, investigative audits demonstrated that 
126 out of 344 sitting Conservative MPs—more than one-third of the parliamentary party—had 
accepted funding, donations, or hospitality from pro-Israel lobby groups. Within this wider 
ecosystem, sitting Tory MPs visited Israel on 187 occasions, backed by over £430,000 in total 
lobby funding. CFI was responsible for the vast majority of this, independently funding 118 
sitting Tory MPs to travel to Israel on 160 separate occasions, providing over £330,000 towards 
these specific visits.    



 
A standard CFI-sponsored trip is valued between £2,000 and £4,500 per MP. This funding 
comprehensively covers premium air travel, high-end accommodation, internal transport, VIP 
airport transfers, specialized tour guides, and extensive hospitality. The logistical mechanics of 
this alignment are clearly visible in the declared filings of individual parliamentarians.    
 
Member of Parliament​ Funder / Sponsor​ Trip Dates​ Estimated Value​
Declared Purpose 
Gareth Bacon​CFI Ltd​ 12-17 Feb 2023​ £3,400​Fact finding political delegation 
Gareth Davies​CFI Ltd​ 12-17 Feb 2023​ £3,400​Fact finding political delegation 
Andrew Percy​CFI Ltd​ 12-17 Feb 2023​ £3,650​Meet Israeli/Palestinian politicians 
Robert Jenrick​CFI Ltd​ 3-5 Jan 2024​ £1,700​Fact finding political delegation 
Stephen Crabb​ CFI Ltd​ 3-7 Jan 2024​ £2,450​Fact finding political delegation 
Jack Rankin​ CFI Ltd​ 4-8 Jan 2026​ £4,530​Fact finding political delegation 
Data sourced from the Register of Members' Financial Interests.    
 
These delegations act as carefully curated geopolitical immersions rather than objective 
educational tours. The itineraries routinely feature high-level closed-door briefings with Israeli 
military officials, physical tours of the Iron Dome defense systems, and visits to advanced 
defense manufacturing hubs. Crucially, past CFI delegations have explicitly included tours of 
factories operated by Elbit Systems, Israel's largest arms manufacturer, bridging the gap 
between foreign policy alignment and military-industrial procurement.    
 
Following the events of October 7, 2023, the travel network accelerated its operations, pivoting 
from standard fact-finding to "special solidarity" missions. CFI led delegations involving senior 
MPs such as Stephen Crabb, Theresa Villiers, Robert Jenrick, Michael Ellis, Nicola Richards, 
and Greg Smith. During these deeply networked trips, British MPs were directly hosted by Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog, solidifying an elite, transnational diplomatic bond outside the purview of 
the UK Foreign Office.    
 
The 80% Affiliation Rate and Sovereign Capital Integration 
The true effectiveness of CFI's funding model is evidenced by its unparalleled penetration of the 
Conservative Party. By 2014, CFI publicly and proudly stated that 80% of all Conservative MPs 
were affiliated members of the group. This 80% affiliation rate represents a systemic, structural 
capture of a G7 governing party by an organization entirely dedicated to the geopolitical 
interests of a foreign state.    
 
This capture extends seamlessly from the backbenches directly into the executive leadership. 
High-ranking cabinet ministers and prime ministers, including David Cameron, William Hague, 
Oliver Dowden, James Cleverly, and Alex Chalk, have all accepted CFI funding, hospitality, or 
maintained deep affiliations with the group prior to or during their tenures in power. The financial 
pipeline is deeply embedded within the party's architecture; historical investigations and 
documentaries, such as Peter Oborne's Dispatches, have suggested that individuals linked to 
CFI have donated upwards of £10 million to the Conservative Party over the years.    



 
While CFI maintains strict corporate secrecy in the UK via its "limited by guarantee" status, 
forensic investigations have uncovered its historical and structural ties to parastatal Israeli 
entities. Declassified UK revealed that CFI has historically received funds from the Jewish 
Agency—a parastatal organization based in Jerusalem that operates as one of Israel's four 
"national institutions" predating the state's 1948 creation. Furthermore, at least 22 CFI-led visits 
for Tory MPs were directly and officially subsidized by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This 
demonstrates a seamless, uninterrupted integration between UK-based private corporate 
lobbying and foreign sovereign capital, effectively utilizing British politicians as proxy diplomats 
for a foreign power.    
 
The Priti Patel Scandal: A Case Study in Unofficial Statecraft 
The structural danger of this privatized, lobby-led diplomatic network was laid bare before the 
British public during the 2017 scandal involving then-International Development Secretary Priti 
Patel. In August 2017, while ostensibly on a private "family holiday" to Israel, Patel engaged in 
13 undisclosed, off-the-books meetings with senior Israeli politicians and officials. These 
meetings included highly sensitive talks with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Public 
Security Minister Gilad Erdan, and Israeli foreign ministry official Yuval Rotem.    
 
These meetings were not coordinated by the UK government, but were entirely orchestrated by 
Lord Stuart Polak, the honorary president of CFI and a veteran Westminster lobbyist. Lord Polak 
accompanied Patel to 12 of the 13 meetings. Crucially, Patel systematically bypassed traditional 
diplomatic protocols; the UK Foreign Office was not informed of the meetings, no British civil 
servants were present to record minutes, and no security or intelligence assessments were 
conducted.    
 
Following these covert meetings, Patel returned to Whitehall and attempted to directly alter UK 
foreign policy by lobbying to redirect the UK aid budget to help fund the Israeli army's 
humanitarian operations in the occupied Golan Heights—a territory the UK government officially 
recognizes as illegally occupied. While the incident ultimately forced Patel's resignation from the 
cabinet, it perfectly illuminates the lobby's operational mechanics: CFI acts as a shadow 
diplomatic corps, utilizing elite networking to bypass the formal civil service and interface British 
cabinet ministers directly with foreign state leadership.    
 
Labour Friends of Israel (LFI): Transcending Factional Lines 
While the Conservative Party has traditionally been viewed as the natural home for this specific 
lobbying network, the Labour Party is subject to a parallel, equally rigorous architecture of 
influence through the Labour Friends of Israel (LFI). Originally founded at the 1957 Labour Party 
Conference to act as a bridge linking the British Labour movement with Israel's Mapai party, LFI 
now operates as a sophisticated, opaquely funded Westminster lobby group.    
 
Audit of LFI Travel Logs and Financial Mechanics 
Similar to its Conservative counterpart, LFI relies heavily on the subsidized travel mechanism to 
socialize and align Labour MPs. Over the past decade, LFI has funded at least 62 trips to Israel 



for Labour MPs. Public records indicate that LFI has paid for at least 32 sitting Labour MPs to 
travel to the region since their election, contributing over £64,000 toward these visits. In many 
cases, these trips are explicitly co-sponsored by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which 
covers the localized costs of VIP airport transfers, fast-track security clearances, and internal 
hospitality.    
 
Recent declarations from 2023 and 2024 highlight the ongoing intensity and strategic focus of 
this travel pipeline. MPs such as Steve McCabe (former LFI Chair), Christian Wakeford, Sharon 
Hodgson, Matthew Patrick, and Mike Tapp registered LFI-funded flights, accommodation, and 
meals valued between £1,650 and £2,600 per trip.    
 
Member of Parliament​ Funder / Sponsor​ Trip Dates​ Estimated Value​
Declared Purpose 
Steve McCabe​ LFI​ 5-9 Feb 2023​ £2,300​Fact-finding visit 
Steve McCabe​ LFI​ 9-13 Jul 2023​ £1,950​Fact-finding visit 
Mike Tapp​ LFI​ 9-13 Jul 2023​ £1,950​Meeting with politicians/diplomats 
Sharon Hodgson​ LFI​ 3-7 Sep 2023​ £2,200​Fact-finding visit 
Christian Wakeford​ LFI​ 9-11 Jan 2024​£2,500​Fact-finding visit 
Christian Wakeford​ LFI​ 9-12 Mar 2024​£1,650​AIPAC Conference in Washington DC 
Matthew Patrick​ LFI​ 24-28 Mar 2024​ £2,400​Meeting with politicians/diplomats 
Data sourced from the Register of Members' Financial Interests.    
 
The travel logs reveal a deeply integrated transatlantic lobbying circuit. For example, Christian 
Wakeford and other MPs declared LFI-funded delegations to Washington D.C. to attend the 
AIPAC International Policy Conference, demonstrating that the UK lobby explicitly networks its 
politicians with the US lobby to foster a unified, global policy front.    
 
The Al Jazeera Investigations and the Masot Affair 
The highly covert relationship between LFI and the Israeli state was dramatically exposed in the 
2017 Al Jazeera undercover documentary series, The Lobby. The investigation centered on 
Shai Masot, a senior political officer at the Israeli embassy in London, who was secretly 
recorded detailing a coordinated, state-backed campaign to infiltrate British politics, smear 
pro-Palestinian politicians, and artificially manufacture "grassroots" support.    
 
Masot was recorded explicitly instructing undercover reporters on how to set up a youth wing of 
the Labour Friends of Israel to attract young voters, boasting that he had successfully initiated a 
similar youth offshoot for the CFI the previous year. Masot was also filmed plotting to "take 
down" Conservative MPs Alan Duncan and Crispin Blunt, both of whom had been critical of 
illegal Israeli settlements.    
 
Most damningly regarding LFI's financial independence, Masot was filmed in conversation with 
Joan Ryan, the former Labour MP and then-chair of LFI, discussing the availability of £1 million 
in funding from the Israeli embassy to support LFI's travel delegations and operational 
capabilities. In private conversations captured on film, LFI's parliamentary officer Michael Rubin 



explicitly admitted the true nature of their relationship: "We do work really closely together... It’s 
just publicly we just try to keep LFI as a separate identity to the [Israeli] embassy". This incident 
perfectly encapsulates the doctrine of intermediated agency: a foreign state utilizing a domestic 
private entity (LFI Ltd) to legally funnel capital and execute political strategy without triggering 
diplomatic scrutiny or hostile-state-actor legislation.    
 
The Sir Trevor Chinn Nexus and Shadow Cabinet Capture 
The financial architecture supporting the Labour Party's geopolitical alignment is significantly 
driven by a network of ultra-wealthy domestic proxies, most notably Sir Trevor Chinn. Chinn, a 
retired auto-industry magnate and multi-millionaire, is a veteran pro-Israel lobbyist who has 
historically funded both LFI and CFI, and played a leading role in the Britain Israel 
Communications and Research Centre (BICOM).    
 
Chinn's strategic capital deployment focuses heavily on executive grooming and leadership 
capture within the Labour Party. He donated £50,000 to Keir Starmer's 2020 Labour leadership 
campaign—a critical donation that was strategically withheld from public disclosure until after 
Starmer had successfully won the election. Furthermore, Chinn has systematically financed the 
core members of Keir Starmer's front bench.    
 
Subsidized Travel as a Prerequisite for Executive Power: The Cabinet Correlation 
The synthesis of CFI and LFI operations demonstrates that subsidized international travel is not 
merely an educational exercise or a benign perk of office; it is a highly structured mechanism for 
geopolitical policy alignment and a de facto prerequisite for ascending to elite executive 
positions within the British government. 
 
An exhaustive audit of the current Labour executive reveals the profound success of this 
financial targeting and travel socialization. Overall, 13 of the 25 members (over half) of Keir 
Starmer's cabinet have received donations from either LFI, Trevor Chinn, or other affiliated 
pro-Israel businessmen like Stuart Roden. The total value of these donations amounts to over 
£300,000. The roster of recipients includes the absolute highest echelons of the British 
government.    
 
UK Cabinet Member​ Executive Role​ Pro-Israel Funding / Alignment Mechanism 
Keir Starmer​ Prime Minister​£50,000 from Trevor Chinn (Leadership bid); frequent LFI keynote 
speaker. 
Angela Rayner​ Deputy Prime Minister​ Funded by Trevor Chinn. 
Rachel Reeves​ Chancellor of the Exchequer​ LFI Travel (£17,000+ total), Funded by 
Trevor Chinn; Former LFI Vice-Chair. 
David Lammy​ Foreign Secretary​ LFI Travel, Funded by Trevor Chinn; Off-the-books 
meetings with Chinn. 
Wes Streeting​Health Secretary​ LFI Travel, £15,000+ from Trevor Chinn. 
Yvette Cooper​Home Secretary​ Funded by Trevor Chinn. 
Pat McFadden​Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster​ Former LFI Vice-Chair; Key LFI 
supporter. 



Jonathan Reynolds​ Trade Secretary​ Former LFI Vice-Chair; Funded by Trevor Chinn. 
Peter Kyle​ Technology Secretary​Former LFI Vice-Chair. 
Lisa Nandy​ Culture Secretary​ Funded by Trevor Chinn (£80,000 office support from 
Stuart Roden). 
Data sourced from Declassified UK audits and Parliamentary Registers.    
 
The correlation between an MP's participation in these subsidized "solidarity missions" and their 
subsequent appointment to front-bench cabinet positions is unmistakable. By engaging MPs 
early in their careers—often initiating contact and funding travel when they are still Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs)—groups like CFI and LFI establish a baseline of ideological 
compliance long before the politician holds actual power. For example, prior to the 2019 general 
election, CFI brought a delegation of PPCs to Israel, seven of whom ultimately became sitting 
MPs.    
 
Once elected, these MPs are deeply integrated into the travel pipeline. As they ascend the 
parliamentary ranks, their voting records, public rhetoric, and committee actions are 
continuously monitored and molded by the lobbying apparatus. The travel itself serves as an 
elite networking forum, placing backbench MPs in direct, intimate contact with foreign heads of 
state, intelligence directors, and domestic billionaires. 
 
Consequently, an unwritten but strictly enforced political rule emerges within Westminster: vocal 
opposition to the foreign principal's strategic objectives virtually guarantees exclusion from 
front-bench promotion and invites targeted smear campaigns (as seen in the Masot affair with 
Alan Duncan and Crispin Blunt). Conversely, participation in the subsidized travel matrix acts as 
a geopolitical loyalty test that opens the door to cabinet appointments, massive campaign 
funding, and favorable media coverage.    
 
Under Starmer's leadership, the consequences of this capture are starkly visible. Despite 
immense grassroots pressure from the Labour base to adopt a harsher stance on Israeli military 
actions, Starmer's cabinet has maintained strict alignment with Israeli foreign policy, 
demonstrating that the structural financial leverage applied by Chinn and LFI effectively 
overrides domestic constituent demands.    
 
Transatlantic Parallels: US Frameworks and The Industrialization of Political Travel 
The mechanics of influence operating in Westminster are not isolated to the United Kingdom; 
they represent a modular, highly replicable template deployed across Western democracies. To 
fully evaluate how subsidized travel facilitates domestic geopolitical alignment, one must 
examine the United States, where the architecture of travel lobbying reaches its most 
industrialized, legally insulated, and financially massive form. 
 
AIPAC, AIEF, and the 501(c)(3) Gift Rule Loophole 
In the United States, the primary architect of political travel and foreign policy alignment is the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). However, because US congressional ethics 
rules—specifically the strict House and Senate Gift Rules—expressly prohibit lawmakers from 



accepting multiple-day travel junkets funded by registered lobbying organizations, AIPAC cannot 
legally fund congressional travel directly.    
 
To completely circumvent this statutory blockade, AIPAC utilizes a highly sophisticated 
corporate cutout: the American Israel Education Foundation (AIEF). Established in 1990, AIEF 
is registered with the IRS as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public charity. Despite operating from the 
exact same offices as AIPAC, sharing overlapping boards of directors, utilizing the same Chief 
Financial Officer, and historically relying on AIPAC to cover its staff salaries (to the tune of 
millions of dollars annually), AIEF is legally classified as an "educational" non-profit rather than a 
lobbying entity.    
 
This 501(c)(3) designation provides a gaping loophole in congressional ethics rules, allowing 
AIEF to operate as the largest single sponsor of congressional travel in the world. AIEF routinely 
spends tens of millions of dollars annually to facilitate this travel—with 2022-2023 IRS Form 990 
filings showing revenues of nearly $70 million and expenses exceeding $52 million.    
 
US Congressional Travel Metrics (AIEF)​ Financial and Logistical Scope 
Primary Corporate Vehicle​ American Israel Education Foundation (501c3) 
Regulatory Loophole​ Exemption from House/Senate Gift Rules for educational charities 
Target Demographic​ Freshman Members of Congress (House Republicans and Democrats) 
Estimated Cost Per Attendee​$10,000 to $25,000+ 
Peak Operational Window​ "August Recess" trips 
Scale Example (August 2025)​ $4.13 Million spent in one month; 63 concurrent trips to Tel 
Aviv 
Data sourced from AIEF filings and congressional travel databases.    
 
The cornerstone of AIEF's strategy is the "August Recess" trips. Every two years, AIEF brings 
vast delegations of freshman Republicans and Democrats to Israel on separate, highly 
orchestrated trips. In a single month (such as August 2025), AIEF will spend upwards of $4.1 
million flying dozens of representatives, spending between $18,000 and $25,000 per attendee. 
By aggressively targeting freshman members of Congress, AIEF ensures that newly elected 
lawmakers are immediately indoctrinated into the pro-Israel geopolitical consensus before they 
have the opportunity to develop independent foreign policy stances or alternative alliances. The 
result is a mirrored reflection of the UK model: synchronized foreign policy alignment achieved 
through extravagant, privately subsidized geopolitical tourism.    
 
Passages and Elite Ideological Grooming: Securing the Next Generation 
While AIEF targets currently elected officials, the long-term sustainability of the lobby requires 
grooming the future elite before they ever run for office. To secure the American conservative 
base, the network relies on Passages, an Illinois-based Christian educational non-profit that 
functions as the Christian equivalent of the Jewish "Birthright" program.    
 
Passages is strategically designed to connect young Christian college students with their faith 
roots while simultaneously establishing a lifelong political and ideological allegiance to the 



modern State of Israel. The financial model is highly subsidized: students pay a nominal fee of 
just $500 for a ten-day intensive trip to the Middle East. The vast remainder of the cost is 
underwritten by a syndicate of conservative mega-donors, including billionaire hedge fund 
manager Paul E. Singer (a major funder of the Republican Jewish Coalition and the Manhattan 
Institute) and Steve Green (CEO of Hobby Lobby and backer of the Museum of the Bible).    
 
The program is executed in close partnership with the Philos Project, a hawkish Christian Zionist 
advocacy group also heavily backed by Paul Singer. The strategic return on investment for 
Passages is explicitly political. According to Passages' executive director Scott Phillips, prior to 
taking the trip, only 20% of participating students are willing to "speak out for Israel." Upon 
returning from the heavily curated itinerary, their willingness to advocate politically for the foreign 
state more than doubles. By aiming to send up to 15,000 students a year, Passages operates 
as a mass-scale ideological grooming pipeline, ensuring that the next generation of American 
conservative leaders, pastors, and policymakers view foreign military support for Israel as an 
inextricable component of their religious and political identity.    
 
The "Glazer Framework", FARA Arbitrage, and Intermediated Agency 
The central legal threat to this transnational architecture in the United States is the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act (FARA), which requires individuals and entities operating under the 
direction or funding of a foreign government to register publicly as foreign agents. To avoid the 
profound stigma and onerous transparency requirements of FARA, the Israeli government relies 
on complex legal engineering to launder its state funds through American non-profits, a doctrine 
of intermediated agency.    
 
Leaked emails and legal memos originating from a hack of the Israeli Justice Ministry and the 
Ministry of Strategic Affairs from 2018 reveal a concerted, state-directed strategy to bypass 
FARA. Liat Glazer, then a legal adviser to the Ministry of Strategic Affairs, authored memos 
outlining a strategy to funnel Israeli government funds to third-party American non-profits. 
Glazer noted that while the non-profits would not be formally managed by Israel on paper, the 
Israeli government would maintain "means of supervision and management" through 
"grant-making" and "informal coordination mechanisms" like oral updates.    
 
This framework was operationalized through an Israeli "PR commando unit" initially known as 
Kela Shlomo, later rebranded as Concert, and eventually Voices of Israel. Concert was 
designed as a public-private partnership to distribute matching grants to US advocacy groups 
(such as Christians United for Israel) to fight the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement and shift public opinion on American college campuses. By utilizing the "Glazer 
Framework," foreign sovereign capital is seamlessly blended with private philanthropic 
donations, allowing the receiving entities to claim they are independent, domestic 501(c)(3) 
charities. This effectively immunizes them from FARA enforcement and preserves their ability to 
lobby domestically without foreign agent disclaimers.    
 
Lawfare and the Enforcement of Geopolitical Consensus 



Subsidized travel and elite campaign financing serve as the "carrot" to induce elite compliance; 
however, this architecture relies equally on the "stick" of domestic legal coercion—often termed 
"lawfare"—to suppress dissent, destroy the careers of critics, and maintain the strict boundaries 
of acceptable political discourse.    
 
In the UK, this coercive enforcement is spearheaded by organizations such as UK Lawyers for 
Israel (UKLFI). UKLFI leverages the legal expertise of its members to combat attempts to 
delegitimize or criticize Israeli state policy. Operating through a dual structure—a charitable trust 
that receives tax-deductible donations paired with a private limited company that executes 
aggressive litigation—these organizations target domestic institutions, charities, and public 
transit systems. For instance, UKLFI actively pressures entities like Transport for London (TfL) 
over political graffiti and pursues lengthy libel campaigns against human rights groups, such as 
the Defense for Children International Palestine (DCI-P).    
 
The lawfare doctrine operates by weaponizing domestic regulations against civil society. UKLFI 
and similar groups actively lobby municipalities and universities to adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism, a definition highly 
criticized for conflating criticism of the Israeli state with anti-Jewish prejudice. Once codified, this 
definition is used to trigger automatic financial, academic, and regulatory de-platforming of 
political opponents.    
 
Furthermore, these groups exploit counter-terrorism mandates, utilizing the UK's "Prevent" 
strategy and anti-terror funding laws to petition for the freezing of bank accounts belonging to 
pro-Palestine charities and civil society NGOs. This tactic mirrors the Israeli intelligence 
"Harpoon" doctrine, which focuses on the total financial destruction of adversaries. By 
maintaining a perpetual threat of protracted litigation and reputational destruction, the lawfare 
syndicate ensures that the pro-Israel policy alignment secured in parliament through CFI and 
LFI remains unchallenged in the broader public sphere.    
 
Strategic Conclusions 
An exhaustive audit of the structural, financial, and political mechanics of the Conservative 
Friends of Israel and Labour Friends of Israel reveals a highly sophisticated, modular 
architecture of transnational influence. By explicitly exploiting the regulatory gaps in the UK's 
Register of Members' Financial Interests and the Lobbying Act 2014, these organizations utilize 
the corporate veil of private companies limited by guarantee to channel vast sums of opaque 
capital into subsidized international travel. 
 
The scope of this travel—typified by CFI’s 155 trips valued at over £367,000, and the profound 
80% affiliation rate among Tory MPs—demonstrates unequivocally that these "fact-finding 
missions" are not benign educational excursions. Rather, they serve as the primary mechanism 
for domestic geopolitical policy alignment. The correlation between an MP's participation in 
these trips and their subsequent appointment to the front-bench cabinet is absolute. From David 
Cameron and Oliver Dowden on the right, to Keir Starmer, Rachel Reeves, and David Lammy 
on the left, the pathway to executive power in the UK is heavily gated by compliance with this 



specific foreign policy consensus, enforced by billionaire donors like Trevor Chinn and the 
parastatal coordination exposed by the Shai Masot affair. 
 
When mapped against the United States frameworks, the universality of this operational 
doctrine becomes undeniable. AIPAC’s utilization of the AIEF 501(c)(3) loophole to spend tens 
of millions on freshman congressional travel perfectly mirrors the UK model of statutory 
arbitrage. Similarly, the Passages program demonstrates how elite ideological grooming is 
funded by mega-donors to secure generational loyalty among the conservative base. Behind all 
of this operates the "Glazer Framework"—a deliberate, legally engineered strategy by foreign 
state ministries to funnel sovereign capital through domestic proxies, bypassing transparency 
laws like FARA and ensuring that true geopolitical leverage remains invisible to the electorate. 
 
Ultimately, the mass deployment of subsidized international travel, backed by the ever-present 
threat of domestic lawfare, represents the absolute privatization of diplomacy. It is a system 
wherein formal, multilateral statecraft is superseded by an opaque, public-private syndicate 
capable of capturing the executive leadership of G7 nations and subordinating their domestic 
foreign policy to the strategic imperatives of a foreign principal. 
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The Architecture of Elite Cohesion: Mapping the L'Chaim Society and Shabtai Networks Across 
Global Governance and Finance 
Introduction: The Mechanisms of Transnational Elite Formation 
The study of global elite formation and institutional power projection has traditionally focused on 
established, highly formalized mechanisms of socialization. Historically, the academic and 
geopolitical literature has concentrated on legacy university secret societies, specialized 
postgraduate fellowship programs, and heritage financial networks as the primary incubators of 
transatlantic power. However, an analysis of the past three decades reveals the emergence of a 
distinct, highly influential, and structurally novel paradigm of elite socialization. This model, 
pioneered by the Oxford University L’Chaim Society in 1988 and subsequently adapted, 
translated, and refined into the Shabtai society at Yale University in 1996, represents a 
revolutionary mechanism for cultivating transnational leadership networks.    



 
Unlike traditional clandestine organizations—such as Yale’s Skull & Bones, Sphinx, or Mace and 
Chain, which rely on strict secrecy and insularity to project exclusivity—these modern societies 
operate on a principle of highly visible, heavily curated inclusivity. By merging the rich 
ethno-religious intellectual traditions of Jewish theological and cultural debate with high-level 
political, diplomatic, and financial discourse, these organizations have created a unique 
sociological space: the elite intellectual salon.    
 
The structural genius of this blueprint lies in its intentional integration of highly ambitious, 
high-potential non-Jewish student leaders into its core operational and leadership frameworks. 
By leveraging the intimacies of the traditional Friday night Shabbat dinner as a networking 
mechanism, these societies have successfully mapped an expansive alumni network directly 
into the highest echelons of global power. Today, the architectural remnants of these university 
salons form a continuous thread of influence that winds through Whitehall, the United Kingdom 
Parliament, the United States Senate, international diplomatic corps, and the absolute upper 
tiers of global private equity, hedge funds, and venture capital.    
 
This exhaustive research report maps the precise architectural blueprint of the L'Chaim Society 
and its Yale successor, Shabtai. It traces the trajectory of their founding principles, the structural 
symbiosis they achieved with legacy academic institutions, and the exact pathways their alumni 
have taken to dominate key sectors of global governance and finance. Furthermore, this 
analysis explores the complex ideological, sociological, and geopolitical implications of these 
networks, examining their roles in modern pro-Israel advocacy, their delicate navigations of 
increasingly polarized campus sociopolitics, and their highly controversial engagements with 
extreme global figures. 
 
The Genesis of the Oxford L’Chaim Society: Engineering a Blueprint for Influence 
To understand the contemporary reach of this network, one must examine its origins in the 
highly stratified, tradition-bound environment of the University of Oxford. The foundational 
blueprint for this transnational network was established in 1988 by Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, a 
charismatic, twenty-one-year-old emissary trained by the Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidic sect in 
Crown Heights, Brooklyn, who was sent to Oxford to revitalize Jewish student life.    
 
Boteach arrived at an institution steeped in centuries of established tradition. The Jewish 
presence at Oxford possessed a deep, albeit complicated, historical footprint. The first records 
of an Oxford Jewish community, numbering fewer than 150 individuals, date back to 1141, 
roughly coinciding with the establishment of the university's cluster of 39 individual colleges. 
Because university statutes historically required scholars and teachers to be Christian, the early 
Jewish presence was primarily economic, representing clothing merchants, moneylenders, and 
landlords until historical incidents, such as a 1222 church deacon controversy, disrupted the 
community. In the modern era, Oxford hosted prominent Jewish figures, including British 
statesman and Member of Parliament Herbert Louis Viscount Samuel (the first High 
Commissioner of Palestine) and Walter Eytan, who hosted refugees in the 1940s before 
becoming the first director-general of the Israeli Foreign Office. However, by the late 1980s, 



Jewish student life at Oxford remained a relatively marginalized subset of the broader university 
ecosystem, often eclipsed by larger, more entrenched political and debating societies.    
 
Boteach’s strategic innovation was the creation of the Oxford University L’Chaim Society 
(L'Chaim translating to "To Life" in Hebrew). Rather than functioning solely as an insular 
religious enclave focused on theological preservation, the society was engineered to combine 
rigorous intellectual debate with religious celebration. Boteach recognized that in an 
environment like Oxford, proximity to power, celebrity, and high-level discourse was the ultimate 
currency. He effectively transformed the traditional Friday night Shabbat dinner into a premier 
networking and geopolitical salon, drawing massive crowds. Boteach himself viewed this 
exercise through a sociological lens, noting his desire to develop research tools as an 
ethnographer while escaping the "limitations set by institutional, politically correct ethnography".    
 
The society’s growth was unprecedented. At its peak, the L'Chaim Society expanded to become 
the second-largest student organization in the 800-year history of Oxford University, boasting a 
registered membership that included over 5,000 non-Jews. This explosive growth was not 
incidental; it was the direct result of a deliberate policy of radical, non-exclusive outreach 
targeting the university's most promising rising stars, regardless of their religious or ethnic 
backgrounds. By inviting world-famous politicians, intellectuals, and pop-culture celebrities to 
address the students, L'Chaim became a center of gravity for ambitious undergraduates.    
 
This aggressive, highly public strategy occasionally drew fierce criticism from within traditional 
British Jewish communal structures, which were unaccustomed to an ethno-religious 
organization prioritizing expansive secular integration and celebrity spectacle. Boteach’s 
personal brand—which involved modernizing traditional Jewish texts through provocative books 
such as Kosher Sex: A Recipe for Passion and Intimacy, The Jewish Guide to Adultery, and 
Moses of Oxford—further fueled this tension. His associations extended to the highest levels of 
global celebrity, including advising Michael Jackson (which resulted in The Michael Jackson 
Tapes) and forming unlikely alliances, such as an anti-pornography campaign alongside 
Baywatch star Pamela Anderson, which culminated in a highly publicized Wall Street Journal 
op-ed and Oxford Union addresses. Despite the communal friction, the L'Chaim model proved 
extraordinarily effective in building geopolitical capital and institutional mindshare among the 
global elite.    
 
Institutional Symbiosis: The Oxford Union Nexus 
The structural brilliance of the L'Chaim Society lay in its symbiotic relationship with existing, 
legacy power structures at Oxford, most notably the Oxford Union. The Oxford Union is globally 
recognized as one of the world's most prestigious student debating societies, serving as a 
historical training ground for British Prime Ministers and global heads of state. In the early 
1990s, the L'Chaim Society forged a powerful, highly tactical alliance with key leaders of the 
Oxford Union, cementing its status as an elite broker of ideas and influence.    
 
This alliance was operationalized through an aggressive schedule of joint programming. During 
a critical period, Edmond Lazarus served as President of the Oxford Union, while Jacob 



Rees-Mogg served as its Librarian (the structural equivalent of Vice President). Recognizing the 
mutual benefit of cross-pollinating their audiences, L'Chaim and the Union collaborated heavily. 
Together with Lazarus and Rees-Mogg, Boteach and the L'Chaim Society co-hosted an 
estimated twenty events in a single academic term. These included Friday night Shabbat 
dinners hosted at the Union, featuring strongly pro-Israel speakers.    
 
This high volume of joint programming was virtually unprecedented for an outside student 
organization and occasionally generated internal grumbling and political friction at the Union. 
Nevertheless, Lazarus and Rees-Mogg held firm against institutional resistance, establishing a 
record for events co-hosted with a Jewish organization that stands to this day.    
 
This structural overlap accomplished two critical strategic objectives for the L'Chaim blueprint. 
First, it legitimized the L'Chaim Society as a mainstream, elite intellectual forum rather than a 
niche, insular religious group. Second, it socialized the future leaders of British politics and 
global finance within a framework highly sympathetic to Jewish cultural values and Israeli 
geopolitical narratives. During this era, the L'Chaim Society commanded such widespread 
esteem that it was able to secure a standing ovation for Benjamin Netanyahu from an audience 
of nearly 1,000 largely hostile students following a speech at the Oxford Union—a testament to 
the organizational scaffolding and credibility provided by the society.    
 
The Non-Jewish President: The Cory Booker Archetype 
Perhaps the most defining, innovative feature of the L'Chaim Society’s overarching strategy was 
its willingness to elevate non-Jewish students to its absolute highest leadership positions. The 
archetype of this phenomenon, and the most successful product of this socialization model, is 
Cory Booker.    
 
Booker arrived at Oxford's Queen's College in 1993 as a Rhodes Scholar, having completed his 
undergraduate studies in political science and a Master of Arts in sociology at Stanford 
University, where he was also a standout tight end on the varsity football team and senior class 
president. Raised in a religious household by parents who were among the first Black 
executives at IBM, Booker regularly attended an African Methodist Episcopal Church in New 
Jersey. His integration into the L'Chaim Society began serendipitously during his first weeks at 
Oxford. Invited by a young woman to a Simchat Torah celebration at the campus Chabad 
House, Booker walked in expecting a standard social date. Instead, he found a room populated 
by bearded men wearing skullcaps. Disappointed and assuming he was in the wrong place, 
Booker turned to leave, mentally comparing the scenario to "a scene from Yentl". However, the 
rabbi's wife intervened, inviting him to join the celebration. Within minutes, Booker was deeply 
engaged in the discussion, and by the end of the evening, he and Rabbi Boteach were dancing 
with the Torah.    
 
This chance encounter initiated a profound theological and political relationship. Booker and 
Boteach engaged in thousands of hours of Torah study, exploring the shared historical traumas, 
civil rights struggles, and narratives of the Jewish and African-American peoples. The 
relationship was defined by a mutual commitment to universal values and the tactic of disarming 



political or ideological opponents through relentless engagement and love—a philosophy 
Booker frequently reminded Boteach of when the latter faced hostility from secular Jewish 
students or traditional rabbinical authorities who questioned the presence of a non-Jew at the 
head of a Jewish organization.    
 
By his second year, Boteach asked Booker to run for president of the society. Booker accepted, 
becoming the first non-Jew to lead the L'Chaim Society, which at that time had swelled to 5,000 
members. His tenure as president demonstrated the society's unique ability to transcend 
traditional ethno-religious boundaries, creating a lifelong, deeply ingrained allegiance to Jewish 
values and advocacy that Booker would later carry into the highest echelons of American 
politics. Booker's subsequent career became the ultimate proof-of-concept for the L'Chaim 
model: successfully socializing a highly talented, non-Jewish future leader into a deep, structural 
alliance with the Jewish community and pro-Israel advocacy.    
 
The Transatlantic Translation: From Chai Society to Shabtai at Yale 
The success of the L'Chaim Society blueprint did not remain confined to the historic colleges of 
Oxford. It was actively transported across the Atlantic to the United States, finding highly fertile 
ground in the American Ivy League, specifically at Yale University. 
 
In 1996, following the completion of his Rhodes Scholarship and honors degree in United States 
history at Oxford, Cory Booker matriculated at Yale Law School to pursue his Juris Doctor. 
Concurrently, Chabad Rabbi Shmully Hecht arrived at Yale University to expand Jewish 
outreach, having recently returned from Melbourne, Australia, where he received his rabbinical 
ordination.    
 
The translation of the Oxford model to Yale began through serendipitous academic networking. 
On his first day in New Haven, while being given a tour of Yale's Sterling Memorial Library by his 
cousin, Rabbi Binyomin Katz (a cataloguer of the Judaica Collection), Hecht was introduced to 
Oliver Benjamin Karp, a Ph.D. candidate in the History Department. The ensuing conversations 
between Hecht, Karp, and a small cadre of brilliant graduate and law students—including 
Michael Alexander, Noah Feldman, and Cory Booker—culminated in the formation of a new 
intellectual society.    
 
Founded in January 1997, the organization was originally named the Chai Society. Like 
L'Chaim, its explicit mission was to bring together Jewish and non-Jewish leaders on Yale's 
campus in an intellectual salon setting, deeply influenced by both secular and religious 
branches of Judaism. Initially, the Chai Society was a modest gathering of roughly five 
individuals hosting Sabbath dinners in local apartments, holding its first official meeting in 
Apartment 5Q of the Taft Building, directly across from Yale's Old Campus. The society later 
evolved under Hecht's leadership, operating for a time under the name Eliezer, where it was 
based in a well-appointed brownstone on Crown Street in New Haven, dedicating its first formal 
home in November 1998 with hundreds of students, faculty, and political leaders in attendance.    
 
Structural Evolution and the "Open House" Elite 



The society was systematically engineered to replicate the prestige of Yale's legacy institutions 
while subverting their methodology. Yale is famous for its clandestine senior societies, such as 
the Aurelian (1910), the Torch Honor Society (1916), and the infamous Skull & Bones or Scroll & 
Key. Shabtai positioned itself as an elite, exclusive membership organization boasting a diverse 
group of Yale students, alumni, and faculty, yet it vehemently rejected the clandestine secrecy of 
its peer organizations.    
 
As one journalist observed, Shabtai is "elite and exclusive, but unlike the infamous Skull & 
Bones... it is not clandestine". The prevailing ethos, as articulated by its benefactors, is an "open 
house" policy. This environment facilitates the exact kind of Friday night Shabbat table 
conversations that Boteach pioneered at Oxford, deliberately engineering proximity between the 
secular and sectarian, poor and rich, Muslim and Jew, student and scholar.    
 
The society's permanence at Yale was institutionally cemented in 2014 via a massive capital 
injection from the world of high finance and philanthropy. An Israeli businessman and 
philanthropist, Benny Shabtai, alongside his family, provided a gift exceeding $1.5 million to the 
organization. This capital facilitated the purchase of the John C. Anderson Mansion—a 
sprawling, late-nineteenth-century historic estate located in New Haven's Orange Street Historic 
District. Following this transformative donation, the society officially rebranded as Shabtai, 
cementing its status as a permanent, highly capitalized fixture of the Yale ecosystem.    
 
The Intellectual Salon and Geopolitical Cultivation 
The environment within the Anderson Mansion is highly curated to produce leaders adept at 
navigating complex geopolitical, diplomatic, and philosophical landscapes. The society functions 
as a premier pipeline between ambitious Ivy League students and established global power 
brokers. To combat the rising tide of anti-Israel sentiment and delegitimization on American 
college campuses, Shabtai has served as a quiet but incredibly potent advocate.    
 
Over kosher dinners, Shabtai guests engage in intense debates and lectures. The society has 
hosted the absolute upper echelons of Israeli political and judicial society, including former 
Supreme Court President Aharon Barak, former Prime Minister Ehud Barak, former National 
Security Advisor Yaakov Amidror, and former Finance Minister Yuval Steinitz. The society 
routinely hosts major American figures spanning politics, journalism, literature, and the arts, 
establishing a forum where future US policymakers interact intimately with established elites, 
effectively replicating the Oxford Union/L'Chaim dynamic on American soil.    
 
Mapping the Network: Alumni Trajectories and Global Influence 
The true efficacy of the L'Chaim and Shabtai blueprint is best evidenced by tracking the 
remarkable career trajectories of its alumni and core members. By mapping these individuals, a 
clear, unmistakable pattern of elite institutional capture emerges: the geopolitical socialization 
experienced at Oxford and Yale directly translates into immense, operational power within 
Whitehall, the United States Congress, international diplomatic missions, and the upper 
echelons of global private equity and venture capital. 
 



Table 1: Key Figures in the L'Chaim and Shabtai Networks 
Name​ Network Affiliation​ Academic Origin​ Highest Sector of Influence​ Key Roles & 
Achievements 
Cory Booker​ L'Chaim (President), Shabtai (Co-Founder)​ Oxford, Yale Law​ US Senate / 
Domestic Politics​  
US Senator (NJ), Mayor of Newark, 2020 Presidential Candidate. 
 
Ron Dermer​ L'Chaim (President)​ Oxford​Global Diplomacy​  
Israeli Minister of Strategic Affairs, Israeli Ambassador to the US. 
 
Jacob Rees-Mogg​ L'Chaim (Strategic Ally)​ Oxford​Whitehall / UK Parliament​  
Leader of the House of Commons, Conservative MP, Oxford Union Librarian. 
 
Edmond Lazarus​ L'Chaim (Strategic Ally)​ Oxford​Global Private Equity​  
Managing Partner (EMK Capital, Bregal), Oxford Union President. 
 
Josh Gottheimer​ L'Chaim (Leadership)​Oxford​US Congress​  
US Representative (NJ), Oxford Union Member. 
 
Vivek Ramaswamy​ Shabtai (Member/Backer)​ Yale Law​ US Politics / Finance​  
2024 Presidential Candidate, Founder (Roivant Sciences), Hedge Fund Alumnus. 
 
Noah Feldman​ L'Chaim (Member), Shabtai (Co-Founder)​ Oxford, Yale Law​
Academia / Law​  
Harvard Law Professor, Constitutional Scholar, Author. 
 
Eric Garcetti​ L'Chaim (Member)​ Oxford​Global Diplomacy​  
Mayor of Los Angeles, US Ambassador to India. 
 
Joshua Frydenberg​ L'Chaim (Member)​ Oxford​Australian Parliament​ 
Australian Politician, Treasurer of Australia. 
 
Moshe Sarfaty​Shabtai (President)​ Yale​ Venture Capital​  
Managing Partner (Aristagora VC, Krypton VC), Yale Squash Captain. 
 
Michael Benson​ L'Chaim (President)​ Oxford​Higher Education​  
President of Southern Utah University, American Mormon. 
 
Maurizio Giuliano​ L'Chaim (Member)​ Oxford​International Relations​  
British-Italian United Nations Official. 
 
   
The Whitehall and Parliamentary Nexus 



The Oxford origins of this network ensured that its earliest vectors of influence penetrated 
deeply into British politics and the broader administrative state of Whitehall. The tactical alliance 
formed with the Oxford Union yielded immediate dividends for the network's domestic UK 
footprint. 
 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, who orchestrated joint events with L'Chaim as an Oxford Union officer, went 
on to become a highly influential Conservative Member of Parliament and served at the pinnacle 
of British government as the Leader of the House of Commons. His early, intensive exposure to 
L'Chaim's pro-Israel and Jewish advocacy events formed a baseline of political socialization that 
intersected with his later career. When Rees-Mogg was accused of utilizing antisemitic tropes in 
2019 following comments regarding the political donations of George Soros—comments fiercely 
condemned by Labour peers like Lord Alf Dubs and MP David Lammy—Shmuley Boteach 
publicly and vehemently defended him. Citing their close history at Oxford and their record of 
co-hosting Jewish organizations, Boteach warned against the dilution of true antisemitism 
accusations for partisan political gain, illustrating the enduring nature of the protective network 
forged decades earlier.    
 
Beyond the United Kingdom, the L'Chaim network exported its socialized talent across the 
globe. Joshua Frydenberg, an active member of the society at Oxford, returned to the Southern 
Hemisphere to become a dominant force in the Australian Parliament, eventually rising to serve 
as the nation's Treasurer. Similarly, Michael Benson, an American Mormon who served as a 
president of the society, transitioned into a major career in higher education as the president of 
Southern Utah University, while Maurizio Giuliano parlayed his time in the society into a career 
as a British-Italian United Nations official.    
 
Global Diplomacy and the Israeli Strategic Apparatus 
Perhaps the most consequential diplomatic and geopolitical output of the L'Chaim network is 
Ron Dermer. An American-born student who served as President of the Oxford University 
L'Chaim Society, Dermer parlayed his academic networking into the absolute highest levels of 
Israeli statecraft and global diplomacy.    
 
Dermer’s political acumen was evident early on. While still at Oxford in 1995, he utilized his 
understanding of polling and strategy—skills honed during his tenure leading L'Chaim and 
working alongside figures like Frank Luntz in Washington, D.C.—to formulate the campaign 
strategy for Natan Sharansky’s Yisrael BaAliyah party. This resulted in a highly successful 1996 
Knesset election campaign. Dermer’s success in Israeli domestic politics brought him to the 
attention of Benjamin Netanyahu in 2000, initiating a multi-decade strategic alliance.    
 
Dermer subsequently became one of the most powerful diplomats in the Middle East. He served 
as the Israeli Ambassador to the United States from 2013 to 2021, a period encompassing 
highly volatile shifts in US-Israel relations. In 2022, he ascended to the role of Minister of 
Strategic Affairs, where he played a pivotal role in high-stakes hostage negotiations and the 
broader geopolitical strategy of the Israeli state. The ideological foundation, rhetorical skills, and 



leadership capabilities honed during his presidency of L'Chaim were directly transferred into the 
strategic architecture of the Israeli government.    
 
The US Senate and Domestic Policy Sphere 
The translation of the L'Chaim blueprint into the Shabtai society at Yale created an aggressive, 
highly efficient pipeline into American domestic politics, primarily through the Democratic party, 
though extending broadly across the political spectrum. 
 
Cory Booker represents the absolute apex of this domestic political pipeline. Transitioning from 
his barrier-breaking role as L'Chaim president at Oxford to Shabtai co-founder at Yale Law 
(where he also operated free legal clinics and served as a Big Brother), Booker established a 
uniquely powerful political brand. Following his graduation from Yale in 1997, he moved to a 
run-down housing project in Newark, New Jersey, rejecting the traditional path of corporate law. 
He launched a political career characterized by grand, highly visible gestures—such as a 
10-day hunger strike living in a tent to protest urban development issues—that propelled him to 
the Municipal Council, the Mayoralty of Newark, and subsequently, the United States Senate.    
 
Throughout his spectacular political rise, including a 2020 presidential campaign and delivering 
the longest speech in US Senate history in 2025, Booker maintained exceptionally deep ties to 
the Jewish community. He keeps a Jewish Bible on his Senate desk alongside a Christian Bible, 
the Qur'an, and the Bhagavad Gita, and he maintained a decades-long close personal 
friendship with Shmuley Boteach. This alliance, however, was severely tested during the Obama 
administration's Iran nuclear deal negotiations. Booker's decision to support the agreement 
caused a tragic, highly publicized rift with Boteach, who publicly invoked the warnings of Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel to criticize his former protégé. This fracture perfectly illustrates the 
complex, sometimes volatile intersection of global diplomacy and deeply personal elite 
networks.    
 
The network's influence in New Jersey politics also extends to the US House of Representatives 
via Josh Gottheimer. A Democratic Congressman, Gottheimer was active in Jewish causes 
during his graduate studies at Oxford, taking a leadership role in the L'Chaim Society. 
Gottheimer has frequently utilized his legislative platform to aggressively combat rising 
antisemitism on college campuses, drawing direct, explicit lines between his socialization at 
Oxford and his current legislative priorities in Washington.    
 
The network's domestic political reach is broadly bipartisan and geographically expansive. Eric 
Garcetti, a former member of L'Chaim at Oxford, ascended through California politics to become 
the Mayor of Los Angeles and later the US Ambassador to India. More recently, the Shabtai 
network produced Vivek Ramaswamy, a Yale Law graduate who became a highly active 
member of Shabtai, drawn specifically to its core tenet of rigorous, open intellectual debate. 
Ramaswamy leveraged his Yale connections and subsequent massive business success to 
mount a prominent campaign for the 2024 Republican Presidential nomination, firmly cementing 
Shabtai's footprint within the modern conservative populist movement.    
 



The Nexus of Power: Global Private Equity and High Finance 
The political and diplomatic achievements of the L'Chaim and Shabtai networks are inextricably 
linked to—and fundamentally subsidized by—a highly sophisticated scaffolding of high finance, 
particularly global private equity, hedge funds, and venture capital. The overlapping, symbiotic 
nature of these spheres means that political figures emerging from these societies are 
frequently backed by financial titans, while financiers within the network leverage their societal 
connections for geopolitical influence, philanthropic access, and reputational laundering. 
 
Table 2: The Financial Architecture and Benefactors 
Name​ Firm / Sector​ Role & Network Connection​ Financial Impact & Interventions 
Benny Shabtai​Raymond Weil (Founder, US)​Philanthropist, Shabtai Namesake​  
$1.5M to purchase Anderson Mansion for Yale Shabtai; FIDF fundraiser ($200M+). 
 
Bill Ackman​ Pershing Square Capital​ Hedge Fund Manager, Booker Backer​  
$1M to Newark Police Foundation; led Wall Street coalition backing Booker's mayoralty. 
 
Leon Cooperman​ Omega Advisors​ Hedge Fund Manager, Booker Backer​  
Funded Project GreenSpaces (15 ball fields in Newark) at Booker's urging. 
 
Edmond Lazarus​ EMK Capital, Bregal​ Managing Partner, L'Chaim Ally​  
Major allocator of global private equity; former Oxford Union President. 
 
Moshe Sarfaty​Aristagora VC, Krypton VC​ Managing Partner, Shabtai President​ 
Seed-stage technology investments; leverages Yale network for Asian market penetration. 
 
Vivek Ramaswamy​ Roivant Sciences, Amaranth​ Founder/CEO, Shabtai Backer​  
Leveraged hedge fund/Goldman Sachs background into multi-billion biotech firm; funded 
Shabtai. 
 
   
The Wall Street Scaffolding of Cory Booker 
Cory Booker’s political ascent in Newark—a city where one in four residents lived at or below 
the poverty level—and his subsequent election to the US Senate were heavily financed by the 
absolute elite echelons of Wall Street, underscoring the deep trust he cultivated among the 
financial class through networks forged at Oxford and Yale.    
 
Even during his initial, unsuccessful 2002 mayoral campaign against longtime incumbent 
Sharpe James, members of the massive private equity firm Bain Capital were among his largest 
financial contributors. This financial backing heavily influenced Booker's domestic political 
rhetoric and created friction with traditional Democratic labor bases. Booker famously broke with 
Democratic party orthodoxy during the 2012 presidential election. While appearing on NBC's 
Meet the Press as a surrogate for President Obama, Booker vehemently defended private 
equity in general, criticizing his own campaign's attacks on Republican candidate Mitt Romney’s 



tenure at Bain Capital—a defense that led to the resignation of his communications director and 
highlighted his unwavering loyalty to the private equity sector.    
 
Booker’s network extends deep into the multi-billion-dollar hedge fund industry. Bill Ackman, the 
billionaire founder of Pershing Square Capital Management, met Booker in 2001 through 
Whitney Tilson (founder of T2 Partners), who had been impressed by Booker's theatrical tent-in 
hunger strikes. Ackman became a major benefactor, pledging $1 million to the Newark Police 
Foundation after the tragic execution-style murders of three Delaware State University students 
on a Newark playground in 2007. Ackman then served as a financial convener, leading a 
coalition of Wall Street investors to revive the city. Ackman introduced Booker to a highly 
exclusive network that included retired hedge fund manager Julian Robertson and Omega 
Advisors' Leon Cooperman. Cooperman was brought into the fold after funding a park in the 
South Bronx; at Booker's urging, Cooperman applied his philanthropy to Newark's Project 
GreenSpaces, restoring 15 ball fields. This massive influx of capital—mobilized rapidly through 
elite interpersonal connections forged in the aftermath of Booker's Yale and Oxford 
socialization—highlights the fluid, highly efficient exchange of capital and political power within 
these networks.    
 
Financial Alumni: From Venture Capital to Global Equity 
The financial footprint of the network includes alumni who directly operate major capital 
vehicles, utilizing the intellectual and social capital gained in these societies to generate 
massive economic returns. 
 
Moshe Sarfaty, a former president of the Shabtai Society and the first-ever Israeli captain of the 
Yale varsity squash team, heavily leveraged his Ivy League network to become a prominent, 
highly active figure in venture capital. Holding a dual degree in Economics and International 
Studies from Yale, Sarfaty accumulated years of experience in investment banking and trading 
before co-founding a green river-logging startup in Belize. He subsequently served as managing 
partner at Krypton VC and later Aristagora VC alongside Gideon Ben-Zvi, focusing on 
early-stage technology investments and leveraging his global network to help portfolio 
companies penetrate challenging Asian markets. Sarfaty's career perfectly exemplifies the 
Shabtai model of blending elite academic pedigree with aggressive, cross-border 
entrepreneurial finance.    
 
Similarly, Vivek Ramaswamy's highly lucrative path through Shabtai was deeply intertwined with 
high finance and intellectual provocation. Prior to and during his legal education at Yale (where 
he attended on a Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowship), Ramaswamy interned for the hedge fund 
Amaranth Advisors and the investment bank Goldman Sachs. A polymath who wrote a Bowdoin 
Prize-winning thesis on human-animal chimeras and performed libertarian-themed rap music 
under the stage name "Da Vek," Ramaswamy built the foundational financial acumen that 
allowed him to launch Roivant Sciences. He pivoted into a highly lucrative career in biotech 
investment before entering presidential politics, citing Shabtai's commitment to "open debate" as 
a core influence on his worldview.    
 



In the United Kingdom, the intersection of L'Chaim and high finance is prominently represented 
by Edmond Lazarus. After his historic tenure serving as President of the Oxford Union and 
co-hosting a record number of events with L'Chaim alongside Jacob Rees-Mogg, Lazarus 
ascended into the absolute elite ranks of European private equity. As a prominent financier 
involved with Bregal Capital and later serving as Managing Partner at EMK Capital, Lazarus 
operates exactly at the intersection of massive global capital allocation and elite political 
networking, representing the full commercial realization of the relationships cultivated during his 
undergraduate years.    
 
The Philanthropic Capital of Benny Shabtai and Elite Benefactors 
The financial stability and physical permanence of the Shabtai society itself is anchored by 
global capital, most notably through its primary benefactor, Benny Shabtai. An Israeli 
businessman and philanthropist who amassed a vast fortune as the founder of the Raymond 
Weil watchmaker's US brand in 1977, Shabtai served on the board of directors for the Friends of 
the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) for decades.    
 
Benny Shabtai revolutionized FIDF fundraising operations, transforming standard communal 
gatherings into massive, high-profile galas. Utilizing his business savvy, he pioneered the use of 
live satellite feeds linking donors at the Waldorf Astoria directly to soldiers on the frontlines in 
southern Lebanon as early as 1997, generating profound emotional resonance and financial 
support. He also spearheaded aggressive outreach to the evangelical Christian community, 
bringing in figures like Pastor John Hagee (Christians United for Israel) and Rabbi Yechiel 
Eckstein to build bridges that resulted in over $200 million raised for the organization.    
 
In 2014, Benny Shabtai directed a portion of his vast wealth toward Yale University, providing 
the $1.5 million gift that allowed the Jewish leadership society to purchase the Anderson 
Mansion and subsequently adopt his family name. (This relationship would briefly sour years 
later when Shabtai sued the organization and Hecht, claiming misallocation of funds, though the 
suit was later withdrawn ).    
 
However, Benny Shabtai's immense influence and elite access have also intersected with 
significant geopolitical controversy, reflecting the severe reputational risks inherent in mapping 
networks across ultra-high-net-worth individuals. In April 2008, Shabtai flew to Israel with 
disgraced American financier Jeffrey Epstein—who was at the time facing criminal indictment for 
sex trafficking minors and would soon plead guilty. Together, Shabtai and Epstein engaged in 
clandestine discussions with Israeli military officials, purportedly touring military bases to fund 
undisclosed operations. While this specific association represents a dark, highly controversial 
nexus of elite wealth and scandal, it starkly underscores the staggering level of access, military 
proximity, and geopolitical mobility possessed by the primary benefactors of these student 
societies.    
 
Ideological Contours, Campus Wars, and Contemporary Controversies 
As the L'Chaim and Shabtai networks have matured over three decades, they have inevitably 
become deeply entangled in the increasingly polarized, volatile landscape of global geopolitics 



and university campus culture wars. The foundational premise of these societies—facilitating 
high-level discourse, robust debate, and radical inclusivity—has been severely stress-tested by 
the realities of modern political extremism, shifting attitudes toward the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, and the fracturing of traditional liberal consensus. 
 
The Weaponization of Free Speech and Campus Optics 
In recent years, Shabtai has transitioned from a quiet incubator of leadership into a highly visible 
flashpoint for national debates over free speech, Zionism, and the limits of intellectual tolerance 
on elite campuses. The society's leadership, particularly Rabbinical Advisor Shmully Hecht, has 
maintained a fierce, absolutist stance on free discourse, arguing that hosting controversial 
speakers is not an endorsement, but a fundamental, even "Talmudic," exercise in intellectual 
leadership and educational pluralism.    
 
This underlying philosophy was heavily scrutinized when Shabtai hosted Simcha Rothman, a 
highly polarizing figure in Israeli domestic politics, and was tested to its absolute limit when the 
society extended dual invitations to Itamar Ben-Gvir, Israel's far-right National Security Minister. 
Ben-Gvir is an ideological acolyte of the extremist Meir Kahane, boasting a history of criminal 
convictions for supporting a terror organization and inciting racism, and has championed 
policies opposing citizenship for Arab Israelis. Shabtai’s decision to host Ben-Gvir twice in April 
2024—once at the Yale campus in New Haven and again on New York's Upper East 
Side—fractured the society's broader community and triggered massive, sustained protests.    
 
Progressive Jewish groups (including J Street and the New York Jewish Agenda), members of 
the Yale student body, and even prominent Shabtai alumni forcefully condemned the 
engagements. Critics argued that providing Ben-Gvir with the prestigious, highly vetted platform 
of an Ivy League salon actively legitimized his extremist policies under the guise of intellectual 
debate, giving him an unearned veneer of statesmanship. The event triggered a severe 
response on the Yale campus, where pro-Palestinian protestors, including the autonomous 
factions adjacent to the Sumud Coalition, mobilized heavily at Beinecke Plaza and the 
Schwarzman Center. The Yale administration was forced into a highly defensive posture, issuing 
QR-code warnings to protestors threatening disciplinary action and arrest for violating university 
policies regarding free expression and the erection of structures on campus.    
 
Despite the intense national media backlash, Rabbi Hecht staunchly defended the invitation, 
publicly stating his personal admiration for Ben-Gvir as a bold, resolute, democratically elected 
leader promoting what he believes is best for his people. This episode illustrates a profound, 
potentially permanent ideological evolution within the network. Originally founded by figures like 
Cory Booker and Noah Feldman—the latter a liberal constitutional scholar and author of To Be a 
Jew Today—to bridge racial divides and foster mutual understanding, Shabtai's recent 
maneuvers highlight a willingness by its current operational leadership to engage with the most 
uncompromising, far-right factions of the Israeli government. This hard-right pivot has severely 
tested the cohesion of its historically liberal and centrist alumni base, forcing politicians like Cory 
Booker into awkward public silences as their foundational societies platform convicted 
extremists.    



 
The Evolution of Shmuley Boteach and the Fight Against Antisemitism 
The ideological evolution of the network is mirrored by the personal trajectory of its founder, 
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach. Boteach has transitioned from the charismatic Oxford campus rabbi 
penning provocative titles like Kosher Sex into a highly aggressive, partisan political combatant. 
His prominence in conservative political circles has grown to the extent that he was seriously 
floated as a candidate for the State Department's global antisemitism envoy under a potential 
second Donald Trump administration.    
 
However, despite these internal ideological fractures, the network remains a vital, highly 
mobilized bulwark for Jewish students and alumni navigating the terrifying rise of global 
antisemitism. Alumni like Representative Josh Gottheimer have aggressively utilized their 
national platforms to address the increasingly hostile, dangerous environments on campuses, 
including Rutgers and Yale, where incidents ranging from verbal harassment by the Working 
Families Party to physical altercations at fraternities have surged. Gottheimer explicitly draws 
upon his foundational experiences as a leader of the L'Chaim Society at Oxford to advocate for 
a robust, unapologetic defense of Jewish identity and the US-Israel strategic relationship in the 
face of violent extremism from both the far-left and the far-right.    
 
The deep structural trust built by these societies over three decades allows them to mobilize 
political and financial capital rapidly in defense of their members and broader geopolitical 
interests. However, the dual, often contradictory pressures of defending against external, 
systemic antisemitism while internally managing severe fractures over the inclusion of far-right 
Israeli politicians represent the most significant existential challenge to the L'Chaim-Shabtai 
blueprint since its inception in 1988. 
 
Conclusion 
The architecture of the L'Chaim Society and its Yale successor, Shabtai, represents a 
sociological masterclass in elite network formation and institutional capture. By pioneering a 
radically innovative model of ethno-religious student organization—one that aggressively 
integrated high-potential non-Jewish leaders and prioritized high-stakes political, financial, and 
intellectual debate over insular theology—Rabbi Shmuley Boteach and Rabbi Shmully Hecht 
succeeded in building a transnational pipeline of raw influence that efficiently bypasses 
traditional institutional gatekeepers. 
 
The empirical mapping of this network unequivocally demonstrates that the specialized 
socialization provided by these societies at Oxford and Yale has yielded extraordinary dividends 
in global governance and high finance. The network's alumni—ranging from Cory Booker and 
Ron Dermer to Jacob Rees-Mogg, Josh Gottheimer, and Vivek Ramaswamy—have 
fundamentally shaped the legislative trajectories of the United States Senate, the British 
Parliament, and the highest-level diplomatic and strategic apparatus of the State of Israel. 
Furthermore, the massive financial scaffolding provided by elite private equity partners, hedge 
fund managers, and billionaire philanthropists ensures that the political outputs of this network 



are perpetually well-capitalized, allowing figures like Booker to transform blighted urban centers 
using Wall Street wealth orchestrated through personal network ties.    
 
However, the future efficacy and cohesion of this network are currently being tested by the very 
macroeconomic and geopolitical forces it originally sought to influence. The controversial 
decision to platform highly polarizing, extremist figures like Itamar Ben-Gvir under the absolutist 
banner of free speech has exposed deep, potentially unbridgeable ideological fault lines 
between the society's orthodox operational leadership and its diverse, highly accomplished, and 
historically liberal alumni base. As the political climate on elite university campuses continues to 
polarize violently, the L'Chaim-Shabtai network must navigate the excruciating tension between 
maintaining its historic status as an inclusive, intellectual "Open House" and operating as an 
unapologetic, hardline vanguard for Israeli state interests.    
 
Regardless of how these severe internal contradictions are ultimately resolved, the historical 
success of this Oxford blueprint in identifying, socializing, and mapping ambitious students 
directly into the corridors of Whitehall, Capitol Hill, and Wall Street cements its status as one of 
the most effective, sophisticated mechanisms for elite cohesion and power projection in the 
modern era. 
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