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1. Introduction and Theoretical Framework 
The preservation of sovereign foreign policy in the face of organized domestic factions has been 
a central preoccupation of American statecraft since the founding of the republic. As George 
Washington famously warned, "a passionate attachment of one Nation for another produces a 
variety of evils," opening the door to foreign influence that can "tamper with domestic factions, to 
practise the arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the Public 
Councils". Over the course of the 20th century, the United States witnessed the development of 
a highly sophisticated, multi-tiered architecture of foreign influence that fundamentally altered its 
geopolitical posture in the Middle East. This network evolved from a marginalized European 
ideological insurgency into a formalized, institutional power structure deeply embedded within 
American political, financial, academic, and intelligence infrastructures. 
This report provides an exhaustive, chronological analysis of the genesis, expansion, and 
consolidation of the pro-Israel network in the United States. It traces the ideological roots of 
Ze'ev Jabotinsky's Revisionist Zionism in the 1920s, isolating the precise historical mechanisms 
by which foreign policy priorities were reverse-engineered into domestic American political 
imperatives during the 1944 presidential election. Furthermore, it maps the foundational 
intelligence-gathering and logistical architecture established during the early Cold War, 
characterized by covert overlaps between the Strategic Services Unit (SSU), the Mossad, and 
organized crime syndicates managed by figures such as Meyer Lansky and Tibor Rosenbaum. 
Against this backdrop of covert expansion and electoral integration, the report systematically 
details the friction between this foreign influence architecture and the U.S. Executive Branch. By 
sweeping declassified executive communications, national security memoranda, and 
presidential audio recordings, this analysis isolates specific warnings and pushback 
mechanisms initiated by Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, 
and George H.W. Bush. Finally, the report explores the decisive formalization of this power 
structure in the 1990s through three distinct pillars: financial and intelligence coordination via the 
Mega Group, ideological statecraft through the neoconservative Clean Break memo, and elite 
academic capture through the Shabtai Society at Yale University. 

2. Ideological Genesis: Revisionist Zionism and U.S. 
Political Integration 
2.1 The Departure from Mainstream Zionism and the "Iron Wall" 

The ideological and operational bedrock of the modern influence network is rooted in Revisionist 
Zionism, a maximalist, right-wing offshoot of the broader Zionist movement founded by Vladimir 
Ze'ev Jabotinsky in 1923. Following the 1917 Balfour Declaration, the mainstream World Zionist 



Organization (WZO), led by Chaim Weizmann and later David Ben-Gurion, adopted a generally 
conciliatory and gradualist posture toward the British mandatory authorities governing Palestine. 
Jabotinsky vehemently opposed this gradualism, arguing that Britain could no longer be trusted 
to advance the Zionist cause and demanding a more aggressive, militarized approach to 
state-building. 
Revisionism was predicated on several core tenets that drastically differentiated it from the 
socialist Zionism of the era. Foremost was territorial maximalism: the demand for a Jewish state 
encompassing both banks of the Jordan River (including modern-day Jordan). Jabotinsky 
articulated the doctrine of the "Iron Wall," positing that a Jewish state could only be established 
and maintained behind an impenetrable military deterrent, arguing that negotiated consensus 
with the indigenous Arab population was an illusion. 
To cultivate this martial ethos, Jabotinsky established the Revisionist youth movement, Betar, in 
Riga, Latvia, in 1923. While socialist Zionists idealized the agricultural pioneer holding a plow, 
Betar idealized the disciplined soldier holding a rifle. As the movement grew, radical factions 
emerged, most notably Revisionist Maximalism. Led by Abba Ahimeir through the Brit 
HaBirionim faction in 1930, Maximalism openly borrowed principles from the totalitarian and 
fascist regimes of interwar Europe, drawing specific inspiration from Benito Mussolini's Italy as a 
pragmatic template for achieving rapid national sovereignty. This militant ideological soil birthed 
several paramilitary organizations, including the Irgun (IZL) in 1931 and the Lehi (the Stern 
Gang) in 1940, which engaged in asymmetric warfare and terrorism against both British 
administrators and the Arab population. 
Zionist Faction Ideological Posture Primary Objectives and 

Methods 
Mainstream / Labor Zionism Gradualist, Socialist Gradual state-building, 

agricultural settlements, 
diplomatic cooperation with 
British mandatory authorities. 

Revisionist Zionism Maximalist, Militarist Territorial expansion (both 
banks of the Jordan), capitalist 
market economy, militarization 
of Jewish youth (Betar). 

Revisionist Maximalism / 
Paramilitary 

Ultranationalist, Asymmetric Establishment of sovereignty 
via force; expulsion of British 
forces; operations executed by 
the Irgun and Lehi. 

2.2 The Transatlantic Pivot: The 1944 Republican National Convention 

As the geopolitical center of gravity shifted from the British Empire to the United States during 
World War II, the Revisionist movement executed a brilliant strategic pivot to embed its 
objectives into the American domestic political apparatus. Following Jabotinsky's death in 1940, 
Benzion Netanyahu (father of future Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu) assumed 
leadership of the Revisionist movement in the United States. 
Netanyahu recognized a critical vulnerability in the mainstream Zionist approach. Mainstream 
American Zionists, led by Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, maintained a loyal but increasingly frustrated 
alliance with President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Democratic Party. Despite Roosevelt's 
immense popularity among Jewish voters, his administration, heavily influenced by the State 
Department, was reluctant to aggressively antagonize British colonial policy or disrupt Middle 



Eastern stability during the war. 
Netanyahu and allied militant Zionists, such as the Cleveland-based Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
determined that Zionism could not succeed if it remained a captive constituency of the 
Democratic Party. They initiated a highly effective campaign to cultivate relationships with the 
Republican Party, a concept that was previously "almost inconceivable" to mainstream Jewish 
leaders. In the months prior to the June 1944 Republican National Convention, Netanyahu and 
Silver heavily lobbied GOP leaders, including former President Herbert Hoover and Senator 
Robert Taft, the chair of the convention's resolutions committee. 
This effort culminated in a historic breakthrough: the Republican Party included a plank in its 
1944 platform explicitly calling for the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration 
and the establishment of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. 
Third-Order Insight: The insertion of this plank at the 1944 Republican National Convention 
fundamentally altered the global geopolitical landscape. By embracing the Revisionist program, 
the GOP transformed support for Zionism from a low-risk diplomatic gesture into a highly 
contested, high-stakes domestic election issue. Fearing the loss of Jewish electoral support in 
critical swing states like New York, the Democratic Party was immediately forced to compete for 
the same constituency, hastily attempting to match the Republican commitments. This dynamic 
permanently intertwined U.S. Middle East policy with domestic electoral viability, effectively 
neutralizing the ability of future U.S. executives to approach the region purely through the lens 
of objective grand strategy. The blueprint for asymmetrical foreign influence had been 
successfully codified. 

3. The Cold War Crucible: Intelligence Overlaps and 
Covert Architectures 
As the ideological groundwork was solidified in Washington, the operational, logistical, and 
intelligence architecture of the network was forged in the chaotic vacuum of post-WWII Europe. 
The immediate post-war era necessitated rapid, off-the-books networks to facilitate the illegal 
immigration of Jewish refugees to Palestine (Aliyah Bet) and to procure arms for the impending 
war of independence. This imperative led to a complex, shadowed web of overlapping interests 
among emerging U.S. intelligence agencies, Zionist underground movements, and international 
organized crime. 

3.1 Project Symphony: The SSU-Bricha Alliance against British 
Intelligence 

In post-war Austria, the United States Strategic Services Unit (SSU, the direct precursor to the 
Central Intelligence Agency) initiated a highly classified operation known as "Project Symphony" 
in 1946. Following the war, Austria served as a massive transit hub for hundreds of thousands 
of displaced persons (DPs) fleeing Eastern Europe. U.S. intelligence was deeply concerned that 
the Soviet Union (NKVD/KGB) was using these massive refugee flows to infiltrate agents into 
Western Europe and the Middle East. 
To monitor this perceived threat, the SSU formed a covert alliance with the Bricha, the Zionist 
underground network responsible for coordinating the mass movement of Jewish refugees to 
Mediterranean ports. The Bricha in Vienna was commanded by Asher Ben Natan (formerly 
Arthur Pier), a highly capable operative who later became Israel's first ambassador to West 



Germany. 
This alliance created severe, systemic friction with British intelligence (MI5 and SIS). Britain, 
holding the mandate for Palestine, was desperately attempting to halt the flow of Jewish 
refugees to prevent an uncontrollable demographic and military escalation in the Levant. British 
intelligence actively promoted rumors of Soviet infiltration specifically to persuade American 
authorities to shut down the escape routes. 
Instead of halting the migration, Project Symphony resulted in U.S. intelligence actively 
shielding the Bricha from British authorities. American officers intentionally withheld intelligence 
regarding the identities, roles, and movements of Bricha commanders from their British 
counterparts. The SSU effectively provided state-sanctioned cover and logistical protection for a 
sub-state actor running an illegal international logistics network across occupied Europe. 
Third-Order Insight: Project Symphony ultimately failed in its primary U.S. objective—it did not 
uncover a systematic Soviet infiltration ring. However, it succeeded wildly for the Zionist 
underground. The operation normalized the outsourcing of U.S. intelligence requirements to 
Israeli-aligned sub-state actors. It established a durable precedent of asymmetrical intelligence 
cooperation where the operational benefits heavily favored the Zionist network, providing them 
with invaluable counterintelligence protection against the British Empire during a critical phase 
of state-building. 

3.2 The Financial-Intelligence Nexus: Rosenbaum, Lansky, and the 
Mossad 

The logistical triumphs of the Bricha and the subsequent military survival of the nascent State of 
Israel required an equally robust, highly obfuscated financial architecture to fund arms 
procurement and intelligence operations. This architecture was formalized through the efforts of 
Tibor Rosenbaum, a Hungarian-born rabbi who had rescued hundreds of Jews during the 
Holocaust by disguising himself as an SS officer, and who subsequently integrated into the 
highest echelons of Israeli state security and the Mossad. 
In 1959, Rosenbaum founded the Banque de Credit International (BCI) in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The BCI served as a critical node in a covert financial triad linking Israeli intelligence, 
international banking, and American organized crime. BCI originally functioned as the primary 
vehicle for financing Israel's offshore arms purchases, reportedly handling up to 90% of the 
Israeli Defense Ministry's weapons acquisitions. 
Simultaneously, the bank opened its doors to Meyer Lansky, the preeminent financial architect 
of the American mafia. Lansky, known as the "Mob's Accountant," utilized the BCI to launder 
vast sums of illicit capital generated from syndicates in the United States and casino operations 
in the Bahamas (such as the Paradise Island venture). Sylvain Ferdman, BCI's office manager 
in Geneva, acted as the direct money courier for Lansky and other U.S. syndicate customers, 
routing millions of dollars of mob money into the Swiss bank before it returned to the U.S. for 
legitimate investment. 
Third-Order Insight: The operational overlap between the Mossad's primary financial institution 
and the American mafia's chief money launderer demonstrates a profound symbiosis of 
convenience. Organized crime syndicates require impenetrable banking secrecy to legitimize 
illicit capital, while covert state intelligence agencies require massive pools of liquid, untraceable 
funds to finance black-budget operations without parliamentary oversight. The BCI represented 
an early, highly successful model of hybrid financial warfare, deliberately blurring the lines 
between statecraft, espionage, and transnational organized crime. 



Entity / Actor Affiliation Function within the Covert 
Architecture 

Asher Ben Natan Bricha Commander (Vienna) Leveraged U.S. intelligence 
(SSU) via Project Symphony to 
shield illegal migration logistics 
and arms smuggling from 
British interdiction. 

Tibor Rosenbaum Mossad / BCI Founder Established Swiss banking 
infrastructure to finance covert 
Israeli arms purchases and 
manage state intelligence 
funds. 

Meyer Lansky U.S. Organized Crime Utilized Rosenbaum's BCI to 
launder syndicate capital, 
creating structural overlaps 
between mafia finance and 
state intelligence logistics. 

4. 20th-Century Executive Pushback: The Struggle for 
Sovereign Policy 
As the network transitioned from a regional insurgency into a sovereign state (1948) equipped 
with a highly organized domestic lobbying apparatus in the United States, it began to clash 
directly with the broader strategic imperatives of the U.S. Executive Branch. Throughout the 
mid-to-late 20th century, U.S. presidents repeatedly recognized, diagnosed, and attempted to 
dismantle or constrain this foreign influence architecture. An active sweep of declassified 
executive communications reveals a pattern of highly documented, yet ultimately neutralized, 
executive pushback. 

4.1 Dwight D. Eisenhower: The Suez Crisis and the Limits of Collusion 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration (1953–1961) was marked by deep skepticism 
regarding the uncritical alignment of U.S. and Israeli interests, particularly in the context of Cold 
War containment strategies in the Middle East. Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles viewed the perception of U.S. favoritism toward Israel as a severe strategic liability that 
would alienate the Arab world and drive it into the Soviet sphere of influence. 
This tension culminated in the 1956 Suez Crisis. Following the nationalization of the Suez Canal 
by Egypt's Gamal Abdel Nasser, Israel colluded with Britain and France to invade the Sinai 
Peninsula and seize the canal zone. The operation was conducted with absolute secrecy, 
deliberately concealing the tripartite collusion from the Eisenhower administration to prevent 
American interference. 
Upon discovering the invasion, Eisenhower responded with unprecedented fury and coercive 
diplomatic force. He viewed the aggression as a flagrant violation of the United Nations charter 
and a disastrous geopolitical miscalculation that undermined the moral authority of the 
West—particularly while the U.S. was simultaneously condemning the Soviet invasion of 
Hungary. Eisenhower threatened severe economic sanctions, including the suspension of public 
and private financial aid, if Israel did not retreat. 



On November 7, 1956, Eisenhower dispatched a blunt, declassified warning to Israeli Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion, demanding immediate compliance with UN withdrawal resolutions: 
"Statements attributed to your Government to the effect that Israel does not intend to withdraw 
from Egyptian territory... have been called to my attention. I must say frankly, Mr. Prime Minister, 
that the United States views these reports, if true, with deep concern. Any such decision by the 
Government of Israel would seriously undermine the urgent efforts being made by the United 
Nations to restore peace... It would be a matter of the greatest regret to all my countrymen if 
Israeli policy on a matter of such grave concern to the world should in any way impair the 
friendly cooperation between our two countries." 
In a separate, private communication to Ben-Gurion, Eisenhower issued a stark reminder of 
geopolitical realities: "Despite the present, temporary interests that Israel has in common with 
France and Britain, you ought not to forget that the strength of Israel and her future are bound 
up with the United States.". 
Facing the credible threat of U.S. economic retaliation, Ben-Gurion capitulated and withdrew 
Israeli forces. However, the Eisenhower administration’s victory was pyrrhic. The crisis exposed 
the domestic political vulnerabilities of confronting Israel. While Eisenhower successfully utilized 
leverage, the ensuing political backlash from domestic Zionist organizations demonstrated that 
executive coercion carried heavy political costs. Furthermore, the aftermath of the crisis forced 
the U.S. into the "Eisenhower Doctrine," positioning the U.S. as the primary guarantor of Middle 
Eastern stability, ironically drawing Washington closer to Israel as a bulwark against the 
now-emboldened, Soviet-backed Arab nationalism led by Nasser. 

4.2 John F. Kennedy: The Dimona Ultimatum and the FARA Battle 

President John F. Kennedy's administration (1961–1963) engaged in a fierce, two-front 
confrontation with the Israeli network: an international battle over nuclear proliferation and a 
domestic legal battle over foreign agent registration. 

The Dimona Nuclear Standoff 

Kennedy was profoundly concerned by intelligence reports regarding the construction of the 
Dimona nuclear reactor in the Negev desert. A January 1963 National Intelligence Estimate 
(NIE) warned that once Dimona operated at maximum capacity, it "could produce sufficient 
plutonium for one or two weapons a year". Kennedy firmly believed that an Israeli nuclear 
deterrent would spark a Middle Eastern arms race and irreparably destabilize the global 
non-proliferation regime. 
Throughout the spring and summer of 1963, Kennedy applied immense, unrelenting pressure 
on Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion and his successor, Levi Eshkol, demanding regular, 
bi-annual inspections of the Dimona facility by U.S. scientists to ensure the reactor was strictly 
for peaceful purposes. When the Israeli leadership attempted to evade these demands by 
invoking regional security threats and demanding bilateral defense treaties, Kennedy escalated 
his rhetoric. 
In a series of declassified letters containing near-ultimatum language, sent on May 18 and July 
4, 1963, Kennedy delivered the most severe warning issued by a U.S. president to the state of 
Israel: 
"As I wrote to Mr. Ben-Gurion, this government's commitment to and support of Israel could be 
seriously jeopardized if it should be thought that we were unable to obtain reliable information 
on a subject as vital to peace as the question of Israel's effort in the nuclear field." 



The pressure from Kennedy precipitated a massive internal crisis within the Israeli government, 
contributing to the atmosphere that led to Ben-Gurion's sudden resignation in June 1963. 
Though Eshkol eventually agreed to highly managed, negotiated visits to Dimona, subsequent 
intelligence revealed that the Israelis had constructed a fake control room and bricked up the 
plutonium processing facilities to actively deceive the American inspectors. 

The FARA Investigation and the Birth of AIPAC 

Simultaneously, Kennedy’s Department of Justice, led by Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, 
initiated a sweeping crackdown on foreign lobbying under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
(FARA) of 1938. The DOJ investigation, acting in tandem with highly publicized hearings held by 
Senator J. William Fulbright’s Senate Foreign Relations Committee, targeted the American 
Zionist Council (AZC), the primary umbrella organization for pro-Israel lobbying in the United 
States. 
Senator Fulbright's committee uncovered definitive evidence that the AZC was operating as a 
conduit for foreign funds, receiving massive, laundered cash infusions from the Jewish Agency 
(an arm of the Israeli state) to covertly finance public relations, political advocacy, and lobbying 
efforts in Washington—a direct violation of FARA. In November 1962, the Kennedy DOJ 
officially ordered the AZC to register as an agent of a foreign government. 
Third-Order Insight: The impending FARA registration threatened to dismantle the network 
entirely by stripping it of its tax-exempt status and subjecting its lobbying activities to strict 
federal oversight and public financial disclosure. To circumvent this existential threat, the 
network executed a brilliant structural reorganization. Isaiah L. Kenen, a former Israeli foreign 
ministry employee operating the AZC's lobbying division, severed the lobbying arm from the 
AZC just before the registration mandate could be fully enforced. He rebranded the entity as the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). By registering as a domestic lobbying 
organization funded ostensibly by American citizens rather than foreign entities, AIPAC 
successfully evaded FARA jurisdiction. Following President Kennedy's assassination in 
November 1963, the DOJ's political will to enforce the registration evaporated, allowing AIPAC 
to operate freely outside the constraints of foreign agent oversight, permanently altering the 
mechanics of U.S. foreign policy. 

4.3 Richard Nixon: Strategic Reliance and Oval Office Frustration 

President Richard Nixon’s tenure (1969–1974) represented a profound geopolitical paradox 
regarding the influence network. Nixon provided unparalleled strategic support to Israel, most 
notably executing Operation Nickel Grass—the massive, emergency airlift of military supplies 
that saved Israel from potential defeat during the 1973 Yom Kippur War. Yet, behind closed 
doors, Nixon and his Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, harbored deep, vitriolic resentments 
regarding the power of the pro-Israel lobby and its capacity to hijack U.S. strategy. 
Nixon frequently complained about the "Jewish Lobby" and dual loyalty among American Jews, 
believing they actively undermined his administration's broader strategic goals, particularly 
détente with the Soviet Union. Declassified tapes from the Oval Office reveal a president prone 
to anti-Semitic outbursts, claiming that "the Jews are all over this government" and that "most 
Jews are disloyal". 
However, beyond personal prejudice, Nixon was acutely aware of the structural imbalance in the 
policy relationship. In a dictated national security memorandum recorded on May 26, 1971, 
Nixon expressed deep frustration over the stagnation of Middle East peace prospects. Dictating 



instructions regarding Secretary of State William P. Rogers, Nixon explicitly stated that "US 
policy favors Israel too much," and commanded his staff to operate under the unyielding 
principle that "US interests are paramount". 
Despite his private fury at the lobby's interference—particularly its success in tying U.S.-Soviet 
trade agreements to Jewish emigration issues, which directly undermined Kissinger's détente 
strategy—Nixon realized that the domestic political cost of opposing the network was 
prohibitive. Nixon's presidency demonstrated that even an executive highly suspicious of foreign 
influence was structurally compelled to act as its chief benefactor during international crises. 

4.4 George H.W. Bush: The 1991 Loan Guarantee Confrontation 

The final significant attempt by a 20th-century U.S. president to exert direct, public leverage 
over Israeli policy occurred under George H.W. Bush (1989–1993). In 1991, following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, Israel sought $10 billion in U.S. loan guarantees to help absorb 
hundreds of thousands of Russian Jewish immigrants. President Bush and Secretary of State 
James Baker viewed the unchecked expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied territories 
as a fatal obstacle to the impending Madrid Peace Conference, which sought a comprehensive 
regional settlement following the Gulf War. 
Bush took the unprecedented step of demanding a 120-day delay on the congressional vote for 
the loan guarantees, conditioning the financial aid on a strict freeze in Israeli settlement 
construction. The right-wing Israeli government, led by Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, reacted 
with hostility, aggressively mobilizing AIPAC and the broader U.S. Jewish community to bypass 
the White House and lobby Congress directly to authorize the funds regardless of the 
President's conditions. 
Faced with an overwhelming domestic lobbying campaign orchestrated by a foreign state, Bush 
took to national television to appeal directly to the American public. In a highly publicized and 
historic press conference on September 12, 1991, he laid bare the asymmetric nature of the 
power struggle: 
"I heard today there were something like a thousand lobbyists on the Hill working the other side 
of the question. We've got one lonely little guy down here doing it." 
Third-Order Insight: Bush's "lonely little guy" remark was a watershed moment in the history of 
American governance. It publicly acknowledged that the President of the United States, the 
commander-in-chief of the world's sole superpower, considered himself the underdog in his own 
capital against a foreign policy lobby. While Bush temporarily won the 120-day delay and 
successfully forced Shamir to the table at the Madrid conference, the political backlash from the 
network was immense and punitive. The episode was interpreted by the American Jewish 
community not merely as a policy dispute, but as an accusation of dual loyalty, leading to a 
sharp erosion of Jewish electoral and financial support for Bush. This alienation contributed 
significantly to his defeat by Bill Clinton in the 1992 election. The failure of Bush's confrontation 
served as a definitive deterrent; subsequent U.S. executives internalized the political lesson that 
publicly conditioning aid to Israel or confronting its lobby carried fatal domestic consequences. 
U.S. President Catalyst for 

Confrontation 
Mechanism of 
Executive Pushback 

Network Response / 
Outcome 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 1956 Suez Crisis 
collusion. 

Threats of severe 
economic sanctions 
and suspension of aid. 

Tactical Israeli 
withdrawal, but 
long-term strategic 
entanglement via the 



U.S. President Catalyst for 
Confrontation 

Mechanism of 
Executive Pushback 

Network Response / 
Outcome 
Eisenhower Doctrine. 

John F. Kennedy Dimona nuclear reactor 
& FARA violations by 
AZC. 

Ultimatum letters 
("seriously 
jeopardized"); DOJ 
mandate to register as 
foreign agents. 

Ben-Gurion resigns; 
creation of AIPAC 
circumvents FARA; 
pressure dies 
post-assassination. 

Richard Nixon Interference in 
U.S.-Soviet détente 
strategy. 

Private memos insisting 
"US interests are 
paramount" and "US 
policy favors Israel too 
much." 

Executive trapped by 
domestic politics; 
forces Nixon to 
authorize massive 1973 
airlift. 

George H.W. Bush 1991 $10B loan 
guarantees & 
settlement expansion. 

120-day delay on 
guarantees; public 
denunciation of "a 
thousand lobbyists." 

Severe political 
backlash; loss of 
Jewish vote contributes 
to 1992 electoral 
defeat. 

5. Formalization of the Power Structure (1990s) 
Following the defeat of George H.W. Bush and the inauguration of a highly compliant Clinton 
administration, the influence network moved into a phase of unprecedented, structural 
formalization. The trauma of the Bush confrontation demonstrated that relying solely on political 
lobbying (AIPAC) was insufficient; the network required total spectrum dominance. Throughout 
the 1990s, the architecture expanded into elite philanthropic and financial coordination, the 
ideological drafting of U.S. hegemonic strategy, and proactive academic capture. 

5.1 The Financial Pillar: The Mega Group and Covert Intelligence 
Links 

In 1991, parallel to the loan guarantee showdown, billionaires Les Wexner (founder of L 
Brands/Victoria's Secret) and Charles Bronfman founded the "Study Group," which rapidly 
became known in elite circles as the "Mega Group". This highly exclusive, loosely organized 
club comprised up to 50 of the wealthiest and most influential Jewish American entrepreneurs, 
including figures like Steven Spielberg, Michael Steinhardt, and Max Fisher. Meeting twice a 
year for two-day seminars, the group pooled virtually unlimited capital to fund massive 
philanthropic initiatives like Birthright Israel and the revitalization of Hillel International, 
functionally privatizing vast sectors of diaspora community management and pro-Israel 
advocacy. 
However, the Mega Group's activities extended far beyond philanthropy into active geopolitical 
lobbying and severe intelligence overlaps. This nexus is heavily complicated by the presence of 
Jeffrey Epstein, who managed Les Wexner’s vast fortune from 1987 to 2007. In 1991, Wexner 
granted Epstein full power of attorney and appointed him as a trustee of the Wexner 
Foundation. Epstein, subsequently convicted of sex trafficking minors, operated a massive 
blackmail and compromise operation targeting global elites. Investigative analyses suggest that 
Epstein's rapid ascent and untouchable status were inextricably linked to his role as an asset for 
Israeli intelligence, utilizing the financial and social cover provided by the Mega network. 



The intelligence implications of the term "Mega" surfaced definitively in a major diplomatic 
scandal in May 1997. The National Security Agency (NSA) intercepted a secure phone 
conversation between a senior Israeli intelligence officer operating in Washington and his 
Mossad supervisor in Tel Aviv. The Washington officer reported that the Israeli Ambassador, 
Eliahu Ben Elissar, had requested a highly classified side letter written by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to Yasser Arafat regarding the Hebron withdrawal. To obtain the 
document, the Washington officer requested permission to use an asset code-named "Mega." 
The Tel Aviv supervisor swiftly and emphatically rejected the request, stating: "This is not 
something we use Mega for.". 
Third-Order Insight: The 1997 NSA intercept indicates that "Mega" was not merely the moniker 
of a philanthropic billionaire's club, but a high-level operational designation within Mossad 
protocols. The explicit refusal to use "Mega" to retrieve a routine diplomatic cable suggests that 
the asset (or network of assets) was considered far too valuable and highly placed to risk on 
standard espionage. It implies a strategic penetration of the U.S. establishment—potentially 
leveraging the financial and blackmail architectures linked to figures like Epstein—that 
superseded traditional intelligence gathering in favor of total policy control. 

5.2 The Ideological Pillar: The Clean Break Memo 

In 1996, the network achieved a milestone in ideological capture by successfully 
reverse-engineering U.S. foreign policy from the outside in. A study group led by prominent 
American neoconservatives—including Richard Perle, Douglas Feith, and David 
Wurmser—drafted a sweeping policy manifesto for incoming right-wing Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. The document was titled: A Clean Break: A New Strategy for Securing the 
Realm. 
The document advocated for a radical, aggressive departure from the Oslo Accords and the 
established "land for peace" paradigm. Instead, it proposed an offensive strategy of preemption, 
proxy warfare, and regime change to completely reshape the Middle East balance of power in 
Israel's favor. The American authors explicitly advised the Israeli government to prioritize the 
removal of Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq, the military destabilization of Syria, and the 
containment of Iran and Lebanon. 
Crucially, the memo advised Israel to forge a new relationship with the United States based on 
"self-reliance" and "mutuality," positioning Israel not as a dependent client state seeking security 
guarantees, but as the vanguard of Western security in the Middle East. 
Third-Order Insight: The Clean Break memo represents the absolute zenith of the foreign 
influence architecture. American citizens drafted a maximalist, militaristic grand strategy for a 
foreign head of state, which that foreign head of state then utilized to lobby the United States 
government. Following the September 11 attacks, the primary authors of the memo (Perle, 
Feith, Wurmser) ascended to high-ranking, policy-making positions within the U.S. Department 
of Defense and the Vice President's office under George W. Bush. From these positions, they 
systematically implemented the exact regime-change policies (starting with the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq) that they had originally drafted for the Israeli government in 1996. This created a closed, 
catastrophic feedback loop where the military strategy of a global superpower was effectively 
outsourced to domestic ideologues acting on behalf of a foreign power's regional interests. 

5.3 The Academic Pillar: The Shabtai Society at Yale 

To ensure the long-term, multi-generational survival of this architecture, the network recognized 



the necessity of capturing future American elites before they entered the public sphere. This 
sociological capture was institutionalized in 1996–1997 with the founding of the Shabtai Society 
(originally known as the Eliezer or Chai Society) at Yale University. Co-founded by Rabbi 
Shmully Hecht and a group of graduate students including future U.S. Senator Cory Booker, the 
society was established to groom promising Jewish and non-Jewish student leaders in an 
intellectual, salon-style setting reminiscent of Yale's famous secret societies. 
The society's expansion was heavily bankrolled by Benny Shabtai, an Israeli-American 
multimillionaire who built his fortune as the exclusive U.S. distributor for Raymond Weil watches. 
Shabtai was deeply integrated into the Israeli military-philanthropic complex, serving on the 
board of the Friends of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) for decades, where he pioneered live 
satellite feeds connecting wealthy American donors at the Waldorf Astoria to IDF soldiers on the 
frontlines. Notably, Shabtai traveled to Israeli military bases in 2008 accompanied by Jeffrey 
Epstein, who was at the time facing charges for sex trafficking minors. 
Shabtai operates as Yale's "secret society of a different stripe," bringing together the brightest 
minds in academia with global billionaires, politicians, Supreme Court justices, and Israeli 
military officials. The explicit objective of the society is to inspire elite students to become 
"Jewish leaders" and steadfast advocates for the State of Israel, ensuring their allegiance early 
in their careers. 
Third-Order Insight: The Shabtai Society represents the evolution of influence from raw 
political lobbying to sophisticated sociological socialization. By embedding pro-Israel advocacy 
directly into the elite networking structure of a premier Ivy League institution, the network 
effectively curates the ideological framework of future U.S. senators, CEOs, and diplomats. The 
rapid political ascent of figures like Cory Booker, and his status as a heavily funded, favored 
politician among the U.S. pro-Israel community, directly correlates to the elite relationships and 
ideological grooming cultivated at the Shabtai table. 

6. Conclusion 
The chronological narrative of the U.S.-Israel network throughout the 20th century demonstrates 
an unparalleled evolution in the mechanics of foreign influence. Originating as a marginalized, 
maximalist ideology under Ze'ev Jabotinsky's Revisionist Zionism, the movement successfully 
penetrated the American partisan system by leveraging the 1944 Republican National 
Convention, transforming foreign policy into a domestic electoral weapon. During the Cold War, 
the network exploited the chaos of post-war Europe to intertwine U.S. intelligence operations 
with underground Zionist logistics (Project Symphony), while simultaneously utilizing offshore 
banking structures (Tibor Rosenbaum's BCI) to blend state espionage with organized crime 
finance. 
The mid-century attempts by U.S. executives to rein in this apparatus uniformly failed, revealing 
the structural vulnerabilities of the American republic. Eisenhower's coercive victory during the 
Suez Crisis proved politically unsustainable; Kennedy's Dimona ultimatums were stonewalled, 
and his DOJ's FARA mandate was brilliantly circumvented by the creation of AIPAC; Nixon's 
private fury was superseded by strategic reliance; and George H.W. Bush's public confrontation 
over loan guarantees resulted in a devastating political backlash that permanently deterred 
future presidents. 
By the 1990s, the architecture had transcended traditional lobbying entirely. Through the 
centralization of billionaire capital (the Mega Group), the drafting of U.S. hegemonic strategy by 
dual-aligned ideologues (Clean Break), and the sociological capture of future leaders at elite 



universities (the Shabtai Society), the network moved from attempting to influence the U.S. 
government from the outside, to structurally integrating itself into the American financial, military, 
and academic establishment. The definitive triumph of this network lies in its ability to render 
executive pushback functionally obsolete, ensuring that the geopolitical priorities of a foreign 
state remain inextricably, and permanently, bound to the domestic viability of the American 
political class. 
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